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Politicians in the picture from left to right are Sándor Giesswein (1856–1923); István Barankovics 

(1906-1974); Zoltán Kovács K. (1924–2008); Robert Schuman (1886–1963); Konrad Adenauer (1876–

1967); Alcide De Gasperi (1881–1954).
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Foreword
.
.
.
In 2020, the Barankovics István Foundation was 30 years old, and such a long history obliges us to take 
stock. We are doing so even if the jubilee year we have left behind, because of the Covid pandemic, 
did not afford a single opportunity to celebrate, where we could have thanked all those who have 
been with us for the past 30 years, and helped us move closer to our common goals.

Let this volume reviewing the history of the Foundation — its celebrations and its everyday life — be 
an expression of gratitude and thanks to all those who have worked with us in the never-ending 
modernization of Christian public life and Christian democratic political culture.

We pay tribute to the memory of Zoltán Kovács K. who, returning from emigration, joined the Chris-
tian Democratic political movement with such energy that even young people might envy. Not only 
did he propose to establish the Barankovics István Foundation at the dawn of the regime change, 
but he also worked tirelessly operating it for years. Although he never accepted the positions offered 
to him due to his well-known modesty, the title of honorary president belongs forever to him. We 
intend this volume to commemorate the ideology’s historical predecessors, without whom we would 
not be here now.

We would like to thank the former and current members of the Board of Trustees of the Barankovics 
István Foundation for undertaking this work without compensation. Last but not least, we would 
like to thank all those who have worked to realise our own projects and the successful applications 
submitted to us, expending their expertise and time for our common cause.

 

Budapest, Advent, 2020.

Prof. Dr. József Mészáros, 
the Chairman of the Barankovics István Foundation’s Board of Trustees

Dr. András Gábor Szényei, 
the Vice-Chairman of the Barankovics István Foundation’s Board of Trustees

5T h e  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  B a r a n k o v i c s  I s t v á n  F o u n d a t i o n



6

t
h

e
 

b
a

r
a

n
k

o
v

i
c

s
 

i
s

t
v

á
n

 
f

o
u

n
d

a
t

i
o

n
 

t
u

r
n

s
 

3
0



The authors’ foreword
.
.
.

Anyone who undertakes to write the history of the Barankovics István Foundation’ first stage soon 
hits a wall. Reconstructing the history of an organisation that has been technically operating for 
only ten years is not an easy task. The difficulties in research become apparent from the outset, as 
the Foundation from 1990 to 2005 did not have an archive that survives (or, if it does, it lurks in some 
place unknown). The first chapter is based on materials collected from ongoing archival research 
at two sources. The Register of the Metropolitan Court’s Civil and Other Non-Corporate Organisa-
tions (the Civil Office of the Metropolitan Court at the time of the first registration) provides guid-
ance on the registration of the Foundation, the changes in the Chairmen of the Board(s) of Trustees, 
the amendment of the memorandum of association and on the legal aspects of the liquidation. In 
terms of content, the legacy of Zoltán Kovács K., preserved in the National Archives of the Hungar-
ian National Archives in Bécsi Street, was of fundamental importance. The agricultural engineer 
and journalist, who returned after forty years of forced emigration, played an essential role in the 
history of the Barankovics Foundation. Zoltán Kovács K.’s involvement in the work of the Founda-
tion between 1992 and 1998 was of decisive importance. As a study consultant and study advisor 
not only did he collect documents closely related to his own work, but he also saved several reports, 
board minutes and official letters for future researchers. Without researching his legacy, the history 
of the Foundation cannot be written (“Uncle Zoli’s” commitment is well illustrated by the fact that 
he even created a home library from his own books to help inform staff). The vast majority of the 
members delegated to the Board of Trustees of the Foundation are no longer among us, and conduct-
ing the planned interviews with those still alive was not possible due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
Some board members were contacted by phone (Gábor Jobbágyi, Miklós Lukáts, Miklós Gáspár), but 
they had little memory of their political presence or the crumbs of information they provided were 
not so relevant. We had also hoped to cooperate with a previous Chairman of the Board of Trustees, 
but Tamás Kipke did not respond to our request.
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The second chapter presents the history of the Barankovics Academy Foundation, which, after the end 
of the first era of the Barankovics István Foundation, functioned as the spiritual hinterland of Chris-
tian democracy from February 1998.

In the third chapter, we give an overview of the second stage of the Foundation’s history from 2006 
to 2020 along with the presentation of the Foundation’s activities. When developing our research 
concept, we first and foremost sought to answer the question of whether the Foundation – with the 
means at its disposal – was able to achieve the goals set out in the statutes, namely, to support the 
political culture of the Christian democratic conservative socio-cultural base, and to inspire Chris-
tian public life. Although our approach can only partially fulfil the need for a chronological aspect, it 
provides an opportunity to present the themes and value choices that have been paradigmatic fea-
tures of Hungary’s Christian democratic political culture over the past fourteen years.

To write the chapter, we used above all the documentation in the Foundation’s archives, the materials 
of projects initiated by the Board of Trustees, the applications submitted and supported by the deci-
sion-making body and other reports. During the processing of the information, we found particu-
larly helpful the information available on BIA websites, at kdnp.hu, on the websites of the supported 
organisations and in the printed and digital publications of the Foundation. While writing the first 
stage of the Foundation’s story, the scarcity of resources was the main problem, in presenting the 
second stage the abundance of resources caused difficulty. Therefore, we had to dispense with doc-
umenting the support policy of the Board of Trustees in detail, we only illustrated its characteris-
tics with a few typical examples.

The authors would like to thank the President of the Barankovics István Foundation, Prof. Dr. József 
Mészáros, and the Vice President Dr. András Gábor Szényei for making our research work possible 
and supporting the archival research necessary for writing the first chapter. Thanks are also due to 
the staff working in the Foundation’s office, Tünde Hegedüs and Júlia Frenyó, for their online help 
in exploring the resources and compiling the appendices to the anniversary volume in the midst of 
the pandemic restrictions.

Budapest, December 2020

Miklós Gyorgyevics | Rita Mária Kiss | Róbert Szabó
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R Ó B E R T  S Z A B Ó
.
.
.

The Barankovics Foundation  
between 1990 and 2005

From the first steps to the establishment of the Foundation
In May 1990, after the first multi-party elections in forty-three years, the Christian Democratic People’s 
Party entered the legislature, but despite this success the party was forced to make changes. In spite 
of the results, which were based on the historic identity of the party, all leaders were aware that the 
party’s image needed to be modernized. Not only did the organisational disadvantages of the late 
start have to be eliminated, but also there was a need for an organisation that would acquaint soci-
ety with the fruits of European Christian politics and the history of Hungarian Christian democracy, 
about which little was generally known due to forty years of spiritual confinement. In addition to the 
publication of Christian democratic values through courses, lectures and book publishing, the need 
for planned political training was also articulated. Reinforcement of Christian-democratic member-
ship – the need for party recruitment – justified the launch of political training of various degrees 
and purposes at municipal, political leadership and professional levels. Therefore, on June 21, 1990, 
the leadership of the Christian Democratic People’s Party adopted the founding deed of the Baranko
vics István Foundation (BIA)1. The secretary general of the Democratic People’s Party was chosen as 
the eponym of the foundation (probably on the proposal of Zoltán Kovács K.), because in the West-
ern Christian Democratic movement his person symbolised modern Hungarian Christian democratic 
thinking. When BIA was founded, the main objectives of the organisation were stated in the deed: to 
promote the formation and development of communities with a Christian perspective and the devel-
opment of Christian public and political culture.2 In line with Order No. 55 of the Budapest Metropol-

9T h e  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  B a r a n k o v i c s  I s t v á n  F o u n d a t i o n



itan Court (after the secretary of the Board of Trustees, Miklós Gáspár rectified the completed deed 
on 6 September) the Foundation was registered on September 13, 1990. The registered representative 
was the then party chairman László Surján, and the party’s headquarters in Nagy Jenő utca were 
listed as the seat of the foundation.3 The memorandum of association provided for the introduction 
of a tender system to support the foundation, for the composition of the decision-making body and 
the Board of Trustees (five members delegated by the founding KDNP Steering Committee), for the 
election of the chairman of the Board of Trustees, for the possibility of expanding membership by 
involvement of invited donor personalities or honourable persons, and for the recall of members. 
The duration of membership of the Board of Trustees was regulated for five years by the founding 
deed, and it included the institution of the Secretary of the Board of Trustees and the Board of Direc-
tors.4 The frequency of Board meetings was set at least twice a year, otherwise the term “as needed” 
was used. László Surján became the representative and first chairman of the Board of Trustees. The 
share capital of the foundation was set at HUF 100,000. However, this amount was received in the 
form of a bank transfer only after August 9, 1991 by Ferenc Lassányi, the then economic director of 
the Barankovics István Foundation, who took over the position of managing director from Pál Marik 
on July 17, 1991.5 Lassányi presented his ideas for covering the operating and publication costs of the 
foundation at the meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Foundation on September 8. In December 
1991, he sent out 150 letters asking for donations at home and abroad, and on December 27 he signed 
a contract with the parliamentary group of the Christian Democratic People’s Party on behalf of BIA. 
The bilateral agreement made it possible to finance the Foundation’s 

expenditure from interest through cash management.6 Lending facilities have been available and used 
since September 1993.

Previously, in 1990, ninety events had been organised for 3,700 people who were able to choose from 
a wide range of course offerings: church, social, Christian political literacy, agriculture, economics, 
youth, pedagogy, trade unionism, trade, communication, and management training. From the spring 
of 1991, the Barankovics István Foundation organised educational lectures on the social teaching of 
churches, the social encyclicals of popes, the European roots of Christian democracy and its influ-
ence in Hungary, and the last one hundred years of Central and Eastern European history.

 Over two and a half years up to 1993, more than HUF 1.2 million was given to individuals for scholar-
ship and grant applications adjudicated at board meetings, and approximately 2 million was given 
to organisations.

The first active year of the Foundation was characterised by self-organisation and functioning. In 
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the framework of party education, in addition to organising courses, the Half-Completed Reforma-
tion was disseminated for further training7, and Pope Leo the XIII’s encyclical, Rerum novarum was 
republished.8 In the first period of the Barankovics István Foundation’s publishing practice, it did 
not consistently seek to include the name of the Foundation in all publications that it sponsored or 
issued. Based on the sources, it is probable that there are more works whose publication involved or 
was supported by the Foundation than those in whose bibliographic description the name of the 
Foundation survived.

 The basic goals are to instil Christian democratic values in a society that has fallen victim to collec-
tive distortions of consciousness and to acquire practical political skills in order to help individuals 
and society reach expertise through developed competencies, the acquisition of professional knowl-
edge of public life, the selection of Christian Democratic policy toward the realisation of solidarity. 
In addition to specific political training, the social teaching of the Catholic Church was presented in 
targeted lectures. After 1990, in addition to Hungarian experts, Christian-educated lecturers and edu-
cators living in Western Europe were also invited in political education.9 In order to strengthen the 
ecumenical nature of Christian democratic ideas, in the spirit of interdenominationalism proclaimed 
and professed from the beginning, special emphasis was placed on presenting Protestant social eth-
ics. Therefore, the Foundation invited Protestant speakers in addition to presenting the social teach-
ing of the Catholic Church and later to establish relations with the Protestant Workshop established 
within the Christian Democratic People’s Party.10

Obtaining stable financial support was key to the Foundation’s long-term operation. Here, too, the mer-
its of Zoltán Kovács K. must be emphasized. He officially worked for the Foundation from the summer 
of 1992, and the remaining sources suggest that, in addition to his mandate, he played an important 
role in the negotiations at the Hungarian branch of a capital-intensive German party foundation. 
For decades, he was associated with Western European, mainly German, Christian democratic and 
Christian socialist parties. He had an established network of contacts and a wide range of acquaint-
ances, which he also put at the service of the Hungarian Christian democrat political life. Negotia-
tions with the Budapest envoy of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, close to the German Christian 
Democratic Union (CDU), began in December 1991 and were concluded in the spring of 1992. The Hanns 
Seidel Foundation, affiliated to the Bavarian Christian Social Union, as a potential party foundation 
partner, only came to the attention of the leaders of the Barankovics Foundation a year later. How-
ever, this period is already reminiscent of the second era in the history of BIA.
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1  �The founding document contains the official name, which is Barankovics István Foundation. A shorter name version, Barankovics Foundation, was 

often used in publications and official correspondence.

2  �Metropolitan Court. Management Office of Civil and other non-corporate organisations.

3  �The objective of the Foundation was summarized on two pages: the aim is to support Christian culture, training, education, and scientific re-

search; to support those persons with a Christian worldview who are involved in or preparing to participate in public and political life; to promote 

the publication and distribution of Christian publications (books, magazines, dailies, etc.); to support the establishment of Christian “Community 

Houses”; to support Christian-minded institutions and social organisations (e.g. youth, women, workers, peasants, etc.); to support other organi-

sations and persons who, in their goals, spirit and activities, serve the prosperity of Hungarian Christian public life.

4  �The following members of the Christian Democratic People’s Party (KDNP) were nominated for the listed positions on the Board of Trustees: Béla 

Csépe (1931-2009), price expert, Miklós Lukáts (1946), Secretary of State for Architecture and Politics, Tamás Lukács (1950), lawyer, Zsolt Sem-

jén (1962) theologist, then head of KDNP group, János Rózsavölgyi (1930–1994) geologist, whose position was not filled after his death. Miklós 

Gáspár (1945), legal counsel, was elected secretary. In September 1992, Péter Farkas, a sociologist and human ecologist, is mentioned on the 

Board of Trustees. Cf. Zoltán Kovács K.: The Barankovics István Foundation in the service of Christian Public Life. Newsletter, September 1992.

5  �The legacy of Zoltán Kovács K. National Archives of the Hungarian National Archives. P2264 Documents of the Barankovics István Foundation 

1990–2008. Box 21 (1990-1993).

6  �Other types of wealth accumulation also took place. On 11 December 1994, the joint accounts were settled with the KDNP group.

7  �“In the midst of a reformed era: why did the country’s Christian humanist renewal stall?”: a collection of studies published in the Catholic Review 

/ [by Ferenc Babóthy et al.]. Rome, Detti, 1990.

8  �“Christian foundations of society: Rerum novarum, Pope Leo XIII’s circular on the situation of workers.” Translated by Katalin Dér; the foreword 

was written by László Surján. Budapest, Christian Democratic People’s Party, 1991.

9  �Rudolf Rezsőházy (1929), a professor at the Faculty of Economics, Society and Political Science at the Catholic University of Leuven, gave a lec-

ture, and István Muzslay (1923–2007), a Jesuit priest and professor of applied economics at the same Flemish University, also gave lectures.

10  �An example of this is the published volumes on the relationship between Protestantism and Christian democracy: Gottfried Mehnert’s “Protes-

tants in Christian Democracy: From Siegen to Wittenberg, or What We Can Learn from the German Way.” It was translated and the chronological 

table was compiled by Lajos Békefy. Budapest, Barankovics István Foundation, 1993. And “Faith and Politics: Protestants in Christian Democra-

cy” edited by Lajos Békefy. Budapest, Christian Democratic People’s Party Protestant Workshop, Barankovics Foundation, 1994.
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The golden years of the Foundation (1992–1996)
The Barankovics Foundation and the Konrad Adenauer Foundation (KAS) signed a grant agreement on 
9 April 1992. By this agreement, the German foundation provided the office and technical equipment 
for its Hungarian partner from May 1992, covered the salaries and other costs of its employees. We 
also have data on the amount of that support, which amounted to DEM 120,000 in the year in ques-
tion. Financial support could not be used for direct party-political purposes. Half could be spent on 
further training courses and lectures, a quarter on publications, and the other quarter on staff and 
material expenditure – a full-time organising secretary and a part-time administrator. At a later 
meeting, a promise of an increased budget was made, including support for personal expenses and 
travel claims. Political training started in June 1992, and KAS undertook to support several courses 
and events in that year: the first two-day group leader-training seminar by the Christian Demo-
cratic Union (IKU) at the Szombathely Catholic Further Education Institute (May 22-24, 1992), a one-
and-a-half-day course at the Pannonian Free University of Vienna (June 5-6), but a two-day Christian 
Democratic People’s Party – Hungarian Christian Interest Protection Association (MAKESZ) semi-
nar held in the centre of the Christian Democratic People’s Party also received financial assistance 
(June 27-28, 1992).11

 In addition to the listed events, without claiming to be exhaustive, the following can be linked to BIA 
as the co-organisers, in the form of financial support or by hiring lecturers to BIA: Apor Vilmos Folk 
High School in Sopron and IKU Residential Nyíregyháza Leadership Conference, one-day leadership 
training course in Dombóvár, and the Apor Folk High School event in Fertőd. Through KAS, event 
venues were provided by the Christian Democratic Academy in Central and Eastern Europe. Cooper-
ation was also established with the Homeland and Progress Foundation, closely linked to the Hun-
garian Democratic Forum, in order to jointly organise the memorial ceremony of Bishop Vilmos Apor 
of Győr (November 7-9, 1992). From the start of the educational programmes in June 1992 until the 
end of the year, a four-day, 14 three-day, five two-day, three one-day folk college courses were organ-
ised, and 1,003 people attended the 23 events.

On July 13, 1992, at a Board of Trustees meeting, the Barankovics Academy, the highest-level politi-
cal training institution of the Christian Democratic People’s Party, was established and it officially 
opened on October 24, 1992. The Board of Trustees also decided to establish the BIA Study Committee 
(members: Lajos Békefy, Péter Farkas, György Giczy, György Hölvényi, Zsolt Semjén), which under-
took to prepare a draft for the planning of residential weekend study days. They also gained experi-
ence in the field of study weekends. While previous topics of the seminar-type lectures was abstract, 
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ideological, or historical (comparison of liberalism, socialism and Christian democracy, Christian-
style treatment of the social issues in the 19th century, Christian democracy in Hungary and West-
ern Europe in the 19th century and after 1945, Rerum novarum, and the history of Christian social 
movements from 1920), by the end of the year, perceiving growing interest, they moved to solve con-
temporary problems. Recognizing this shift, there was a growing demand for the transfer of Chris-
tian knowledge that is necessary or helpful in resolving a given situation. In addition to mastering 
the practices of democratic politics, there was a growing intent for economic independence, further 
training of small private entrepreneurs, and the launch of seminars on Christian trade union activ-
ity. Basic course types were also created; in addition to academic weekends (Leányfalu), applications 
for one-and-a-half-day and residential courses over a six-week period became popular. The support 
and scholarship activities of BIA were also launched in 1992.12

Simultaneously (but not in connection) with the German contract, the founding document of the 
Barankovics István Foundation was amended on 4 May 1992 (points 3f and g and 5a). The objectives 
included the support of the parliamentarians of the KDNP, as well as the support of all institutions, 
organisations, and individuals, who serve the prosperity in Hungarian Christian public life. The 
terms for maintaining the Foundation were also changed; subsequently, this purpose was served 
by 70% of the amount of donations paid, 100% of target payments (this was not yet included in the 
previous articles of association), and the return on the foundation’s assets (interest, business income, 
other income).

After an encouraging start in 1992, with the increased support of KAS (DM 250,000 in 1993), long-term 
plans were drawn up in 1993. In response to user needs, the shift towards the transfer of practical, 
material, and timely knowledge has come to the fore in parallel with the mapping of niche needs. 
Recognizing the importance of pragmatic political training, in order to prepare for the following 
year’s parliamentary and municipal elections, emphasis was placed on the transfer and dissemina-
tion of practice-oriented, usable knowledge. Political courses at the level of local units provided fur-
ther training in public life, public opinion formation, media relations, communication techniques, PR 
work and conflict resolution. Basic education was carried out 15 times using adult education meth-
ods in the framework of economic, social, municipal, nationality and communication courses. Voca-
tional courses for small agricultural and rural development enterprises and in-service training for 
teachers were held at two locations. Mayor applicants were able to receive municipal training, to 
study and exchange experiences in three locations. The support of the ethnic conferences of IKU and 
the Catholic Parish of Diósgyőr in three places showed the enrichment of the topic. The Barankovics 

14

t
h

e
 

b
a

r
a

n
k

o
v

i
c

s
 

i
s

t
v

á
n

 
f

o
u

n
d

a
t

i
o

n
 

t
u

r
n

s
 

3
0



István Foundation organised a two-day campaign event in German on the topic of “the future of 
agriculture, the future of the village” twice in February 1993 and on the last weekend of April 1993 at 
Ménfőcsanak and Szombathely. IKU, the Apor Vilmos Folk High School and the Regnum Marianum 
Youth Community were partners in seven joint events. They were also involved in celebrating sev-
eral significant Christian political personalities and historical events. They attended a conference 
on August 21, in Győr, at the commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Catho-
lic Social People’s Movement and on November 15, in honour of the 70th anniversary of the death of 
Sándor Giesswein at the Eötvös Loránd University. Two days before that, representatives of the Foun-
dation took part in a joint commemoration ceremony with the Apor Vilmos Folk High School and the 
Jacques Maritain Society on the 70th anniversary of the death of Sándor Giesswein. They also pro-
vided financial support for the commemoration in Szeged of the 50th anniversary of the death of 
Bishop Gyula Glattfelder and the commemoration in Heves of the Transylvanian sociologist József 
Venczel. Rudolf Rezsőházy, a lecturer in Belgium, gave a lecture on Western European society living 
according to Christian values on May 28, 1993, at the joint event of the Barankovics István Founda-
tion and the Catholic Academy of Social Sciences, while Miklós Tomka discussed the relationship 
between changing European values ​​and Hungarian society. In the spirit of ecumenism, the activi-
ties of the Protestant Workshop continued to be promoted, and the Protestant Workshop’s lecturer 
was given the opportunity to participate at six venues on eight occasions. Gottfried Mehnert’s trans-
lated work was also published.

In November 1993, a one-week course for KDNP parliamentary candidates, organised by BIA, began in 
Dobogókő and Budapest. The examination of the 167 candidates took place at two locations with the 
involvement of György Pintér, the head of studies, and Zoltán Kovács K. According to the summaries, 
90 events were held in 1993, most of them lasting two or three days, one for four days, four for one 
week, with 3,700 registered participants. They held 88 two-to-three-day weekend courses, two four-
week and four one-week courses with 7637 guests.13 In addition to Christian-political training, the 
foundation also contributed to the growth of its intellectual voters’ political culture through highly 
successful publications. In that year, the so-called “Blue Book” series was launched, which started 
as a political pocket library. The first volumes of the series “Christianity and Public Life” were also 
published, as well as the “image booklets” of the political group, which presented the parliamentary 
performance of the deputies.14

After KAS, a cooperation agreement was signed on November 24, 1993 between the Barankovics István 
Foundation and the Hanns Seidel Foundation (HAS). In 1994, this German Christian socialist part-
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ner undertook to support the study of the role of local government in shaping the social and politi-
cal structure of democracy (experience of local government work since the change of regime, central 
municipal tasks in the second half of the 1990s) and further training courses. For the following year, 
it supported the publication of two books (the book by Niels Arbøl and the work edited by Zoltán 
Kovács K. on the history, spirituality, and personalities of Hungarian Christian democracy). It was 
also agreed that HAS would provide support to fund and organise KDNP county campaign leader 
training courses. At the end of November 1993, a two-day event for 320 people took place in Buda-
pest with the support of the Seidel Foundation. On November 29, 1993, the Barankovics István Foun-
dation published calls for tender in accordance with its foundation objectives, in which applications 
could be submitted on the topics of the Democratic People’s Party Secretary General, his politics, the 
history of Christian Democratic-Christian socialist politics in Hungary after 1945 and the formation 
of local organisations of the Democratic People’s Party and their involvement in the local dimension 
of the 1947 elections.15

By 1994, the preparation of KDNP parliamentary and local government candidates became the focus of 
the activities of the Barankovics foundation. Thus, its educational activity in 1994 was fully focused 
on organising nearly 100 events, on which HUF 9 million (the full support from KAS) was spent. Due 
to their short-term objectives, they primarily supported campaign events for parliamentary and 
municipal elections (twenty different one to three-day municipal events with more than a thou-
sand candidates.) Over ten agricultural science and six female youth events were organised, but 
entrepreneurial, municipal, amateur discussions were also held on other topics. There were foreign 
and Hungarian guests in the lecture series of the Barankovics István Foundation (in the persons of 
István Muzslay and Ferenc Glatz), and the Barankovics Academy Foundation also organised five lec-
tures. In 1994, the Barankovics István Foundation held youth (14), agricultural (11), environmental (3), 
trade union (5) and pedagogical (3) training sessions within the framework of stratum and group-
oriented training. In twenty-five cases, one and two-day political management courses were adver-
tised for parliamentary campaign leaders and campaign organisers. Twenty-four professional, legal, 
and managerial seminars were available for local government representatives and mayors, and six 
trade union representatives appeared on the study day of their trade union course. On several occa-
sions, the Hungarian Christian Democrats in Upper Hungary were trained by BIA in Dobogókő and 
the Transcarpathians in Sóstógyógyfürdő. A more differentiated form of training was introduced to 
meet the needs of different target groups (different topics for those interested in politics and for those 
less interested). Nearly a quarter (23) of their one hundred events were held in the capital, 56 were one-
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day events, fewer than fifty were two to three-day events, but four, five, and even seven-day courses 
were held. 302 speakers were invited to attend (ranging from bishop to journalist to councillors and 
MPs), more than a third of the meetings were for elections (campaign leadership, preparation of can-
didates, organisation of a consultation course for elected members); 15 parliamentary events (with 
200 candidates) and 25 meetings related to local elections were organised together with the Home-
land and Progress Foundation, attracting more than a thousand interested people. In addition, there 
were courses for youths, teachers, trade unions (Budapest, Gyöngyös, Pécs, Celldömölk), ethnic and 
novice journalists, ten courses for agricultural entrepreneurs (Mosonmagyaróvár, Ásványráró), as 
well as local government representatives for mayors (Dobogókő). On August 20, 1994, a series of St. 
Stephen lectures was organised in Pannonhalma, and on December 3, they appeared on the study day 
of the Christian Democratic Platform of the Railwaymen’s Trade Union in Celldömölk. Most of their 
books, published with the support of BIA or in their own imprint, promoted election programmes or 
presented candidates, but also published historical work and conference proceedings.16

During a meeting with the representative of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation on 17 August 1994, it 
became clear that the Foundation’s support seemed secure until the end of 1996. From 1995 onwards, 
however, they had to calculate with decreased staff costs, and increasing the Barankovics István 
Foundation’s own revenue sources would be a task in the future. At the same time, suggestions were 
made for the foundation to seek to describe the institutional system of democracy and its practi-
cal benefits in the future. When sponsoring the Dobogókő lecturer training course, KAS encouraged 
the cooperation of the Barankovics István Foundation and the Homeland and Progress Foundation 
before the municipal elections. The meeting of the Board of Trustees on 13 December 1994 had already 
expected a reduction in subsidies and therefore, in addition to increasing its training programmes in 
the future (leadership training for municipal leaders and representatives and ordinary party mem-
bers), it also recommended increasing the paid form of municipal training.

There were cracks in the operation of the Foundation in 1995 – initially these were only financial dif-
ficulties. The representative of KAS announced a 15% reduction in subsidies from Germany and pre-
dicted a 40% loss of the budget of the Budapest office. He made it clear that this would also have an 
impact on BIA support. Partly due to the increase in revenues, payment for certain municipal (mainly 
mayoral) courses was also on the agenda again.

Until 30 June, 31 events worth HUF 3.5 million were organised (which was 30% of the available budget). 
Due to the decrease in support, 38 fewer events took place compared to the previous year. At the 
same time, the series of lectures of the Barankovics Academy (at the invitation of Rudolf Andorka, 
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Ferenc Szabó) continued; Monday night’s performances improved; they funded the summer training 
of teachers, the preparation of trade union functionaries for Workers’ Councils elections, several 
conferences of KESZOSZ and Workers’ Councils, and they also continued to support the six-party forum 
in Debrecen. On September 9, 1995, a public forum and lectures of the Barankovics István Foundation 
were held in Baja. Between October 20 and 30, 1995, lectures were held at several locations (Budapest, 
Szeged, Nyíregyháza, Dobogókő, Zsámbék); on the November 1995 programmes, events were organised 
in Békéscsaba, Debrecen and Dobogókő. In November 1995, three lectures were given at two venues 
with Dutch support. The reduction in funding also had an impact on the number of publications.17

The task of the Barankovics István Foundation became the indirect party organisation among the var-
ious professional branches (teacher, doctor, pharmacist, professional activist, local government rep-
resentative, ethnic representative). They placed the main emphasis on solutions to their professional 
problems and concerns, linking them with the introduction of Christian democratic ideals.

While the agenda of the board meeting of March 20, 1995, at the request of the KDNP Executive Board, 
included the publication of a booklet on the history of the party, a proposal was made to hold shorter 
but more effective board meetings. At the next board meeting (June 8), the extension of the term of 
office of the board members was discussed. At that time, the idea was to renew the term of office of 
the standing members, and to increase the number of members of the Board of Trustees to include 
honourable members (two persons were invited.) 18 It was also proposed to abolish the institution 
of the Board of Directors. The dismantling of the previously harmonious system ensued. In October, 
the KDNP President sent entirely new board members19 to replace the old ones. At the same time, the 
credibility of previous foundation protocols was questioned, financial irregularities were mentioned, 
and failures of reporting was voiced, but there was also a strong emphasis on criticism of the results 
achieved, including irregular record-keeping. László Surján confirmed his intention to resign as chair-
man as a result of the criticisms of the executive board, and Zoltán Kovács K. (who was co-opted for 
the Board of Trustees in 1994) disagreed with the planned resignation of the co-opted members and 
resigned from the Foundation. The controversy continued at the meeting of the Board of Trustees on 
November 2, 1995. Contrary to the original agenda, the new members of the Board of Trustees ter-
minated the appointments of three previously convened members of the Board of Trustees (includ-
ing László Surján) by a majority vote, and Zoltán Kovács K. and the managing director of KAS were 
elected members of the Board of Trustees. Zoltán Kovács K. suggested that the leadership of the party 
could not have a direct right of instruction regarding the affairs of the Foundation.20

After the election of György Giczy as party chairman, changes began in the life of the foundation. They 
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broke with the previous practice that the party president also held the presidency of the Foundation, 
and on December 20, 1995, the Metropolitan Court registered the change of the representatives and 
location of the Barankovics István Foundation. János Prauer became the chairman of the Board of 
Trustees, Zoltán Bassola, Ferenc Inotay21, Sándor Karcsay, László Seszták and Erhard von der Bank, the 
representative of KAS in Hungary became members of the Board of Trustees.22 The address of Prauer 
‘s private residence was given as the address of the Foundation.23

By 1996, the storm clouds around the smooth operation of the Barankovics István Foundation seemed 
to gather. First, the leaders of BIA and the German Christian Democratic Foundation met in June 
1996, and then they broke with the Konrad Adenauer Foundation the following month. “Due to the 
changes that took place, the cooperation was broken”. Presumably, due to the marginalisation of Zol-
tán Kovács K., cooperation with the Barankovics Foundation was not reassured. Until then, 18,336 
participants attended their 482 events.

Meanwhile, the legal crisis over the alleged irregular operation of BIA and the management crisis 
became established in the operation of the Board of Trustees, but this did not yet have an impact 
on the operation of the Foundation. The Monday performances of the Barankovics István Founda-
tion were still held once a month except July and August. In March 1996 and in the second quarter, 
22 foundation meetings were planned in the capital and in the countryside. Thus, in the plans for 
the September 1996 events, 21 meetings were described. In October and November 1996, a series of 
weekend courses was organised for young people in Nagymaros and Dobogókő, and an informative 
series of lectures for the leaders of the party’s county and local organisations. Even historical work 
was published.24

In April 1996, János Prauer was removed from the position of chairman of the Board of Trustees and 
Ferenc Inotay temporarily became the managing Trustee, but other members of the Board of Trus-
tees also appeared (Gábor Jobbágyi, László Benya, Tibor Füzessy, then executive chairman of KDNP). 
In their letters and notes, Jobbágyi and Inotay considered the operation of the Barankovics István 
Foundation to be irregular, the tendering system contradictory, and urged a new memorandum of 
association and a new Board of Trustees. Füzessy formally took over the chairmanship of the Board 
of Trustees in June 1996, and the change in the presidency was announced to the Metropolitan Court 
in September 1996.25
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Silence and liquidation
In 1997, a political struggle unfolded in the Christian Democratic People’s Party between the party 
leadership, seeking a political ally among right-wing radicals and modern conservative elite groups, 
favouring a civic alliance. The result was a party split and a civil war lasting several years, followed 
by a lengthy lawsuit. The party president (with his followers) excluded the members who disagreed 
with them, including Zoltán Kovács K. Although he was formally a member of the Foundation at the 
time, he announced his resignation from the Board of Trustees in January 1998 following the events.26

We do not have relevant information about the operation of the Foundation after 1996. It was not cov-
ered by the press, and the Foundation showed little publishing activity.27 After his departure, Zol-
tán Kovács K. discontinued collecting the organisation’s documents. The official KDNP did not enter 
the legislature in the 1998 parliamentary elections, and its own leadership crisis deepened further. 
This can be measured in the official entries concerning the chair of the Board of Trustees of the 
Barankovics Foundation. On June 17, 1998, the Executive Board of the Christian Democratic People’s 
Party again addressed the fate of the Foundation. Their decision revealed that the composition of 
the Board of Trustees had been unknown for a year. Due to the reduction of financial support in Sep-
tember 1997 they could not prepare candidates for the elections, they could not support rural polit-
ical events, nor could they issue publications. Giczy proposed to amend the statutes of BIA, so that 
the Supervisory Body would be the Executive Body instead of the Management Committee. Accord-
ing to the last (so far as is known) decision, a representative of BIA (chairman of the Board of Trus-
tees) was appointed in the person of Tamás Kipke. The registered office of the foundation was 1126 
Budapest, Dolgos u. 17. I / 2.28

Two days later, on June 19, 1998, party chairman György Giczy announced repeated changes in the 
composition of the Board of Trustees of the Barankovics István Foundation and in the person of its 
chairman to the Metropolitan Court (as the court of first instance). This was challenged by Füzessy 
in the Metropolitan Court on 22 June because the KDNP delegates were appointed not by the KDNP 
National Committee but by the KDNP Managing Committee. According to his petition, Giczy’s goal 
was to settle internal personal disputes, to illegally enforce party political considerations, and ulti-
mately to take possession of the KDNP leadership within BIA.29 On July 24, Tibor Füzessy filed action 
against the decision of the Executive Board of the Christian Democratic People’s Party on the change 
of location of the Barankovics István Foundation and the election of a new chairman of the Board of 
Trustees due to its illegal nature. (He was not notified as chairman of the amended articles of associ-
ation or of the change in the person of the chairman of the Board of Trustees.)30 Giczy twice quickly 
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announced the change of location of the Barankovics István Foundation twice and initiated a fur-
ther amendment of the memorandum of association, which was met by the legal complaints filed 
by Füzessy, but his appeal was dismissed. After the expiration of the term of office of the still func-
tioning Board of Trustees, the Christian Democratic People’s Party initiated (May 10, 2000) the disso-
lution of the Barankovics István Foundation at the Metropolitan Court. It no longer had any assets, 
could not nominate a new Board of Trustees, did not operate the Foundation, and could not fulfil its 
goals. Five years passed, and on February 17, 2005, the Budapest General Prosecutor’s Office ruled in 
the lawsuit against the Barankovics István Foundation (defendant) to terminate the Foundation. The 
judgment became final on 23 April 2005.31

Closing remarks
The Barankovics Foundation fulfilled its party education tasks and objectives during its practical oper-
ation for about ten years. By introducing the ideals of Christian democracy, it did much to promote its 
political culture. During its political training, it greatly enriched the political knowledge of its intel-
lectual sympathisers. Its termination was not legal, but fell victim to an internal political struggle 
within a Christian-minded party, to a clash of different strategies for the party’s future direction.

From the opportunities provided by the new party law, the Barankovics István Foundation was reor-
ganised in 2006.
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The Barankovics Academy Foundation
1998–2006

A In May 2000, KDNP applied to the Metropolitan Court for the dissolution of the Barankovics István 
Foundation. The Court, after a long lawsuit, made a final ruling on the case in April 2005. As a mat-
ter of fact, however, the first era in the history of BIA ended even earlier. Zoltán Kovács K. – the intel-
lectual idealist of the Foundation and a former MP of the Democratic People’s Party, who returned 
home from emigration – was expelled from KDNP in 1997, together with several other members. He 
then resigned from the Board of Trustees in January 1998.

One chapter closed, but another began. Zoltán Kovács K. refused to give up on what he had dedicated 
his life to after the re-establishment of KDNP, namely the creation of an intellectual background for 
Christian democracy in Hungary. With the help of a circle of mostly middle-aged intellectuals, he 
continued the work that had been abandoned in BIA. The Barankovics Academy Foundation was thus 
registered on 19 February 1998. Its aim, as stated in the court registration, was “to explore the tradi-
tions of international Christian democracy, to enrich its achievements and to transmit its ideals to 
the society. It also aimed to promote the effective presence and renewal of the ideals of Christian 
democracy in the Hungarian society in the public and cultural spheres; to represent and promote the 
intellectual and political legacy of István Barankovics; to organise lectures; to operate the “Baranko
vics Academy” as a public forum; to promote scientific research, education, training and culture in 
the Christian spirit; and to promote the publication and distribution of books and other printed mat-
ter with a Christian worldview.”
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Let us dwell on the choice of the name. On the one hand, the Barankovics Academy operated within 
BIA, so the name itself carried some kind of continuity in those difficult times. On the other hand, the 
name choice of the Barankovics István Foundation followed a German example, as, for instance, the 
CDU party foundation took the name of Konrad Adenauer. In Hungary, however, this way of nam-
ing was not obvious. Although the Democratic People’s Party was identified with its leader and was 
sometimes referred to as the Barankovics Party, the perception of his person during the change of 
regime was by no means completely uniform. There was obviously a fault line between the MPs who 
went into exile and those who experienced persecution at home. Another problem was that the rela-
tionship between the emblematic figure of the Catholic resistance, Cardinal József Mindszenty, and 
István Barankovics was tense throughout their lives. Finally, his former fellow MPs also had differ-
ent views on the former Secretary-General. Clearly and almost exclusively, it was to Zoltán Kovács 
K.’s merit placing the person of Barankovics in the forefront. He named a hall after him at the KDNP 
headquarters, later proposed the creation of an award, which would be named after him, sporting 
his portrait. Of course, it was also him who wanted to name the KDNP foundation after its former 
leader. Thus, it was clear that the name of Barankovics would have to appear again in the name of 
the new foundation formed of necessity.

As for antecedents, the opening event of the Barankovics Academy, operating within BIA, took place on 
October 24, 1992. The event was launched by a speech delivered by László Surján, President of KDNP, 
also the President of the Foundation, and speakers included György Osváth, Zoltán Kovács K. and 
László Varga. Shortly afterwards, the first and largest event of the Academy, a study weekend, took 
place in Leányfalu on November 6-8, 1992. The lectures were also published under the title “Chris-
tians and Democracy”, in the Roman Catholic Review, edited by Gellért Békés and Zoltán Kovács K. In 
their introduction, the editors referred back to the Worldview Academy launched by István Baranko
vics in the autumn of 1948, which was entitled “The State of Christianity in Society” and discussed 
topics expressly not related to the party but to the political literacy of the general public. They quoted 
Barankovics, “Only educated and moral people can govern themselves successfully”. In fact, this 
approach influenced the operation of the Barankovics Academy throughout the beginning, and also 
later when it became an independent foundation. It is no coincidence that the opening study of the 
volume was written by Zoltán Kovács K.: “István Barankovics’ Teaching on Christian and Democratic 
Politics.” The other editor of the volume, Gellért Békés, wrote a study entitled “Christian Unity in the 
Service of Social Commitment”. Further lecturers and contributors to the volume included László Sur-
ján, Minister of Public Welfare, Miklós Tomka, a sociologist of religion, and Lajos Békefy, a Reformed 

25T h e  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  B a r a n k o v i c s  I s t v á n  F o u n d a t i o n



pastor, who discussed the relationship between poetics and ethics from a Protestant point of view. 
The volume ended with a beautiful piece by Ferenc Gy. Pethe, a former MP of the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Party: “Awakening of a Forgotten Seer – The Memory of Sándor Giesswein”. In the first period 
of the Academy there were other significant lectures. In May 1993, Rudolf Rezsőházy, a retired Pro-
fessor of Economics at the New Catholic University of Leuven and a Member of the Belgian Academy 
of Sciences, and Miklós Tomka gave a lecture entitled “Analysis of Western European and Hungar-
ian Society on the Scales of Christian Values”. In October of the same year, Nándor Németh from 
Vienna outlined a strategy of economic development and raising living standards. István Muzslay, 
Professor of Economics at the Catholic University of Leuven and later Director of the Collegium Hun-
garicum gave two lectures at the Academy in the first half of 1994 entitled “Economy and Morality” 
and “Managing Unemployment in Western Europe”. With regard to the above-mentioned speakers, 
an important feature of the operation of BIA and BAA should be noted. Zoltán Kovács K., who spent 
most of his active years in forced emigration, had been an active participant in Hungarian Catholic 
intellectual public life in Western Europe for decades, as an employee of Radio Free Europe. He had a 
close relationship with the Pax Romana movement and the authors of the Catholic Review in Rome. 
In Munich, together with András Mária, he established and operated a Christian-minded intellec-
tual group with hundreds of members. As the actual organiser and leader of the Barankovics Foun-
dation, Zoltán Kovács K. tried to channel these relations into the Foundation’s operation.

Based on an address list, the performances were attended mainly by young intellectual sympathiz-
ers from various parts of the country. In a note written at the beginning of 1995, Gábor Bagdy pro-
posed to continue the activities of the Academy, but the developments discussed above no longer 
made this possible.

The court registered the seat of the Barankovics Academy Foundation in the VII. district at 10 Rumbach 
Sebestyén utca. Later in June 2002, this was changed to Budapest’s XII. district, at 21 Kiss János altábor-
nagy utca. However, the Barankovics Academy Foundation actually operated in an office shared with 
several Christian organisations at 10 Veres Pálné utca in the V. district. Until the summer of 2002, the 
representative of the organisation was Zoltán Kovács K. The Board of Trustees was formally registered 
at that time with the previously existing members: Gábor Bagdy, István Benyhe, Miklós Gyorgyevics, 
Zoltán Kovács K., József Mészáros, Béla Molnár, József Molnár, Antal Rogán and Zsuzsa Takáts. The 
chairman of the Board of Trustees was György Hölvényi. However, the real situation soon changed 
slightly. György Hölvényi accepted a job in Brussels, and therefore the Board of Trustees asked József 
Mészáros to be the executive chairman, who was also assisted in his work by Márk Szopkó as sec-
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retary. The latter task was previously performed by Artúr Fodor for several years. Zoltán Kovács K. 
continued to serve as honorary president, with unchanging dynamism. In fact, the Board of Trustees 
actively took part in the operation of BAA even before the court registration. Beside Zoltán Kovács 
K., József Mészáros negotiated with the large German sister foundations, which also provided finan-
cial support. It should be mentioned here that after the temporary termination of BIA, the Barank-
ovics Academy Foundation was financially supported primarily by the Hanns Seidel Foundation, 
through the good personal relationship between Zoltán Kovács K. and Mr. Hans-Friedrich Freiherr 
von Solamacher, the head of the Budapest office. However, on an occasional basis, the Konrad Ade-
nauer Foundation also provided financial resources for the holding of certain major events and the 
printing of publications. In addition to the President, Gábor Bagdy and József Mészáros maintained 
political relations with the allied parties and Hungarian foundations. György Pintér took part in the 
management of finances, and Zsuzsa Takáts in legal work. Miklós Gyorgyevics assisted with book 
publishing. István Benyhe gave several lectures in the countryside, mainly in Győr-Moson-Sopron 
county. Antal Rogán did not take an active part in the work of the Board of Trustees, and Béla Mol-
nár and József Molnár took on tasks only on an ad hoc basis. The elaboration of the programme was 
prepared by József Mészáros and Miklós Gyorgyevics, but the other members of the Board of Trus-
tees were also involved in inviting speakers. Following the restoration of the legal operation of the 
Barankovics Foundation, from 2008 BAA continued to support the activities of the Youth Christian 
Democratic Association, partly by new leaders on the Board of Trustees.

The initial period was marked by damage relief and the promotion of a credible political representa-
tion of Christian Democracy. BAA actively participated in the establishment of close cooperation 
between the Hungarian Christian Democratic Union and Fidesz–Hungarian Civic Party. As the main 
part of this activity, BAA organised large-scale Barankovics memorial sessions in Győr annually, at 
the end of summer and the beginning of autumn, later in cooperation with the Győr branch of the 
Association of Christian Intellectuals (KÉSZ). Later, the event was organised independently by KÉSZ 
in Győr and the president of the organisation, Erzsébet Lanczendorfer. The returning speaker at the 
commemorative sessions was Prime Minister Viktor Orbán.

In 2000 the Barankovics Academy Foundation produced a year-long series of content-rich programmes. 
These lectures were mostly held in the ceremonial hall or ground floor of the building of the Pázmány 
Péter Catholic University, Faculty of Law and Political Science (PPKE JÁK), in Szentkirályi utca, and 
at 10 Veres Pálné utca, where the Foundation operated. The series was called “Wednesday Evenings”, 
and the programmes were often promoted by the Faludi Academy, the Pázmány Podium, and the 
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Renaissance House of Studies. It should be emphasized that in addition to dealing with domestic 
problems, the need to understand the wider European horizon also emerged at the meetings. On three 
occasions in the first half of the year, the state of European Christian Democracy was discussed by 
various excellent speakers. The common title was “Is Western Christian Democracy in Free Fall?” The 
situation in Belgium was discussed by Rudolf Rezsőházy, a retired Professor of Economics at the New 
Catholic University of Leuven and a Member of the Belgian Academy of Sciences. Gábor Dzsingisz, 
a former CDA Member of Parliament and former Secretary of State of the Hague Government, 
spoke about the Dutch aspects. In the third lecture, the lessons of the fate of the Italian Democrazia 
Cristiana were discussed by university lecturer János Frivaldszky (today, head of the PPKE JÁK). The 
domestic situation was illuminated by a joint event with the Pro Patria association entitled “Christian 
Democracy and Public Life”.

The Foundation also addressed some key issues. Thus, Ferenc Oberfrank, State Secretary for Adminis-
tration at the Ministry of Health and the President of its predecessor, Public Health Scientific Coun-
cil in the Antall government, discussed the evergreen topic of health reform. In November of that 
year, illustrative speakers at the conference entitled “The family is the Key to the Future – Well-being 
without children” included Péter Harrach, Minister of Social Affairs and Family Affairs, Bishop László 
Bíró, MKPK’s Family Officer, László Márki, President of the National Association of Large Families and 
Marietta Pongráczné Hüttl, sociologist. Experts dedicated a special occasion to the state of the Roma in 
the ‘90s. The Foundation dealt with municipal issues on several occasions. The year also closed with 
a major event related to this topic. The Christian Democratic Municipal Conference with the Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation, “From Local Governments to the European Union,” was hosted at the Gellért 
Hotel. Speakers at the conference included István Balsay, Chairman of the Regional Development 
Committee of the Hungarian Parliament, Tamás Kobold mayor of Miskolc, György Gémesi, mayor 
of Gödöllő, Tamás Básthy, mayor of Kőszeg, and German experts Günther Dill and Klaus Eherhart, 
mayor of Niedernhausen.

The role of BAA in training the next generation of politicians is also worth highlighting. In October of 
that year, a Young Christian Democrat Training Course was held in Tihany with the participation 
of people who already had serious experience in organizing primarily Catholic youth movements. 
These people were András Deák, Miklós Soltész, Jr. György Hölvényi and Zoltán Kovács K.

The most striking feature of the Foundation’s activities in 2001 compared to the previous year was that 
BAA now ran more than half of its programmes in the wider country, beyond Budapest. The themes 
were similar in many cases, and the speakers were the same in several places. The President of the 
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Foundation, Zoltán Kovács K., spoke especially often in the country. Zsolt Semjén, Deputy State Sec-
retary for Ecclesiastical Affairs, Bertalan Harangozó, Chairman of the Committee of the Vas County 
Assembly and Zoltán Kovács K. gave a lecture in February in Szombathely entitled “Issues of Civic 
and Christian Values in 2001”. Then in March in Győr with the same title László Kövér, Vice-Presi-
dent of FIDESZ, Member of Parliament, László Varga and Zoltán Kovács K., President of BAA were the 
speakers of the evening. Also in March in Keszthely, Zsolt Semjén and Zoltán Kovács K. talked about 
the relationship between the church and the state, as well as the intellectual legacy of Barankovics. 
They were also the speakers in Csorna in November, analysing the personality-shaping power of 
Christian values.

The topic of local government was still present in the programme in the form of two regional meetings. 
In Southern Transdanubia, the County Bishop Mihály Mayer, state secretary Éva Mikes, János Goják, 
general secretary of Justitia et Pax and entrepreneur József Erb were the speakers, while the speakers 
of the Western Transdanubia gathering were László Nógrádi and Tamás Básthy, mayor of Kőszeg. The 
Foundation’s spring programme in Budapest was also extremely meaningful. According to a note, in 
Zoltán Kovács K.’s home region, Győr-Moson-Sopron county, BAA organised a programme thirteen 
times, mainly in Győr and Mosonmagyaróvár, but also in smaller settlements. Speakers included 
ministers István Mikola and Zoltán Rockenbauer, and MPs Zsolt Semjén, János Látorcai, László Sur-
ján, László Varga, and András Rapcsák. It is worth quoting the introductory lines of the invitation to 
a rural event, which eloquently demonstrate the objectives of the Barankovics Academy Foundation: 
“True to the spirit of its eponym, the Academy considers it its duty to spread a responsible committed 
political culture and welcomes various groups in society with wide open arms. ‘Only educated and 
moral people can govern themselves successfully’ István Barankovics reminds us. With his entire 
spiritual legacy, he warns us that community service can only be undertaken calmly, preparedly, 
and with an effort to win over all members of society.”

In March, Tamás Isépy, Member of Parliament, former KDNP group leader, former Secretary of State 
of the Ministry of Justice, and Péter Paczolay, constitutional lawyer, university professor, former 
Secretary General of the Constitutional Court, made a presentation entitled “Legal Order and Legis-
lation in the Light of Regime Change” in Budapest. Minister of Health István Mikola spoke about “In-
Depth Health Care Reform”. At the beginning of May, at a joint event with the Pázmány Podium, Zsolt 
Németh, State Secretary for Foreign Affairs, informed the audience about the forthcoming status law.

At the end of the month, a BAA book launch of his writings entitled “István Barankovics: Faithful to 
Ourselves” took place with the participation and financial support of two large German foundations, 
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the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, and the Hanns Seidel Foundation. Historian Jenő Gergely, head of 
department at Eötvös Loránd University, analysed the political and social background of Christian 
democracy in Hungary in the first half of the 1920s; Miklós Gyorgyevics, university lecturer, spoke 
about Barankovics’ domestic activities; Ágnes Osztovits, deputy editor-in-chief of “Heti Válasz” praised 
Barankovics’ role in the intellectual resistance between 1943 and 1945; and János Zlinszky, a profes-
sor at PPKE JÁK, emphasized the effects of the natural law approach on the intellectual heritage. The 
volume was later presented by the two editors Zoltán Kovács K. and Miklós Gyorgyevics in Győr.

In the autumn, József Mészáros, Director General of the National Pension Insurance Directorate, pro-
vided information on pension reform in Budapest, and then on another occasion in Gyöngyös. Three 
extremely exciting topics closed the year, which were related in some respects. At the end of Novem-
ber, Josef Duhac, head of the Budapest branch of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, former prime 
minister of Thuringia, and László Tőkéczki, associate professor and editor-in-chief of “Valóság” gave a 
comparative analysis entitled “Regime Change in Germany and Hungary”. In September, Béla Bauer, 
Associate Professor, and György Pintér, Director General of the Mobility Youth Service, showed the 
results and lessons in their presentation entitled “Values, Trends and Question Marks of 15-29 Year-
Olds before the New Millennium” based on their extensive public opinion research among young 
people aged 15-29 at the turn of the millennium. Related to this was the next lecture at the begin-
ning of December, in which Tamás Gergely Kucsera, President of the Hungarian Youth Conference 
and József Molnár, Professor of Philosophy and Ministerial Adviser, analysed the current situation 
in their lecture entitled “Christian and Democratic Values in the Thinking of Young Intellectuals”.

One of the most significant events of the year was the repatriation of the ashes of the Foundation’s 
eponym, István Barankovics, from New York, after long diplomatic preparatory work, at Zoltán Kovács 
K.’s initiative. In addition to the President, Zoltán Kovács K., Minister Péter Harrach, Zsolt Semjén 
Deputy Secretary of State and members of the BAA Board of Trustees welcomed the remains of 
Barankovics at Ferihegy Airport. This was followed by the reburial of István Barankovics in the Fiumei 
út National Cemetery, where Lajos Pápai, Bishop of Győr and János Áder, President of the House, and 
later at the tomb Prime Minister Viktor Orbán praised the outstanding figure of Hungarian Christian 
democracy.

The Foundation sought to maintain social contacts from its former era and to expand them. During 
this period, it circulated its programmes to those interested on a mailing list of more than 350 peo-
ple. It was characteristic of the personality of Zoltán Kovács K. that at the end of each year he wrote 
thank-you letters to the BAA lecturers and contributors.
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In most cases, the performances of the “Wednesday Evenings” series were jointly organised by the 
Faludi Academy, the Pro Patria Cooperation for Christian Democracy Association, and the Pázmány 
Podium. Another event of the year was that the Foundation requested the Metropolitan Court to relo-
cate the organisation’s headquarters to the XII. district, at 21 Kiss János altábornagy utca.

On the 25th anniversary of the death of István Barankovics, the Foundation’s eponym was commemo-
rated with a lecture given at the Pázmány Faculty of Law, attended by László Surján, then President 
of MKDSZ. The evening was hosted by Zoltán Kovács K.

The events of the Barankovics Academy Foundation in 2002 were characterised by the spring parlia-
mentary elections and even more so by the autumn municipal elections. About forty percent of the 
nearly thirty programmes took place in rural locations, and more than a third dealt with munici-
pal issues. Prior to the parliamentary elections, the presentation by András Körösényi, a political sci-
entist and professor at Eötvös Loránd University, entitled “The Hungarian political system and the 
prospects of the elections” should be highlighted. In October, in retrospect, György Fischer, research 
director of the Hungarian Gallup Institute, evaluated the parliamentary vote. A lecture in Pécsvárad 
took account of the recent past and, at the same time, looked to the future. Its title was “Results and 
perspectives of family policy – four years of civil government and the prospects of the future that 
has begun”. The speakers were Judit Szemkeő, State Secretary, and János Hargitai, Member of Parlia-
ment. In Keszthely, on two occasions, the issues of agriculture and environmental protection were 
on the agenda of two former smallholder party ministers, Béla Turi-Kovács and Imre Boros, and Sec-
retary of State Jenő Manninger. In Halászi, the topic was EU agriculture.

The Foundation held a number of events in preparation for the autumn municipal elections. In Moson-
magyaróvár the subject was the participation of the younger generation in local government. István 
Mikola in Csorna gave a lecture entitled “Health and local governments”. In Hódmezővásárhely, János 
Lázár and Theo Abenstein, President of the Association of Democratic Circles of Bavaria, analysed the 
position of local government in EU legislation. Budapest was the subject of lectures on several occa-
sions, such as the forum with the participation of András Gyürk, Bence Rétvári and György Hölvényi 
in early October, entitled “Civic cooperation for a modern, homely Budapest”. István Endrédy, leader 
of the KDNP’s Budapest group in December spoke on “Metropolitan Ambitions and Reality – Buda-
pest on the Threshold of the European Union Accession”.

István Barankovics’s book “Democracy – Church – Freedom” was presented by Zsolt Semjén and Miklós 
Gyorgyevics. At the end of September, László Meszleny, news director of Duna TV, and Dániel Bodnár, 
a senior staff member of the “Magyar Kurír”, and journalists discussed the topic “On the opportuni-
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ties for public service in the media”. Finally, due to the identity of the speakers and the importance 
of the topic, two more lectures need to be mentioned. Writer Gábor Czakó and Klaus Weigelt, Office 
Manager of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation gave a lecture entitled “What about the global con-
sumer society? Consumer Society and Moral Values in Europe”. Mária Kopp, director of the Institute 
of Behavioural Sciences at SOTE, discussed the subject of basic human behaviour and its development 
in the period after the change of regime at an evening session held at the Pázmány Faculty of Law.

BAA also continued its earlier role in training the younger Christian democratic political generation. 
As part of this, it organised a National Meeting of Young Christian Democrats in Budapest together 
with the Youth Christian Democratic Union.

The year 2003 opened a new chapter in the history of the Christian democracy in Hungary and also 
of the Barankovics Academy Foundation. After lengthy litigation and legal proceedings, the legiti-
macy of KDNP was restored, and this created a new context for the Hungarian Christian Democratic 
Union and the Foundation, which were the only credible representatives of Christian democracy 
during the transition period. A new series of public events started at the MOM Cultural Centre. On 
February 20, the topic of the first event was “The Position and Tasks of Christian Democracy in Hun-
gary”. Speakers were László Varga, Speaker of KDNP, Senior Speaker of the Parliament and Péter Har-
rach, Deputy Speaker of the KDNP, Co-Speaker of MKDSZ. The introductory lines of the invitation are 
absolutely worth quoting, “Christian democracy has fundamentally defined the history of post-war 
Europe; the emerging social market economy has created unprecedented prosperity and social secu-
rity in the western half of the continent. Our economy developed when these values prevailed. Where 
does the development of Christian democracy in Hungary now stand? This question is answered in 
a series of lectures entitled ‘Christian Democratic Evenings’.” The further expansion of the venues in 
Budapest is indicated by the fact that a joint event with the Pro Patria Association took place at the 
St. Imre High School in Buda entitled “Is war against Iraq coming?” with the participation of István 
Simicskó, Deputy Chairman of the Defence Committee, János Matus, a security policy expert, and 
Military Bishop Gáspár Ladocsi.

Among the “Wednesday Evenings” one at the Pázmány Faculty of Law, commemorated Ferenc Rabár, 
at which Professor János Zlinszky, Chairman of the Parliamentary Budget Committee, former and 
future Minister of Finance, and Katalin Botos, former Minister without Portfolio, remembered their 
friend. Katalin Botos gave a lecture entitled “Hungary’s economy on the threshold of EU accession”. 
At the end of March, the Foundation had the ever-important issue on its agenda, “What can Hun-
garian agriculture expect from EU accession?” The speakers were József Alvincz, Head of the Scien-

32

t
h

e
 

b
a

r
a

n
k

o
v

i
c

s
 

i
s

t
v

á
n

 
f

o
u

n
d

a
t

i
o

n
 

t
u

r
n

s
 

3
0



tific Department of the Agricultural Economics Research Institute, and Gábor Dzsingisz, Agricultural 
Adviser to the Kingdom of the Netherlands. This time, future generations were addressed by Miklós 
Párdányi, the director of the Cistercian St. Imre High School in Buda, and sociologists Tamás Kucsera 
and Béla Bauer: “Winners and Losers – Young People at the Turn of the Millennium”.

At its March meeting, the Board of Trustees of BAA held a meeting with Mr. Klaus Weigelt, Head of the 
Hungarian office of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, on the cooperation between the two founda-
tions and further support of KAS for BAA.

The Barankovics Academy Foundation, with the support of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, organ-
ised a large-scale forum entitled “Social Justice and Globalisation” at the Stefánia Palace in Budapest 
in early April, with such highly illustrious speakers as Szilveszter E. Vizi, President of the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences, Bishop András Veres, Gábor Papanek, director of the Economic Research Insti-
tute and host speakers László Varga, KDNP and Péter Harrach, chairman of MKDSZ.

Rural events also continued, courtesy of Zoltán Kovács K. in Mosonmagyaróvár and Győr several times. 
In Óvár at the beginning of May, psychologist Emőke Bagdy, brain surgeon András Csókai and Gáspár 
Csóka, the director of the Benedictine Grammar School in Győr spoke about Christian values in today’s 
Europe. Continuing this line of thought, Piarist teacher István Jelenits, director István Farkas and 
teacher István Benyhe, former secretary of state, gave a lecture entitled “Europe as a Christian Com-
munity”.

In March, the Foundation issued a tender for the topicality of Sándor Giesswein’s intellectual heritage 
entitled “Sándor Giesswein’s work and the timeliness of Christian social thought” to commemorate 
the 80th anniversary of his death. The submission deadline was 15th September 2003, the minimum 
length was 40,000 characters. The tender was aimed at university, college, and PhD students in his-
tory, sociology and social sciences departments.

We should also mention BAA’s book publishing activities. The published series began by the Hungarian 
Christian Democratic Association’s title “Christian Democrats in Local Governments”, supported by 
BAA and the Hanns Seidel Foundation, and edited by Miklós Gyorgyevics as the curator of the Baran
kovics Academy Foundation. The authors of the small volume were Tamás Kásteg Básthy, András 
Rapcsák, Mayor of Hódmezővásárhely, Péter Harrach, all three then Members of Parliament, and 
Mihály Zoltai, Mayor of Nagymaros, Bertalan Harangozó, vice-president of the Vas County Assem-
bly, and István Endrédy, leader of the KDNP group in the capital.

The first independent major study volume of the Barankovics Academy Foundation was published in 
Budapest in 1999 entitled “Christianity and Public Life – Tribute to the 75th Birthday of Zoltán Kovács 
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K.”. It was edited by Gábor Bagdy, Miklós Gyorgyevics and József Mészáros, the latter was also the 
publisher. The publication of the book was supported by the Hanns Seidel Foundation. Although it 
pushes the boundaries of this essay, allow me Dear Reader to list the authors of the volume in full, 
because it is a good indication of the circle of admirers and friends of the spiritual idealist, tireless 
organiser, and leader of the Barankovics István Foundation and then of the Barankovics Academy 
Foundation. At the same time these people were defining characters of the spiritual milieu of Hun-
garian Christian democracy. The preface was by Lajos Pápai, the County Bishop of Győr. László Varga, 
a former member of Democratic People’s Party and then MP also contributed to the volume. Miklós 
Mézes, György Eszterhás, Ferenc Pethe were former DPP representatives and Béla Csépe, was a for-
mer group leader. Further contributors were Gellért Békés, OSB, editor-in-chief of the Catholic Review, 
János Zlinszky, retired Constitutional Judge, Founding Dean of PPKE JÁK, János Goják, Secretary Gen-
eral of the Hungarian Justitia et Pax, former editor-in-chief of Magyar Kurír, Rudolf Rezsőházy, profes-
sor at Leuven University, Károly Varga, professor at PPKE, István Benyhe, Chief Government Adviser, 
László Rónay, editor-in-chief of Új Ember, Imre András, SJ professor at Vienna University, Jenő Gergely, 
professor at ELTE, Zoltán Frenyó, philosopher, Miklós Gyorgyevics, university lecturer at PPKE, József 
Mészáros, Associate Professor at BME, Péter Harrach, Minister of Social Affairs and Family, László 
Surján, former Minister of Welfare, President of MKDSZ, Tamás Isépy, Member of Parliament, former 
Secretary of State and KDNP group leader, Gábor Dzsingisz, former Secretary of State and Member 
of Parliament in the Netherlands, Márton Járosi, former Vice President of MVM, László Dessewffy, 
journalist and CEO Gábor Bagdy.

Another significant undertaking of the Foundation’s book publishing activity was a selected collection 
of its eponym’s writings and studies that had not yet been published in a separate volume. Several of 
Barankovics’ writings in exile were only accessible to a small number of readers in manuscript form. 
The book “Faithful to Ourselves – István Barankovics’ Collected Writings on Christian Democracy” 
filled a gap. It contained the most significant writings of István Barankovics, creating a more complete 
picture of the author’s career. The volume was edited by Zoltán Kovács K. and Miklós Gyorgyevics, 
the former writing the preface, and the latter closing the volume with a detailed study. The publica-
tion of the book was supported by the National Cultural Fund Programme of the Ministry of National 
Cultural Heritage, the Hungarian Book Foundation of the Ministry, the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, 
the Hanns Seidel Foundation, and former Members of Parliament of the Democratic People’s Party.

Three other books are worth mentioning, which not in name, but in fact were published by the Foun-
dation with the help of its trustees, primarily Zoltán Kovács K. Firstly, we need to mention a book 
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by István Barankovics entitled “Democracy, Church, Freedom”. It was published by the Szent István 
Society in 2002, edited by Zoltán Kovács K. and Miklós Gyorgyevics, it received support from the 
Barankovics Academy Foundation, the Ministry of National Cultural Heritage, the Konrad Adenauer 
Foundation and the Hanns Seidel Foundation, and the preface was written by Zsolt Semjén. The vol-
ume contains Barankovics’ ecclesiastical writings, two major studies written in exile, “The Universal 
Synod and the Iron Curtain” and “The State of the Catholic Faith and Church in Hungary.” Secondly, 
the Foundation also supported Erzsébet Szolnoky’s book “Social Justice and Christian Love – Sándor 
Giesswein, the Founder of Hungarian Christian Social and Christian Democratic Thinking”, which 
was published by the Éghajlat Publishing House in 2003. The foreword was written by Zoltán Kovács 
K. and József Mészáros. Finally, in 2006, Püski Publishing House published a revised edition of the 
book “The Interrupted Reformation 1935-1949 – Efforts for Christian Humanist Renewal in Hungary, 
in the Service of the Homeland and the Poor” with a preface by Viktor Orbán.

* This essay was created using the documents in the Archives of the Barankovics István Foundation.
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M á r i a  R i ta   K i ss
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The Barankovics István Foundation  
between 2006 and 2020

“Modernizing the eternal”
The Barankovics István Foundation, revived by the Christian Democratic People’s Party in 2006, carries 
out value-based activities, the roots of which stem from the social teaching of the Catholic Church.32 
It builds the anthropological foundations of its social approach on the personalist conception of 
man. It considers its task to preserve the human dignity of the person created in the divine image, 
to strengthen social solidarity and justice, and to consolidate social capital. It sees the individual, not 
only as an individual, but also as a social being, who is not only entitled to rights, but also has respon-
sibilities in promoting the public good. For this reason, subsidiarity is an important value, which is 
a condition for responsible action by citizens working towards common goals. It is convinced that 
democracy is the most appropriate political system for promoting the public good, and that in this 
process politicising Christians and Christian party politics have priority.

The aim of the Foundation is to represent the culture of Hungarian and European Christian democ-
racy, and to embrace the forms of activity aimed at fostering a modern Christian and democratic 
identity. It supports those committed to Christian and democratic values in deepening their convic-
tions and seeks to show the legitimacy of Christian democratic social organising principles to those 
who approach democracy with other worldviews.

It uses the material and intellectual resources at its disposal in several ways to strengthen Christian 
humanism and democratic civic culture. It supports the strengthening of the forums of Christian 
public life with events and projects organised independently and jointly with others. It organises 
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lectures, conferences and cultural programmes that nurture Christian democratic spirituality and 
traditions. It contributes to the solution of Hungarian social problems by initiating and co-financing 
intellectual workshops and research, and by publishing textbooks and studies serving the social and 
political goals of Christian democracy. Continuing the book publishing programmes of the Baranko-
vics Foundation, which has been operating since 1990, it issues its own publications. It supports the 
operation of national and regional organisations belonging to the Christian democratic socio-cultural 
base and contributes to the financing of their programmes. Based on the applications submitted to 
the Foundation, it provides financial assistance to the Hungarian and foreign Christian-conserva-
tive civil sector in the implementation of their events and in the production of their publications. It 
provides co-funding for the publication of scholarly works that are thematically related to the val-
ues of Christian democratic political thinking. Its family of websites33 serves the flow of informa-
tion within Christian public life.

The aim of the study presenting the activities of the Barankovics István Foundation between 2006 and 
2020 is to reconstruct how these principles have been implemented in practice over the past 14 years.

 
						    

32  �The source of the Foundation’s mission statement was the texts in the archive and on its new website. barankovics.hu. Viewed: 12/12/2020

33  �The website of BIA is barankovics.hu, the website of the Kovács K. Zoltán Research Institute is kerdemtudasbazis.hu, the website of the Online 

Democracy Activity educational social knowledge competition is teddoda.hu, and the Religion and Public Life news portal is vallas-es-kozelet.

hu. Viewed: 12/12/2020

Legal background of the operation of the Barankovics István Foundation after 2006
Pursuant to the Basic Law of Hungary,34 the Party Act35, and the 2003 Party Foundation Act36, the rele-
vant political parties operate party foundations. The law states that party foundations are actors in 
the operation of democratic political systems. Their task is to “promote participation in the formation 
and expression of the will of the people, to expand civic information, to provide political training, 
research, scientific and educational activities for the development of political culture.” The extent of 
their support from public funds is determined by the annual budget laws. Pursuant to Section 4 (2) 
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of the Party Foundations Act, the State Audit Office (SAO) is entitled to audit the legality of the foun-
dation’s management. Although party foundations are non-profit organisations, they do not qual-
ify as NGOs under the 2011 Civil Law.37

The Christian Democratic People’s Party – in place of the now-defunct Barankovics Foundation, which 
had been operating since 1990 – established its party foundation in May 2006 in accordance with 
the new regulations, called the Barankovics István Foundation.38

The memorandum of association states:
“4.1. The aim of the Foundation is to promote the European Christian democratic and Christian social 
idea, to promote scientific, educational and research activities in order to develop a political culture 
in line with the founding intent and the public good, in the spirit of national commitment and Chris-
tian democratism.

4.2. The Foundation intends to carry out the following activities
organising and supporting modern forms of educational and scientific activities.
organising research activities for the purposes of the Foundation.
organising and supporting lectures and conferences.
publishing studies, specialist books and other publications serving the purposes of the Foundation or 
supporting their publication.

purchasing domestic and foreign journals, periodicals, and books.
participating in tenders announced in connection with the above objectives.39”
According to point 5.6 in the memorandum of association, the Foundation shall cover its operating 
expenses from the assets allocated for its purposes, fulfil its contractual obligations, and the Board 
of Trustees may, on its own initiative and at its discretion or by means of calls for tenders, provide 
scholarships, grants, establish a Foundation award, decide on its award, or provide financial support 
to any initiative, activity or organisation that promises significant, widely usable results to achieve 
the Foundation’s goals. There has been only one change in the composition of the seven-member 
Board of Trustees since 2006. At the beginning, the chairman of the Board of Trustees was Dr. József 
Mészáros, who still leads the board to this day. According to the document, when the chairman is 
prevented from acting, his powers are vested in his deputy, Dr. András Gábor Szényei, who has been 
the Vice-Chairman of the Board of Trustees since 2011. In 2006, the President of the founding KDNP40 
nominated Dr. Gábor Bagdy, Dr. Gábor J. Dzsingsz, Dr. János Latorcai, Dr. György Rubovszky, and Dr. 
Richárd Tarnai as members. Due to the death of Dr. György Rubovszky in January 2018, Dr. András 
Aradszki was added to the board.41
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34  �April 25, 2011

35  Act XXXIII of 1989 on the Operation and Management of Political Parties

NET law library https://net.jogtar.hu/jogszabaly?docid=98900033.TV

36  Act XLVII of 2003 on Foundations Carrying Out Scientific, Dissemination, Research and Educational Activities Supporting the Operation of Par-

ties

NET library https://net.jogtar.hu/jogszabaly?docid=A0300047.TV

37  Act CLXXV of 2011 on the Right of Association, Public Benefit Status and the Operation and Support of Non-Governmental Organisations. NET 

law library https://net.jogtar.hu/jogszabaly?docid=A1100175.TV

38  The Foundation’s office was completed in 2007 and inaugurated in April 2007. To this day, the organisation operates at 8 Kálvin tér. BIA Archive, 

Own events 2007.

39  The foundation deed of the Barankovics István Foundation. May 15, 2006 BIA archive.

40  The memorandum of association was amended at this point in 2011: according to this, the power of appointment was transferred to the current 

leader of the KDNP parliamentary group. There was a change in the composition of the Supervisory Board, where Dr. Tamás Wetzel, appointed in 

2006, was replaced by Dr. Tamás Lukács and Dr. Bence Máté Rétvári, while retaining his membership, was replaced by Dr. Imre Vejkey. The Articles 

of Association of the Barankovics István Foundation, consolidated with amendments. January 4, 2011 BIA archive. When the Articles of Association 

dated 16 August 2011 were amended, Dr. Bence Máté Rétvári was replaced in the committee by Dr. Bence Stágel. The Articles of Association of the 

Barankovics Foundation, consolidated with amendments. August 16, 2011 BIA archive. The 2014 amendment to the Articles of Association fixed the 

nomination of Gergely Gaal in place of Dr. Bence Stágel. The Articles of Association of the Barankovics István Foundation, consolidated with amend-

ments. January 2, 2014 BIA archive. According to the amendment to the Articles of Association of 2018, the right to appoint the Chairman of the 

Board of Trustees belongs to the founder. It has been separately stated that the members of the Board of Trustees are not reimbursed.

41  The Articles of Association of the Barankovics István Foundation, consolidated with amendments. January 16, 2018 BIA archive..

Scrutiny and programmes creation between 2006 and 2010
The activities of the Barankovics István Foundation between 2006 and 2020 can be divided into two 
clearly separable stages, and this was shaped by the events of Hungarian domestic political life. From 
2006 until the right-wing turn after the 2010 parliamentary elections, its mother, the Christian Demo
cratic People’s Party (KDNP) was forced to conduct its politics in opposition, and then from 2010, after 
the victory of the civil-conservative forces, it took on a governmental role. This fact also influenced 
the operation of the KDNP party foundation. When it started in 2006, during the left-wing second 
Gyurcsány government (2006-2009), Hungarian public life was fraught with many domestic polit-
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ical tensions. The wave of protests following the “autumn speech” in 2006 led to the worst domes-
tic political crisis since the regime change. At the forefront of BIA’s activities during the era was the 
organisation and support of events that would help the country get out of the crisis into which left-
wing governments had plunged. Following the establishment of a socially critical approach, the cre-
ation of forum programmes also appeared as a task.

It was in this atmosphere that BIA launched its policy project in 2007, the aim of which, after assess-
ing the state of Hungarian society and economy, was the creation of Christian value-based domestic 
policy alternatives and to demonstrate that “a reasonable economy and social policy and the estab-
lishment of an institutional system of equitable burden-sharing is possible.” As a result of the project, 
the volumes of the “There is a solution” series were published between 2007 and 2009, which exam-
ined important areas of Hungarian society in need of reform and offered solutions to the revealed 
problems in a Christian democratic spirit.42

Exploring the actual state of affairs and the assessment of the state of Hungarian society are prereq-
uisites for political programmes. In 2008, with the support of the Foundation, documentaries were 
made for Echo TV’s “Foreground” programmes, which aimed to show Hungary below the surface 
of political battles. Following the screening of the films, Christian democrat politicians interpreted 
what was seen in studio discussions.43 By 2010, a series of documentaries entitled “Periphery” spon-
sored by the foundation was released, which undertook the task of assessing the physical and men-
tal state of the most disadvantaged, the unemployed, the poor and families with many children.44

A series of small and large conferences, workshops and meetings was organised and co-organised by the 
foundation between 2006 and 2010. Their aim was to show the nature of the severe economic, social, 
and political crisis created by left-wing governments. The diagnoses made at the events, without 
exception, also highlighted the undesirable consequences of the crisis of values ​​unfolding in society.

After 2008, the crisis of Swiss franc-based loans, which caused indebtedness in the Hungarian popu-
lation, also became apparent. By this time, the instalments had increased to an extent that the pop-
ulation was no longer able to pay. A serious crisis involving the loss of countless Hungarian families’ 
homes was on the agenda of the conference entitled “Defaulted Loans, Devastated Fates”, organised 
by the Foundation in 2009.45

An important domestic political event of 2008 was the social referendum announced on the initiative 
of Fidesz-KDNP in the field of doctors’ consultation fees, hospital daily fees and training contribu-
tion. Prior to the referendum scheduled for March 9 by the President of the Republic, BIA itself organ-

40

t
h

e
 

b
a

r
a

n
k

o
v

i
c

s
 

i
s

t
v

á
n

 
f

o
u

n
d

a
t

i
o

n
 

t
u

r
n

s
 

3
0



ised lectures in February and early March in the capital and several rural settlements with the title 
“What is the March 9 referendum about?”. Events took place in Tatabánya, Gyöngyös, Veresegyház 
and Barcs.46 A high turnout referendum, bringing serious political success to the opposition of the 
left-wing government, ended with an 82% victory in favour of the abolition of the above-mentioned 
fees and contributions.

In 2008, the Foundation’s “Breakfast Casino” series of events was launched. In the framework of an 
informal conversation in the “Fehér Páva” restaurant on Üllői út, Christian democratic politicians 
met prominent figures from economic and public life, financial and banking leaders, mayors, and 
representatives of local governments.47

Since 2004, the right-wing intelligentsia around Fidesz has been meeting regularly at the Dobozy man-
sion in Köcse for a private event organised by civil salons. The theme of the Civic Picnic on September 
5, 2009, which was attended by nearly 500 guests, was the crisis of culture. Among the organisers 
were the Hermina Salon, the Belvárosi Polgári Salon and the FIDESZ party foundation, the Founda-
tion for Civic Hungary, as well as the KDNP party foundation.48

Scientific conferences forming the critique of left-wing government policy included the “Scrutiny in 
the autumn of 2009”49 organised together with the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, and the “Scrutiny 
in the spring of 2010” held at the Károli Gáspár University, as well as the “Crisis as an Opportunity” 
organised together with Rudolf Andorka Society of Social Sciences at Corvinus University in autumn 
2009. The choice of the latter’s title indicated that those present in the scientific community were 
already primarily looking for opportunities to recover from the crisis. Among others, Mária Kopp 
and Árpád Skrabski spoke at the conference, who drew attention to the importance of the develop-
ment of social capital. The conference volume was published by the Barankovics István Foundation 
and Gondolat Publishing House in 2010.50 The Andorka Rudolf Society for Social Sciences (ARTT), the 
Barankovics István Foundation and the Corvinus University of Budapest’s Institute for Sociology and 
Social Policy organised a conference in October 2010 with issues related to the population’s health on 
the agenda. BIA published its material the following year, after the change of government.51

 
						    

42  �“Family taxation” (2007), “Pension reform” (2007), “Constituency system” (2008), “Health care” (2008), “Land law” (2008), “Plant regulation” 

(2008) “Security, law enforcement, national defence” (2009) BIA archive 2007. Policy project and BIA archive 2007, 2008, 2009. Own publica-
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tions and BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2008.

43  ��BIA archive. Support for national and regional organisations. 2008.

44  �BIA archive. Supported publications 2010.

45  �Ibis Hotel November 26, 2009 BIA Archive. Own events II. 2009.

46  �BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2008.

47  �BIA archive. Own and joint events 2008. BIA archive. Own and joint events I. 2009. Among the interlocutors were, for example, Péter Farkas 

Zárug and László Gy. Tóth.

48  �BIA archive. Own and joint events. II. 2009.

49  �October 16, 2009 Miklós Kun, János Martonyi, József Hámori, Rózsa Hoffmann, József Mészáros, Ervin Demeter, Miklós Soltész, and Szilárd 

Német spoke at the conference held at the conference centre of the headquarters of the Dunamellék Reformed Church District. BIA archive. Own 

and joint events.

50  �“The crisis as an opportunity” Andorka conference. Barankovics Foundation – Gondolat Publishing House. Budapest, 2010. BIA archive. Own 

events. II. 2009. and BIA archive. Own publications. 2010.

51  �Andorka conference. “State of the population” (edited by József Mészáros and Iván Harcsa) Barankovics Foundation – Gondolat Publishing 

House. Budapest, 2011.

BIA and Christian public life
The Foundation seeks to strengthen Christian conservative public life. Its aim is to enable those who 
maintain a Christian worldview to present their values ​​and interests more effectively in today’s Hun-
garian society. Through its activities, it provides regular support to several significant actors in public 
life and coordinates their strategic cooperation. These include the Association of Christian Intellec-
tuals, the Hungarian Christian Democratic Association, the Youth Christian Democratic Association, 
and the Charter XXI Association. In the spirit of universal Christianity and interfaith dialogue, it 
supports the Protestant Workshop, modelled on the German CDU and CSU, the Barankovics Hebrew 
Workshop, and the Greek Catholic Hierotheos Association.

Shortly after BIA became operational on 27 October 200652, a long-term strategic partnership was estab-
lished between the Foundation and the Association of Christian Intellectuals (KÉSZ)53, which has 
since grown into the largest ecumenical public NGO. Of course, the relationship between the two 
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organisations was not new, but was founded in the years before 2006 by Zoltán Kovács K.54 Since its 
establishment in 1989, KÉSZ, which professes religious moral and national values, has considered its 
task to represent alternative Christian solutions to emerging social problems by organising religious 
and cultural programmes for the public. BIA provided regular support from year to year to achieve 
these goals, and representatives of the Foundation and the KDNP were regular guests at its events. 
The national congresses of KÉSZ have become authoritative forums of Christian public life. KÉSZ, 
together with the Barankovics István Foundation, organised for example, Congress VII, which was 
held in Kecskemét, in the Piarist Grammar School, on 12-13 September 2008. Its main topic was rural 
development, considered as a matter of national destiny, and the related new land bill proposed by 
Christian Democrats. Speakers included László Medgyasszay, Member of Parliament, Mihály Kurucz, 
Associate Professor, and Sándor Font, Chairman of the Agricultural Committee of the Parliament.55 In 
February 2010, with the support of the Hungarian Catholic Episcopal Faculty and BIA, KÉSZ organised 
a lecture tour entitled “Christian roots and a happy Hungarian life” at 17 venues. Each consisted of 
ten performances, and was intended to present the intertwining of the history of Hungarians with 
Christianity.56 In 2011, the Board of Trustees of BIA supported the KÉSZ VIII. The publication of a con-
ference volume entitled “The Truth in Christ” was compiled from lectures given at its National Con-
gress.57 At the end of 2012, the two organisations held a joint year-end event in Mosonmagyaróvár.58 
The Barankovics István Foundation59 also contributed to the organisation of the 25th anniversary 
celebration of KÉSZ. On November 27, 2015, the two organisations jointly held the “Deed and Love” 
Catholic Education Conference.60

Hungarian Pax Romana is the organisation of the Hungarian Catholic intellectual movement. The 
Barankovics István Foundation provided support for the organisation of the annual conferences of 
this intellectual organisation for two consecutive years, in 2011 and 2012. The 53rd Congress was held 
in Balatonszárszó under the title “Challenges and Responsibilities”. The 54th Congress explored the 
possibilities of action by the Christian intelligentsia and ways of spreading spirituality through sci-
entific public and mass communication.61

The Hungarian Christian Democratic Union (MKDSZ) was founded during the years of the internal cri-
sis of the KDNP. In 1997, it undertook to promote the renewal of Christian democracy in the field of 
public and cultural life, to utilise the intellectual and political heritage of István Barankovics, and to 
emphasize Christian and national values. The organisation is a natural ally of the Foundation, and is 
regularly supported by BIA.62 In 2007, the two organisations signed an agreement to publish a news-
paper entitled “Our Homeland” to promote “Valuable Political Information” and “Christian Values”.63 
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In January of the same year, BIA and MKDSZ discussed possible ways64 to deal with the demographic 
crisis in Hungary at a joint conference held at the Gellért Hotel, and on 13 February it organised a 
charity ball, the proceeds of which were donated to care for those left behind.65

The Barankovics István Foundation, re-established in 2006, and the Youth Christian Democratic Asso-
ciation (IKSZ), an organisation of young people with a Christian and national commitment and open 
to public participation, officially made contact. On December 8, at the forum of the youth organisa-
tion, the then president of the organisation, Bence Rétvári, informed the young people about the 
resumption of BIA’s activities and support opportunities opening up. Since 2007, the organisation 
has received regular support for the implementation of its programmes.66 Occasionally, BIA and IKSZ 
jointly organise events.

In 2009, for example, the “Family Policy of Course” conference and roundtable discussion was co-
organised with the youth organisation67. It was followed by the “Christianity – Public Life – Politics” 
conference on 17 January to present the public aspects of the Christian worldview.68 IKSZ is strongly 
associated with Morus Szent Tamás Kör (Morus Circle), which was established in 2004 on the initi-
ative of the then President of IKSZ, Dr. Bence Rétvári, as a forum for young people of Christian val-
ues ​​and public interest. The BIA-sponsored Morus Circle organises meetings with emblematic actors 
in Christian Democracy and Christian public life as part of the café talks, which can set an example 
for young people interested in public life.69 In Esztergom, at the St. Adalbert Centre, 7-9 November 
2014, the two organisations jointly held the Free University of Morus on the subject of the past, pre-
sent, and future of Christian democracy. Within the framework of the free university, young people 
could not only meet politicians who play a prominent role in public life, but also get acquainted with 
political programmes based on Christian democratic principles and develop their decision-making 
and cooperation competencies through various training practices.70

Important events in support of Christian public life included forums and conferences on contempo-
rary issues organised in the countryside.71 In Tatabánya, in 2011 the Foundation together with other 
bodies organised the conference “This is our work: and there is plenty of it”, where current policy 
issues were on the agenda.72 From 2011, in order to strengthen Christian public life in rural areas, cul-
tural organisers began to work in 19 regions to boost rural public life and community organisation. 
Their task was, by organising various events, to contribute to the dissemination of Christian dem-
ocratic and social values and to advertise opportunities for public roles based on them.73 On 23 June 
2013, BIA, together with the Hanns Seidel Foundation, held a meeting of municipalities with Chris-
tian democratic majority. The event reviewed the state of public administration, the special prob-
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lems of settlements of different sizes, the relationship between the state and local governments, the 
possibilities for cooperation, and how it is possible to represent local government interests in parlia-
mentary work.74 The event also marked preparations for the 2014 municipal elections, in which right-
wing forces won an overwhelming victory.

The support policy of the Barankovics István Foundation is based on interconfessional principles, the 
aim of which is to strengthen relations between Christian churches and civil and public bodies 
belonging to them. A Protestant Workshop (PM) was set up for this purpose on the model of the Ger-
man CDU Protestant Working Group in the early 1990s. The main task of the organisation is to take 
a stand on current political issues of interest to voters, to shape public thinking on a Protestant eth-
ical basis, and to strengthen the Protestant Christian democratic political profile. According to the 
letter of incorporation of 1993, it wished to act independently in accordance with the principles of 
Christian democracy, to contribute to the construction of civil society by developing economic and 
socio-ethical concepts. The founders relied above all on the spiritual tradition of their Protestant pre-
decessors and to this day treat the principles of Christian freedom and responsibility, self-govern-
ment, and community as fundamental.

The Barankovics István Foundation annually supports the work of the PM, but over the years one can 
also find many examples of jointly organised events.75

The persecution of Christians has only recently become a major topic of Hungarian Christian public 
life. The defining inspiration for this was the volume of the Protestant Workshop’s foreign affairs 
expert, Lajos Békefy, entitled “In the Crossfire”76, published in 2015 by the Barankovics István Foun-
dation to fill a gap. The book launch took place at the end of the year at the Adna Café. EPP represen
tative György Hölvényi, present at the event, confirmed that the book shares with the Hungarian 
public hitherto unknown information about the fate of Iraqi and Syrian Christians, which was not 
reaching the stimulus threshold of the Hungarian media.77

Year 2017 was marked by the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. In that memorial year, almost 400 
programmes were organised throughout the Carpathian Basin. The Barankovics István Foundation, 
together with the Protestant Workshop, organised several joint events. Prominent among these were 
the “Reformation 500” conference and an event that focused on the impact of the Reformation on 
the postmodern world.78 Zsolt Semjén, President of KDNP, emphasized in his speech at the ceremo-
nial sitting of the Parliament on October 31 how much Hungarian culture owes to the Reformation, 
which is why the former challenge of Protestantism must also be assessed from a Catholic perspective.

In June 2018, the Protestant Workshop celebrated its 25th anniversary at the Fasori Evangelical Gram-
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mar School.79 At a ceremony attended by the Barankovics István Foundation, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Zsolt Semjén emphasized the importance of the KDNP and PM alliance in the fight for a Christian 
Hungary. He emphasized that the principles of papal social encyclicals, which are the basis of Chris-
tian democratic political thought in Hungary, are complemented by the values of the Protestant eth-
ics of responsibility.80

The Foundation always places great emphasis on inspiring dialogue between Judaism and Christian-
ity, helping reconciliation in society, and contributing to the processing of the historical trauma of 
the Holocaust. The Barankovics István Hebrew Workshop Association, based on conservative, nation-
ally committed Jewish civic values, was founded in 2008 under the leadership of Péter Weisz. The 
association, whose name was not chosen by chance, has since been supported by BIA.81 The choice of 
the name Barankovics was meant to express that concerted thought is not only necessary but also 
practicable on the basis of a Christian-Jewish view of society and on interfaith dialogue and cooper-
ation. According to the Organisation’s mission statement, the Ten Commandments provide a moral 
foundation for both Jews and Christians, and instead of inciting anti-Semitism, conflicts should be 
addressed by emphasizing common values.82 The Hebrew Workshop organises conferences in the 
spirit of the above83, continues interfaith dialogue, and gives lectures on the common foundations 
of the two religions.84 In addition to regular support for the operation of the Hebrew Workshop, the 
Board of Trustees of the Barankovics István Foundation has facilitated several research articles and 
publications related to Jewish life, culture and history.85

In 2014, the Board of Trustees also contributed to the realisation of several events in the framework of 
the Holocaust Remembrance Year. For example, it supported IKSZ’s “We are brothers” event, where 
young people spoke to church leaders, and also supported roundtable discussions with historians, 
entitled “Processing in Progress”. At the end of the remembrance year, IKSZ, in cooperation with the 
Barankovics István Foundation and the Holocaust Memorial Centre, organised a joint Judeo-Chris-
tian music evening, where they commemorated both the Jewish victims and the Christian rescu-
ers who risked their lives for them. At the concert, Jewish and Christian religious songs were sung 
in response to each other, and in closing, the most important prayers of the two religions, Kaddish 
and the Lord’s Prayer, were sung as one. In his ceremonial speech, the chairman of the board of the 
Foundation, József Mészáros, recalled that in honour of the victims, István Barankovics had already 
made it clear during the Holocaust that “there is no Hungarian interest that could violate the natu-
ral rights of others” and no compromise could be made with the sin of racism.86

The Hierotheos Association, founded in 2011 in Máriapócs, representing the social teaching of the Hun-
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garian Greek Catholic Church, aims to strengthen Greek Catholic public life and support Christian 
unity. The Association contacted the Barankovics István Foundation immediately in the year of its 
foundation. It asked for and received support from the Board of Trustees for the memorial evening 
to honour its eponym, Bishop Hierotheos.87 The “Hierotheos Evenings” and events that followed the 
subsequent collaboration provided an opportunity for Greek Catholic communities abroad and in the 
homeland to meet. In 2014, the Association, together with the Hajdúdorog Civic Association, organ-
ised, for example, a series of lectures in which participants discussed the issues of Christianity and 
participation in public life. At the event, the speakers touched upon important issues such as what 
is the role of faith in everyday life, what is the social role of Christian communities and what Greek 
Catholic social teaching says about all this.88

The visit of Patriarch Bartholomaios of Constantinople from 17 to 21 August 2017 in Budapest was a sign 
of cooperation between Eastern and Western Christianity and of friendship and mutual respect. On 
the first day of the visit, the new building of the Hungarian exarchate of the Church in the Károlyi 
Palace was handed over. The ceremony was attended by, among others, Arsenios Kardamakis, an Aus-
trian metropolitan, exarch of Hungary and Central Europe, and Cardinal Péter Erdő, primate, arch-
bishop of Esztergom-Budapest. On behalf of the government, which handed over the building, Zsolt 
Semjén, Deputy Prime Minister, Miklós Soltész, Secretary of State for Church, Nationality and Civil 
Society Relations, Miklós Seszták, Minister of National Development and Zoltán Balog, Minister of 
Human Resources were present. His Holiness had already visited Hungary seventeen years before 
that. Then, in front of St. Stephen’s Basilica, he proclaimed, during the festive Mass, a bull honour-
ing our first king as a saint in the Eastern Church as well. The film summarising the journey of eccle-
siastical dignity in Hungary was made with the support of the Barankovics István Foundation. 89

The Barankovics István Foundation is not only an inspiration and financial supporter,90 but also a par-
ticipant in Christian democratic public communication. It operates three websites91 and two Facebook 
profiles to spread its values, social attitude, and cultural commitment, as well as to keep readers up 
to date. It is present on Wikipedia for educational purposes, where articles are created on behalf of 
the Foundation. One can view the video summaries of the most important events, conferences, and 
events on its YouTube channel. A member of BIA website family is the “Religion and Public Life” news 
search portal. The portal gathers in one place content related to KDNP and its immediate subculture, 
selects news and articles from the world of Christian and other religious media, official church web-
sites, blogs reflecting religious moral attitudes, European Christian democratic parties, and from the 
websites of Catholic and other religious organisations. 
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the Current of History. BIA archive. Supported Publications. 2020.

86  �BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2014, as well as a report on the event on the Foundation’s archive website. https://barankovicsarchiv.hu/

cikk/izraelita-muhely/meszaros-jozsef-unnepi-beszede-az-aldozatok-es-embermentok-koncerten. view: December 9, 2020.

87  �BIA archive. Supported events II. 2011. Support for national regional organisations. 2012, 2013, 2016, 2017, 2018

88  �BIA archive Supported events II, 2014.

89  �BIA archive. Other projects. 2017.
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BIA and the conservative Christian NGO’s
The Barankovics István Foundation is aware of the decisive social role of Christian conservative com-
munities in the future development of the values ​​it represents. The core value of Christian democracy 
is subsidiarity, which obliges the Foundation to support building a community based on indepen
dent social activity. Its statutory goal is to promote the operation of subcultural organisations with 
the same values. Therefore, since its establishment, it has supported the programmes of faith-based 
non-governmental organisations, festive events that increase the cohesion of small communities, 
and traditional and commemorative politics.

It is impossible to report in detail on all supported events and programmes implemented in collabora-
tion with NGOs in the 14 years under review. Instead, we would like to illustrate the impact of the 
Foundation on the development of Christian-conservative political culture with some characteris-
tic examples.

For example, The Balatongyörök Local History Association, which was founded in 2007 to introduce 
and pass on national values and protect cultural values, received support each year for its “National 
Week – a meeting of all Hungarians”. In the framework of these lectures a special place was given to 
the topic of Christian Democratic public life. 92

Similarly, an organisation from Gyomaendrőd received regular support.93 The Templarius Foundation, 
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established in 1997 by knights of the Hungarian Order of the Knights Templar, places an emphasis on 
addressing young people, nurturing traditions, and strengthening cross-border relations of Hungar-
ian communities94. The charity ball of the town took place in April 2011, at which funds were raised 
to help disadvantaged young people in need in the Szarvas micro-region and Gyomaendrőd. The 
work of the Foundation is also exemplary in helping Roma youth.95 It considers it important to find 
a common path for Christians and the Roma. In October 2014, in a series of programmes organised 
together with the Roma Civil Rights Association, it explored the situation of Gyomaendrőd from the 
perspective of local Roma.96 Public café evenings in Gyomaendrőd started in the spring of 201697. It 
also received help from the Foundation for the charity balls of the Gyomaendrőd Union Association, 
at which it raised funds for a life-saving ambulance.98

The Foundation also embraces one-off community cohesion events in small settlements, such as the day 
to commemorate the return to Hungary of the village of Zajta,99 the “Meeting of Civil NGO’s” organ-
ised by the Association for Kuntelep in the summer of 2010,100 the meeting of traditional associations 
in Újkígyós in 2011101 and the 23rd National Meeting of Nature Conservation Organisations in 2013.102

The Board of Trustees has occasionally co-financed media in local communities. For several years from 
2010, BIA contributed to the publication of “What’s New?”, a weekly newspaper in Kalocsa and its 
surroundings,103 and to the publication of “Szentimrevárosi Citizen”104. Since 2012, it has regularly 
supported the now thirty-year-old magazine “Steps”, the forum of Szentimreváros written by 
volunteers, which is published with the help of the parish of St. Imre in Buda. The newspaper tracks 
the spiritual, cultural, and educational developments in the community.105 In 2013, the Békés Reformed 
Parish, asked for and received support for the publication of its newspaper, “Békés Bells”.106

Initiatives supported with larger sums include regular financial support for the activities of the “Hun-
garian Product – Hungarian Workplace” movement. The movement was founded in 1993 by 14 com-
panies and had about 50 members in 1996. It was established at the initiative of Andor Mándoki, an 
economic expert of KDNP and the developer of the party’s economic programmes.107 The aim of the 
Hungarian Product – Hungarian Workplace Foundation is to organise the self-defence of the domes-
tic economy by promoting domestic products through raising consumer awareness, to assess the 
state of Hungarian enterprises, to preserve jobs in years of crisis and to increase the competitive-
ness of products.108

The Barankovics István Foundation organised joint events with non-governmental organisations. 
Examples include the public forum of the Christian Democratic Society in Debrecen109 and the memo-
rial ceremony organised by the Foundation for the Intellectual Heritage of Sándor Bálint.110 It also 
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co-organised the events of the New Budaőrs Salon, founded with the aim to promote the Christian 
democratic community.111 At a joint event with the Knights of St. Ladislaus, in the framework of the 
St. Ladislaus Days in Iharos, it commemorated the legacy of the Knight King, our King Ladislaus I, 
consecrated in 1192. 112 At the Christian democratic events organised in 2011, the International Year of 
Volunteering, attention was increasingly focused on independent social activities of Christian con-
servative NGOs. At BIA’s January conference on the subject, Secretary of State for Social and Family 
Affairs at the Ministry of Human Resources, Miklós Soltész called volunteering a character and soci-
ety-shaping force and indeed the driving force of society.113

In March 2014, before the parliamentary elections, a local event of several NGOs promoting Chris-
tian democracy received support from the Board of Trustees. These included the Vác Hope Associa-
tion, the Sződliget Circle of Friends, the Marcali Civil Guard and Fire Brigade Association. On the eve 
of parliamentary elections on April 6, 2014, the Rákosszentmihályi Cultural Association organised 
its joint devotion entitled “Prayer for Hungary” so that, as they wrote in their application, “people 
with a Christian spirit will be attuned to this important event”.114 “Walk for Life”, organised by the 
Association of Hungarians in Europe from Ócsa, can be considered a particularly Christian demo-
cratic theme, which drew attention to the protection of life by commemorating the child victims of 
abortion in the last 58 years.115 The Cegléd Gate Civic Association popularised the traditional family 
concept in settlements of the Cegléd micro-region with the financial support of BIA. Pastors, fam-
ily caregivers and social workers gave lectures on the possibilities of helping families with financial 
and moral problems.116

The Board of Trustees also highlights the problems in the lives of disadvantaged young people and tries 
to alleviate them within its means. These have included embracing Santa Claus celebrations,117 and 
occasional contributions to camping for children from large families.118 Between 2011 and 2017, BIA 
annually gave financial support to cover the costs of an archaeological and ethnographic camp for 
disadvantaged children organised by the Methodological and Child Protection Service of the Buda-
pest Municipality.119 With partial funding from BIA, a two-volume textbook was published present-
ing the child protection programmes of the Ágota Foundation (full name: National Public Benefit 
Foundation for the Support of Young People Living in State Care and at Risk.)120 The Don Bosco Sisters 
from the Daughters of the Helping Virgin Mary undertook the employment of socially deprived chil-
dren in housing estates. For this they sought BIA’s help in their tender application entitled “Employ-
ment of Children from Housing Estates with the Don Bosco Prevention Method”.121 For several years, 
the Foundation partially financed the implementation of the Hungarian National Navigation Asso-
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ciation’s programmes, through which hundreds of disadvantaged young people from nursing homes 
were taken on cruises on the anniversary of the state foundation.122

A model example of the Foundation’s own charitable programmes is the assistance provided during 
the 2010 flood in Edelény. In the summer of 2010, Bódva broke through the protective dams and prac-
tically ruined the settlement. Twenty-four houses had completely collapsed, many family homes 
became uninhabitable, drinking water and electricity supply was disrupted, and the school year 
was cut short.123 At the time of the natural disaster, donations and offerings came from many parts 
of the country. The BIA Board of Trustees decided to help the most vulnerable children so they could 
overcome the trauma they had suffered. Vice-president András Gábor Szényei, who coordinated the 
programmes, organised holidays for children of families in need – mainly cumulatively disadvan-
taged and Roma – during the rehabilitation works, which lasted several weeks.124 The 28 children 
and three teachers accompanying them lived in the Csillebérc camp between July 21 and 30, where 
cultural and leisure programmes were organised for them. They took in the main sights of the cap-
ital, participated in the Mass held in St. Stephen’s Basilica, and of course took part in several chil-
dren’s programmes, visiting the Palace of Miracles, the Budapest Grand Circus, and a swimming 
pool. The group was taken to the capital, to programmes sites and then home in a comfortable bus. 
“Child-Friendly”, an event by the Barankovics István Foundation on June 28, 2013, was a fresh high-
light in a list of child-friendly programmes, in the framework of which disadvantaged children could 
spend a day at the Franciscan Monastery in Szécsény and were able to see the lives of the monks.125 
The Foundation organised a democracy camp for children with a difficult life in the summer of 2015, 
where they received theoretical and practical knowledge about the political system of Hungary.126

The charitable activities of the Foundation naturally extend to other areas. For years, it provided sig-
nificant financial support to the Erzsébet Hospice Foundation,127 which provides professional assis-
tance for the home care of terminal patients in 92 settlements in Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén County. In 
addition, BIA organised events related to the World Day of People with Disabilities in 2011 at the Vic-
toria Rehabilitation Centre in Székesfehérvár.128 In December 2015, it funded the accessibility of a the-
atrical performance.129

Overall, the Foundation’s efforts to nurture the socio-cultural base of Christian democracy suggest a 
broad support policy that favours co-financing, builds on the initiative and self-sufficiency of small 
communities, and seeks to promote as many smaller programmes as possible.
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BIA pays attention to young people
In recent years, the Foundation has shown many signs of paying attention to young people, from the 
youngest to the young adults. This is confirmed by the extremely high number of subsidised child-
friendly events and youth programmes, as well as by activities aimed at keeping education pol-
icy issues on the agenda. It also supports the activities of church educational institutions and their 
student organisations, embraces programmes that strengthen young people’s social responsibility, 
and organises such programmes itself. It seeks to give young people an understanding of the foun-
dations of civic existence, so that they can acquire the competencies of responsible civic participa-
tion and learn about the position of modern Christian democracy. From the outset, its youth policy 
programmes, and support principles have aimed in several directions; partly towards young people 
themselves and partly towards dialogue with teachers who are educating the rising generations.

Already at the turn of the 19th and 20th century, Catholic public thinking was also aware that “he 
who owns the school owns the future”. From the beginning, the Barankovics István Foundation has 
treated education as a strategic sector. Education policy issues were highlighted in the Foundation’s 
support policy and programmes, especially between 2006 and 2013, during the development of the 
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Christian democratic education policy alternative. Christian democracy in Hungary saw a need for 
profound changes in education and culture after the left-wing governments. The Foundation itself 
has initiated a dialogue on rebuilding the system of public education and adult education. On Novem-
ber 7, 2009, the “School, Morality, Knowledge” public education policy conference was held at the 
conference centre of the Headquarters of the Dunamellék Reformed Diocese130, where Member of 
Parliament Rózsa Hoffmann presented the educational programmes of KDNP. “Our thanks go to the 
Christian Democratic People’s Party and the Barankovics Foundation for starting to lay the base. For-
tunately, excellent helpers have joined this work; in addition to civil (right-wing) education politi-
cians, we can count on teachers who are committed to education, live for their profession, and work 
despite the crippling power of bad measures. I hope you will come up with useful, wise thoughts at 
today’s School-Morality-Knowledge Conference and Forum”, wrote Viktor Orbán, President of Fidesz, 
in a letter to welcome the meeting.131 Since 2009, the Foundation has supported the publication of the 
“Master and Disciple” pedagogical journal at the Faculty of Arts of Pázmány Péter Catholic Univer-
sity, which was primarily a forum for Christian pedagogical writing.132 It supported the events pro-
moting the educational reforms of the right-wing government organised by Rózsa Hoffmann, KDNP, 
who after 2010 served as Secretary of State. Already in the spirit of the election campaign, BIA and 
the Protestant Workshop held an educational theory conference in February 2010 entitled “Settling 
our Common Issues”, where, in addition to developing a report on the state of education, the peda-
gogical ideas of KDNP were again presented.133

In 2009, the Board of Trustees of the Foundation announced a drawing competition for the young-
est entitled “The Golden Gate is Open”134. However, it typically reaches the age group through sports 
days,135 family days,136 children’s day events,137 family camps and weekends for married people.138

A typical example of embracing the cultural and community programmes of young people is the sup-
port for the Hungarian Piarist Student Association for nine years in the organisation of the “Friends’ 
Way” youth pilgrimage. The programme was first organised in 1996 by the monks and secular teach-
ers of four monastic orders which operate schools (Benedictine, Piarist, School Sisters of Notre Dame, 
Congregation of Jesus.) Since then, they have been exploring the landscapes of historic Hungary 
together with students from church schools. The spiritual exercises and community training sessions 
attended by 150-200 students every year and associated with the trip serve young people’s search for 
identity in a friendly environment.139 In order to help the work of Christian student organisations, 
the Board of Trustees also contributed to several publications. For example, the Cistercian Student 
and Scout Foundation published scout booklets in 2010.140 The BIA Board of Trustees supported the 
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Catholic Cultural Association’s request to publish a Catholic youth magazine entitled “Yes”141, edited 
and distributed by volunteers who consider themselves “radically moderate.” It assisted in the pub-
lication of the “Studia Ignaciana” series containing articles by talented students at St. Ignatius Jesuit 
College.142 However, one can also find examples of the Board of Trustees awarding contributions to 
secular student organisations. One such request was of the student department of the Hungarian 
Political Science Society. From 2008, the Foundation co-funded a travelling conference of political 
science students for several years, hosted by different university cities each year.143

In the spirit of dialogue with teachers, the Barankovics István Foundation maintains regular relations 
with church-run educational institutions, co-organises events with them,144 and supports their pro-
jects. These include, for example, the Patrona Hungariae Catholic School Centre, where pedagogical 
work takes place covering the full range of education, from talent development to the upbringing of 
disadvantaged children. In this educational institution, the Foundation organised the “Globalisation 
and Environmental Challenges in the 21st Century” conference on July 27-28, 2009, dealing with the 
protection of the created world.145 The Foundation annually contributes to the costs of a joint summer 
audio-visual creative camp of the Piarist High School in Budapest and the Patrona Hungariae Cath-
olic School Centre, where participating high school students learn about the use of modern multi
media tools while making Christian short films.146 Extracurricular religious camps of the Mezőtúr 
Reformed Parish were also funded several times.147

						    

130  �BIA archive. Own and joint events II. 2009.

131  �“School, Moral, Knowledge” conference. https://sulihalo.hu/pedagogus/pedagogusok-foruma/5457-iskola-erkolcs-tudas-a-koznevelesi-

szakkepzesi-felsoktatasi-es-felnottkepzesi-rendszer-ujjaepitese/ View: December 15, 2020

132  �BIA archive. Supported publications 2009, 2010

133  �BIA archive. Own and joint events 2010.

134  �BIA archive. Own events. I. 2009.

135  �BIA archive. Other projects, 2011.

136  �E.g., family day in Solt on June 17, 2011. BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2011. Family Day in Salgótarján and Pusztaszabolcs. BIA archive. 

Own and joint events. 2014.
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137  �For example, such was the organisation and support of the children’s day event of the Pécs Christian Circle. BIA archive. Own and joint events. 

2012

138  �Such was, for example, the family camp of the St. Anthony Parish in Hermos in Târgu Mureş in 200. cf.: ibid. “Married Couples’ Weekend” of the 

Christian association in Győr. BIA archive. Supported events. 2010.

139  �BIA archive. Supported events. 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016

140  �BIA archive. Supported Publications 2009.

141  �BIA Archive Supported Publications. 2010, 2011, 2012

142  �BIA archive. Supported publications. 2018.

143  �2008. PTE, Pécs. BIA archive. Supported events. 2008, 2010. ELTE Budapest BIA archive. Supported events 2010, 2011

144  �Among other things, the St. Margaret High School, which hosted several BIA events. For example, a memorial to István Barankovics on De-

cember 6, 2011. cf. BIA archive. Own and joint events 2011. Here the Foundation organised its first Advent evening in 2014, in the framework 

of which KDNP and BIA reported on their annual activities. Invited representatives of sister organisations were also present at the event. BIA 

archive. Own and joint events. 2014. A ceremony was organised in memory of István Barankovics in the chapel of the grammar school. BIA ar-

chive. Own and joint events 2015.

145  �BIA archive Own events. I. 2009. In the same year, BIA also organized a number of environmental events and conferences and forums, including 

on December 16, 2009. Cf. Ibid.

146  �E.g., August 7-14, 2011. BIA supported events. I. 2011. 2012. 2013. Supported events. II. 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017.

147  �BIA archive. Supported events. 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020

Teachers’ Roundtable and Online Democracy Activity (2012-2020)
With the establishment of the Teachers’ Roundtable in November 2012, the Barankovics István Foun-
dation’s relations with young people gained new momentum.148 Compared to previous support prac-
tices, the Foundation launched its own large-budget educational projects. These focused primarily 
on two topics: preparing young people for social roles and educating the digital generation. At the 
same time, the direction it set out on remained unchanged; it continued to reach out to young peo-
ple, especially the high school age group approaching political adulthood, and to continue the dia-
logue it had begun with teachers in a renewed framework. Its 2012-2020 youth projects were based 
on the belief that innovative dialogue is needed at different levels of education to develop a peda-
gogical culture that can effectively support the coming generations in shaping their personal lives, 
and their perception of individual and community roles.
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The first cycle of the Foundation’s educational project took place between 2012-2017. During the five 
years, fifteen project elements were implemented aiming at teachers; the Foundation organised 
seven conferences on various topics and issued six educational methodology tenders on the topic of 
social education. By 2017, it had implemented a total of twenty-three project elements for students.149 
Video summaries were made of each element of the programme series, which can be viewed on the 
Foundation’s YouTube channel.150

The opening of the programme series took place on November 16, 2012 in Budapest at the “Education 
for Social and Public Life” conference, to which high school teachers and heads of institutions were 
invited. During the professional day, the speakers gave an overview of the current state of young 
people’s social integration and political socialization and international and domestic good practices151 
by using empirical data from youth sociology and educational research. An important outcome of 
the conference was the establishment of the Teachers’ Roundtable, which to this day coordinates 
the organisation’s own pedagogical programmes. In its closed Facebook group, nearly 130 educators 
who had been in contact with the Foundation through various events consider current issues in pre-
paring young people for social roles.152 On May 10, 2013, the Foundation organised a professional day 
for educators for the second time. The aim of the “Digital Indigenous People in the Classroom” con-
ference was to better get to know the world of Generations Y and Z and to explore the socialization 
needs of the age group.153 Participants also sought answers to the question of how to build a bridge 
between digital indigenous students and immigrant teachers and why and how to forge a peda-
gogical advantage from having their students live on the World Wide Web. Other important events 
included the “Values” conference series with the support of the Hanns Seidel Foundation. The topic 
of the first “Values” conference was to evaluate the situation and perspectives of ethics education 
introduced in 2014. The next forum for joint knowledge-building was organised by the Foundation 
in April 2015, where the emphasis was on pedagogical issues in the development of user knowledge 
that can actually be used in real life. Further examples of a participatory approach to education arose 
at the “Values 4.0” conference.

The Foundation’s “This is how I teach” teacher competition is also part of the Foundation’s joint work 
with educators. Between 2013 and 2020, the Teachers’ Roundtable six times announced a teacher com-
petition to create lesson plans, projects, and other pedagogical programmes, as well as to disseminate 
best practices. Including the 2020 application cycle, a total of about 160 educators have participated in 
these so far. The best works are published in the Teacher Roundtable’s “This is how I teach” method
ological series, which reached its fifth volume in 2020.154
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The first project of the Teachers’ Roundtable for young people was the essay competition “When I am 
64” announced in March 2013. In the call, organisers asked young people to imagine and describe 
their 64th birthday. How do they see the world and the society they will live in then? What role did 
they play in shaping their own lives and environments? Could they influence their future and the 
world with their decisions and individual choices? Among the more than 130 entries received, there 
were many valuable, unique, and highly literate essays.155

Between 2011 and 2017, the Barankovics Foundation developed an educational social knowledge game 
called Online Democracy Activity (O: DA) and operated it for four years. The first competition cycle 
“Tedd O: DA magad!” was held between September and December 2013, the second lasted from Jan-
uary to May 2013, and the third and fourth lasted throughout the school years of 2014 and 2015. The 
slogans of the competition cycles were related to the topics in focus. “The earth beneath you, the 
sky above you, the ladder within you” referred to social self-activity. “The earth is spherical, but the 
world is not round” referred to solidarity and human dignity. “May time be with you” referred to the 
study of the past-present-future contexts. These ideas were elaborated by the participants through 
various creative tasks.

The aim of the interactive democracy game was to prepare young people for adult roles, to develop pub-
lic and civic competencies, and to acquaint them with the everyday principles of Christian democ-
racy. The game consisted of two parts; the first part took place entirely on the Internet, in a portal 
developed and operated by the Foundation156. The competing teams were given their assignments in 
the portal and submitted their solutions there, which were then judged by a jury made up of sociolo-
gists, political scientists, educators, communications, literary and film professionals. The teams with 
the best results in the second stage of the competition also met in person in a face to face157 round. To 
this end, the Foundation’s Teachers’ Roundtable twice organised the “ODABuda” democracy camps 
in Budapest.158 According to the concept of the competition, it gradually broadened the participants’ 
social horizon to include identity levels relevant to their social existence. While in the online phase 
the teams competed primarily with documentation of tasks solved in the local society, in the democ-
racy camp the topics of national politics and public life were focused on. A trip to Brussels, organ-
ised for the most successful teams and co-financed by the Foundation and MEP György Hölvényi159, 
introduced EU policy to young people.

In the four competition cycles, nearly five hundred high school students were able to compete using 
their skills and creativity. Thirty nine percent of the competitors came from vocational high schools. 
The teams were assisted by forty-five teacher-mentors. Several Hungarian schools and settlements 
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beyond the border (Subotica, Senta, Oradea, Mukachevo, Mostova) also joined our social knowledge 
game. Thanks to this, nearly sixty young Hungarians and nine high school mentor teachers partici-
pated from beyond the borders. However, the range of people involved in the programmes was much 
wider, as school communities, faculty members, local community participants, local public figures, 
politicians, and the media had to be involved in solving the tasks. We can only estimate the num-
ber of people the enthusiastic young fellows came into contact with during the competition, and 
how many people helped them to solve the tasks. If this number was at least fifty people per team, 
another two to three thousand people should be included in the range of helpers.

In the summer of 2019, a new pedagogical programme was launched by the Foundation’s Teachers’ 
Roundtable. The name DemoDuo was meant to express the collaboration of teachers and students 
participating in the programme. The project focused on the deficiencies of civic public education. 
Its purpose was twofold; to encourage educators to develop civic competency through in-class and 
extracurricular activities, and to stimulate students’ interest in issues of active citizenship. The pro-
gramme was intended to provide knowledge and methodological support, and to motivate students 
through activities and playful tasks. DemoDuo consisted of two project elements. The first module 
was in-service teacher training. To this end, the Foundation concluded an agreement with the Univer-
sity of Szeged, which accredits the training programmes, to implement it. The second part was “socio-
camp” held in Gyula between July 23-26, 2019, where teachers could participate with their students 
and test their knowledge and methodological solutions – gained in training sessions – in practice.

						    

148  �Mária Rita Kiss: “This is how we teach”. Project summary of the first cycle of the educational programme of the Barankovics István Foundation 

(2012-2017) “Barankovics István Foundation 2018” entitled volume and programme documentation were used. See also BIA Archive. Online 

Democracy Activity. 2012-2017.

149  �See the appendix for a tabular summary of the Foundation’s education programme for 2012-2017.

150  �https://www.youtube.com/user/BarankovicsAlapitv

151  �BIA archive. Own and joint events. II. 2012.

152  �BIA archive. Other projects. 2014-2020.

153  �BIA archive. Other projects. 2013.
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154  �“This is how I teach: Innovative methodological solutions in preparing young people for social roles.” Barankovics István Foundation. 2014-

2020. I.-II.-III.-IV.-V. volumes. https://barankovics.hu/igy-tanitom-modszertani-kotetek/ View: December 8, 2020

155  �BIA archive. Other projects. 2013.

156  �www. teddoda.hu. On the now archived portal, you can also view the competition tasks and the teams’ solutions.

157  �The face-to-face finals were at St. Margaret’s High School on December 6, 2015 and December 6, 2016.

158  �The ODABuda first Democracy Camp was organized between March 3-9, 2014, and the second between July 6-9, 2104, in Csillebérc.

159  �The winners of the first and second rounds of the ODA competition in the summer of 2015 and the winners of ODA 3.0 in February 2016 visit-

ed the capital of the European Union. BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2016. The best teams from ODA4you travelled to Brussels in February 

2017. BIA archive. Other projects. 2017.

In favour of the families
The social view of Christian democracy is based on natural law. The family is the most appropriate and 
irreplaceable institution in human nature and is the first and most important socialisation scene 
of future generations. The fate of families160 is closely linked to the fate of the nation in this view. 
Therefore, from the very beginning, the Barankovics István Foundation played an important role in 
embracing the cause of Hungarian families, keeping population policy issues on the agenda, and pro-
tecting the institution of marriage. Its activities contributed to the laying of foundations for a pro-
family policy turn in Hungary under conservative rule. The aim of the pro-family policy action plan 
is to ensure that having a child does not pose a risk of poverty to anyone, and, as Mária Kopp once 
put it, “that the desired and planned children should be born”.

BIA’s work for a pro-family policy turn is documented in a series of conferences and publications. Keep-
ing family policy issues on the agenda already played an important role in the period 2006-2010,161 
but the renaissance of the topic really arrived in the post-2010 era, when Christian democracy was 
given a realistic opportunity for its proposals to be accepted at government level.

In 2012, the Foundation organised the conference “The Future of the Family is the Future of the Nation”,162 
and then again, at the beginning of the following year, the demographic theme was brought into 
focus at the BIA event “Intergenerational Cooperation for the Hungary of the Future”163.

On November 11, 2013, the Barankovics István Foundation together with the KDNP Protestant Work-
shop organised a conference in Debrecen entitled “The Family is the Pillar of Society”. At the event, 
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the speakers touched on a number of important topics. Christian family policy was discussed, as 
well as what the church does for families, unfavourable demographic conditions, the issue of abor-
tion and the importance of job creation to improve the situation of families.164 At the meeting, Sec-
retary of State Miklós Soltész presented the family policy measures of the conservative government. 
Reformed Church pastor Csongor Széles spoke about how the church can support families, welcom-
ing the introduction of religious and ethics education in schools. A representative of the Debrecen 
local government and the president of the Debrecen Association of Large Families also spoke at the 
meeting.165 On 21 November 2014, the Foundation hosted another conference, this time an interna-
tional family policy event, which was organised together with the EPP group at the Pázmány Péter 
Catholic University. József Mészáros and EPP representative György Hölvényi spoke at the conference 
on behalf of the directors. On the Hungarian side, Bence Rétvári, Parliamentary State Secretary of 
the EMMI, Katalin Novák, State Secretary for Family and Youth Policy, and László Márki, President 
of the European Large Family Association, gave presentations. Foreign speakers included Christof T. 
Zellenberg, President of the Europa Institute in Vienna, Mons. Piotr Mazurkiewitz, Professor at Car-
dinal Stefan Wyszynski University in Warsaw.166 In 2016, again, three conferences indicated that the 
issue was still on the political agenda.167 

In May 2018, another meeting of Christian Democratic organisations took place in the House of Dialogue. 
At the event entitled “Focus on the Family: The Nation’s Life Workshop – Christian Democratic Fam-
ily Policy”168, renowned speakers shared their ideas on possible ways to create a family-friendly soci-
ety. The participants of the conference emphasized the importance of a holistic approach, because, as 
Tünde Fűrész, the representative of KINCS, said, “anything that forms an organic unit in everyday life 
should not be separated into specialisations.” In addition to a number of concrete proposals requiring 
financial resources, the need for a change of approach was emphasized that strengthening family-
friendly communication and a family-friendly approach to the growing generation through educa-
tional means.169 In 2015, the Barankovics István Foundation published and presented the book “On the 
Edge of the Precipice” by József Benda on November 3 in the council hall of the Piarist High School. 
The volume reviewed the demographic conditions in the country, diagnosed the crisis, explored its 
causes and made proposals to halt population decline.170 After the book’s publication, the Family-
Friendly Workshop was established under the leadership of the sociologist, which continued its oper-
ation after 2016 with continuous financial support from the Foundation.171 The organisation’s experts 
through thematic workshops examined various aspects of halting depopulation.172 The “Alliance for 
Child- and Family-Friendly Hungary Expert Workshop” had almost 300 experts who had spent sev-
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eral years analysing social processes, preparing studies, developing proposals and organising work-
shops to halt depopulation.173 

Perhaps the largest event on this topic was the “Children are our future” conference on June 20, 2018, 
co-organised by Eötvös Loránd University and the Barankovics István Foundation174, attended by 
265 researchers and interested people. At the event, representatives of the government, the leaders 
of Eötvös Loránd University and the Kopp Mária Institute for Population and Families (KINCS), as 
well as the “Coalition for a Child and Family-Friendly Hungary Expert Workshop” presented their 
research findings and their suggestions to professionals and politicians. The main message of the 
opening speech by József Mészáros was formulated along the lines of Christian democratic values. 
With regard to family policy, the President emphasized the principle of subsidiarity, which, in his 
words, currently means “one should do one’s duty that Providence has imposed”. In his opening 
remarks, Katalin Novák, Secretary of State for Family Policy, stated that tackling the demographic 
crisis is the “most personal public affair” that citizens have to deal with, while government’s task is 
only to “reduce barriers to young people”. In his speech, Péter Harrach, the leader of the KDNP par-
liamentary group, referred to the principle of Christian democratic personalism and the protection 
of human dignity that followed from it for family policy issues, as well as the importance of bal-
ancing rights and duties. He marked the duty of politics to “create an opportunity for an individual 
decision to be made.”175 The publication of a volume of conference material and the organisation of 
events to promote the book in the capital and in the countryside was funded from the budget of the 
Foundation.176 

						    

160  �“Focus on the family as the nation’s workshop – Christian Democratic family policy.”

This title was given to the conference organized by the Barankovics István Foundation in May 2018 and to KDNP’s Family and Life Protection Work-

ing Committee.

161  �For example, at a conference on the protection of the institution of marriage at the Pázmány Péter Catholic University on 14 May 2008. BIA ar-

chive. Own and joint events. 2008. November 26, 2008, conference on the economic effects of aging with the support of the Pázmány Péter 

Catholic University and the University of Szeged. BIA archive. Supported events. 2008. On April 2, 2009, the Foundation organized a conference 

on bankruptcy protection for families in the conference centre of the headquarters of the Dunamellék Reformed Church District. BIA archive 

Own events. I.
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162  �BIA archive. Own events. 2012.

163  �BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2013.

164  �BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2013.

165  �KDNP Protestant Workshop Conference – Debrecen November 21, 2013 KDNP PM website. View: December 08,2020

166  �BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2014.

167  �A family policy conference was supported by the Board of Trustees in the spring at Sapientia Theological College. BIA archive. Supported 

events. 2016; On April 19, 2016, the KDNP Family Protection Committee organized a conference called “Changing World – Changing Families”. 

BIA archive. Supported events. 2016. BIA archive. Supported events. 2016. BIA archive. Supported events. 2016.

168  �BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2018.

169  �“Modernizing the eternal” 164-168.

170  �The book launch was held on March 11, 2015. BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2015.

171  �BIA archive. Supported events. 2016. BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2017. Own and joint events. 2018, 2019.

172  �These were, for example, the situation of the economy and families, the issue of full-time motherhood, starting life, education, the role of local 

governments, legislation. BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2017.

173  �The website of “Cooperating for Children and Family-Friendly Hungary” Expert Workshop https://megegymagyart.com/osszefogas-a-gyermek-

es-csaladbart-magyarorszagert-szakertoi-muhely/

174  �See the invitation and detailed programme of the conference in the appendix.

175  �“Modernizing the eternal” pp. 170-175 and BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2018.

176  �BIA archive. “Christian democracy in Hungary is 75 years old.” 2019.

“Countries have borders, nations do not”
The quote from the Prime Minister, Viktor Orbán, suggests that a number of laws and regulations 
have been enacted in Hungary that consider all Hungarians, wherever they live in the world, to be 
part of the Hungarian nation. In this spirit, the FIDESZ-KDNP coalition has been striving since 2010 
to strengthen cross-border cohesion among Hungarians in the world, between those in the mother-
land, in the Carpathian Basin and the diaspora. After the first phase of national policy, between 2010 
and 2013, which focused mainly on the adoption of the legislation of national unification, from 2014 
several programmes promoted the well-being of Hungarians beyond the borders, helped the protec-
tion of their national identity and strengthened national cohesion. Christian democracy has played 
a major role in this process from the beginning. The activities of the President of KDNP, Zsolt Semjén, 
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Deputy Prime Minister and Minister without portfolio responsible for national policy, were summa-
rised in the volumes containing the writings and speeches of the politician, created under the aus-
pices of the Barankovics István Foundation. “We fight for all Hungarians” was published in 2011,177 
“National Policy” published in 2012,178 and “One Million” published in 2017.179 The title of the latter 
alluded to the ceremonial oath of the one millionth new Hungarian citizen in December 2017, after 
the introduction of preferential naturalisation of Hungarians abroad in the 2010 law.180 The majority 
of the one million new Hungarian citizens requesting their naturalisation were in the Carpathian 
Basin, and more than 100,000 in the wide diaspora.

The framework created by government policy for the cultivation of cross-border Hungarian-Hungarian 
relations was furnished with content by a number of foundations and organisational projects, inde-
pendent social activities, which were also supported by the Foundation. Embracing the activities of 
Christian-conservative non-governmental organisations in national politics has been given a promi
nent role both in its own projects and in the support policy of its Board of Trustees. Without wishing 
to be exhaustive, we list below some typical examples of events that strengthen national cohesion.

Between 2008 and 2013, BIA regularly contributed to the costs of summer camps of the Foundation for 
Hungarian Education in Moldova, where Csango children from Lábnyik holidayed in Pálköve every 
year.181 It supported the programmes organised by the Albertfalva Christian Society, in the frame-
work of which homeland knowledge camps182 were organised for children from Transcarpathia and 
they had the chance to visit the Parliament.183 

The Lorántffy Zsuzsanna Association for the Development of Bodrogköz is also one of the regular appli-
cants among Hungarian organisations abroad. This organisation requested and received support 8 
times for the organisation of the “Day of Human Dignity and Freedom” in Királyhelmec in Upper 
Hungary. The civic association, which carries out public cultural activities, was established in 2001 
to enhance the national self-esteem of the Hungarian minority community, to strengthen its sense 
of belonging, to support commitment to national consciousness, and to draw attention to the rich-
ness of Hungarian national values. It submitted its first grant application to the Barankovics Founda-
tion in 2013, and since then the Board of Trustees has provided ongoing support to the organisation’s 
applications every year. In 2020, for example, it contributed to the commemoration of Count János 
Esterházy, a politician from Upper Hungary, and to the costs of the subsequent programmes.184 In 
2013, the Christian Intellectual Circle based in Subotica joined the ranks of foreign organisations sup-
ported by the foundation. The aim of the organisation is to maintain the Christian consciousness of 
the Hungarians in Vojvodina and to cultivate relations with the motherland by organising meet-
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ings, public lectures, and Bible days. Today, the Christian Intellectual Circle operates as a foreign sis-
ter organisation of the Association of Christian Intellectuals.185

Within the support practice of the Board of Trustees, we also find plenty of examples of financing sum-
mer camps, free universities, and youth meetings in which Hungarian young people from the moth-
erland and abroad participate together. In 2011, for example, it contributed to the costs of organising 
a craft and tradition camp in the Carpathian Basin, where the culture of Hungarians living across 
the border also appeared as part of the national heritage.186 The “Meeting of University Pastors in the 
Eastern Carpathian Basin”187 was co-financed, as well as the “National Political Jamboree” in 2011,188 
the 5th Summer University of Young European Social Scientists of the Thaisz Elek Foundation, the 
VI “Central European Dialogue” summer university and camp events in 2012,189 and the meeting of 
the Reformed Church secondary schools in the Carpathian Basin held in Mezőtúr190 from 7 to 9 July 
2014. Similarly, support was given to the VII Central European Dialogue summer camp organised by 
the Political Science Students’ Association.191

The Board of Trustees embraced the event “On the main street of Szatmár”, organised by the “Szőke 
Szamos” Association in Szatmár, which took place between 11 and 13 October 2013. Several organisa-
tions with Christian values were represented at the meeting of Hungarian youth from the homeland 
and beyond the borders; the Youth Christian Democratic Union was present, as well as the Hun-
garian Youth Conference,192 representing young people in Transylvania, which is the largest youth 
organisation in the Carpathian Basin with 382 member organisations. Christian democratic politi-
cians, including MEP György Hölvényi, Gergely Gaál, and Csaba Sógor, MEP of DAHR, were also pre-
sent at the event.193

The common historical tradition of Hungarians in the Carpathian Basin was strengthened by the trav-
elling exhibition organised by the Kovács K. Zoltán Elderly Circle and the 1956 Historical Foundation in 
the autumn of 2013. The “Those Who Fought for Freedom” exhibition featured portraits of the 1848 and 
1956 freedom fighters. József Plohn’s photographs capturing the 1948 patriots and Mihály Dömötör’s 
1956 revolutionaries toured the Hungarian cities of the Carpathian Basin at home and abroad.194

BIA contributed to the meeting of Carpathian Basin NGOs organised by the Nagyatád Transylvanian 
Circle195 on 13 September 2014, where, in addition to building relationships, the emphasis was on bet-
ter getting to know each other’s Hungarianness. The meeting was attended by guests from all coun-
tries of the region, representing NGOs and Christian communities, including from Transylvania, 
Partium, the Zil Valley, Vojvodina, and Upper Hungary.

The citizenship of Hungarians beyond the borders opened the door to the possibilities of closer con-
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tact with the motherland. The “First World Meeting of Hungarian Youth” (MIVIT) was held in Cegléd 
between June 29 and July 5, 2015. MIVIT was co-organised by the National Strategic Research Insti-
tute, the Ministry of Agriculture, the Barankovics István Foundation, and the Municipality of Cegléd. 
It provided an opportunity for young people from the motherland, the Carpathian Basin, and the 
distant diaspora to make friends, get to know each other’s customs, gastronomy, and traditions at a 
seven-day event. The week-long series of programmes ended with a service in the Great Reformed 
Church of Cegléd.196

BIA’s educational game of democracy, the Online Democracy Activity, could not be left out when culti-
vating cross-border relations. As mentioned earlier, students from schools abroad in the Carpathian 
Basin also joined the competition. On September 16-17, 2016, the Foundation organised a meeting for 
them in Budapest called “ODA – Unlimited”. The professional programmes started with a mini confer-
ence where the background of the O:DA philosophy, and issues of active citizenship were introduced 
to the participants, and then former participants of the Online Democracy Activity competition pre-
sented their most successful work. “ODA – Unlimited” was also about community building, which 
in the evening programmes was combined with the fun of playing together in the escape rooms of 
Sweet Escape. The next day, participants attended a virtual performance recalling the events of 1956 
at the House of Terror Museum, and then, after a visit to the Parliament, watched the races of the 
National Gallop.197

The project “At Home, in our Homeland, at a young age” organised by the Hierotheos Association aimed 
at strengthening relations between Greek Catholic non-governmental organisations and youth com-
munities within the borders and beyond, building on the three-border nature of Kisvárda, and explor-
ing the possibilities of joint action. Some of the events of the project were supported by BIA. The Youth 
Christian Democratic Alliance also attended the seminar on July 7-9, 2017. Miklós Seszták, Minis-
ter of National Development, and Lajos Kósa, former Mayor of Debrecen, gave a presentation at the 
seminar.198 Within this large-scale project, a meeting of young municipal representatives of the Car-
pathian Basin took place in February of the following year.199 On 4-7 July 2019 the Academy of Kis-
várda took place, where, among other things, the participants discussed the issues of cooperation 
between young people in the Carpathian Basin.200

NGOs can do a lot for reconciliation in Central Europe, for healing the wounds inflicted on each other 
as a result of the treaty enforced at Trianon. It is evidenced by the Charter XXI Association, which 
also receives regular support from the Board of Trustees of the Barankovics István Foundation. It is 
also an activity of an association led by László Surján, the former president of KDNP.201 The aim of 
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the movement is to promote reconciliation, and to process the traumas of history and politics espe-
cially in the Carpathian Basin. On June 13, 2016, the reconciliation movement held a Hungarian-Slo-
vak bilingual conference “Together on the Road” at the Eötvös Loránd University in cooperation with 
HÍD – Szeben Hungarian Association.202 The main patron of the conference was Cardinal Péter Erdő, 
and among the invited guests of honour were politicians, scientists, and prominent figures of pub-
lic life from the two countries. An event by the Charter XXI Association in 2018 took place at the St. 
Athanasius Greek Catholic Theological College in Nyíregyháza entitled “Together on the Road – Hun-
garians and Ruthenians”.203 The lectures given at the event focused on the preservation of the cul-
tural heritage of the Ruthenians, who are considered to be the “most faithful of nationalities”, and 
on the interaction of the Hungarian and Eastern Slavic cultures. The next event in the series held 
in the House of Dialogue in March 2019 dealt with the Hungarian and Romanian coexistence, with 
the aim of alleviating set negative stereotypes of the common past.204 On the 100th anniversary of 
Trianon, László Surján, president of the movement drew attention to our need to establish national 
cooperation not only with Hungarians living abroad, but also with all neighbouring peoples, because 
these relations particularly serve Hungarians’ interests. This is the only way to ensure that neigh-
bouring peoples do not view Hungarians as a danger.205 The most recent event of the Charter XXI 
movement was an online conference in November 2020 promoting the rapprochement of Hungari-
ans and Romanians in Transylvania.206

 
						    

177  �Zsolt Semjén: “We fight for all Hungarians! Mosaics of the unification of the Hungarian nation under public law, and the experiment of Christian 

politics.” Barankovics István Foundation. Budapest. 2011. BIA archive. Own joint publications. 2011.

178  �Zsolt Semjén: “National Politics”. Barankovics Foundation. Budapest, 2012. BIA archive. Own publications 2012.

179  �Zsolt Semjén: “One million. Mosaics of national unification from the history of Hungarian Christian democratic politics.” Barankovics István 

Foundation. Budapest, 2017.

180  �On May 26, 2010, the Parliament amended the Hungarian Citizenship Act. According to this, anyone who has at least one Hungarian ancestor 

and speaks Hungarian can be a Hungarian citizen. The amendment to the law opened up the legal possibility for preferential naturalisation.

181  �BIA archive Supported events 2008, 2010. Supported events II. 2012, 2013.

182  �BIA archive. Supported events II. 2012, 2014, 2018, 2019.

183  �BIA archive. Supported events. 2013.
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184  �BIA archive. Supported events. 2013-2020.

185  �BIA archive. Support for national regional organisations. 2013, 2014

186  �BIA archive. Supported events II. 2011.

187  �BIA archive. Supported events I. 2011.

188  �BIA archive. Other projects. 2011.

189  �BIA archive. Supported events II. 2012

190  �BIA archive. Supported events. I. –II. 2014.

191  �BIA archive, Supported events II. 2013.

192  �Website of the organisation: https://miert.ro/ View: December 8, 2020.

193  �E.g., The Satu Mare Association for the Preservation of Traditions in later years. BIA archive. Supported events. II. 2014.

194  �BIA archive. Supported events II. 2013.

195  �BIA archive. Supported events I. 2014.

196  �BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2015. The 2nd MIVIT took place between 11-17 July 2016. BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2016. Support-

ed events. 2018.

197  �“Future. A selection from the writings of the Teachers’ Round table of the Barankovics István Foundation.” (Ed. Kiss Mária Rita) The Barankovics 

István Foundation series is 30 years old. 2020. pp. 167-169.

198  �BIA archive. Supported events. 2017.

199  �BIA archive. Supported events. 2018.

200  �BIA archive. Supported events. 2019. In the same year, the Board of Trustees also contributed to the costs of the organisation’s youth weekend. 

Cf: Ibid. The “Home, Young, Homeland” programme received support from the BIA Board of Trustees to organise a meeting of Christian Demo-

cratic community leaders in 2020. BIA archive. Supported events. 2020.

201  �BIA archive. Supported events. 2016.

202  �The conference can be viewed in the Catholic TV archive. https://katolikus.tv/egyutt-az-uton/ View: December 10, 2020.

203  �BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2018.

204  �BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2019. See the invitation to the event in the appendix.

205  �László Surján: “Let us give thanks for our Hungarianness!” vasarnap.hu View: December 11, 2020.

206 https://eszm.ro/2020/11/10/egyutt-az-uton-online/ and http://chartaxxi.eu/nagyszebenben-jartunk-volna/ View: December 10, 2020. The 

Charter XXI Association recently published a selection of writings published on the Reconciliation website, edited by László Surján, entitled Charter 

2012-2014.

70

t
h

e
 

b
a

r
a

n
k

o
v

i
c

s
 

i
s

t
v

á
n

 
f

o
u

n
d

a
t

i
o

n
 

t
u

r
n

s
 

3
0



About the past for the present: the Foundation’s policy of commemoration
The cultivation of Christian democratic intellectual traditions has always played a prominent role in 
the Barankovics István Foundation’s activities. KDNP is the only historical party in today’s Hun-
garian political system, which means it is backed by the uniquely rich intellectual heritage of Hun-
garian Christian democracy. It is its duty to preserve this heritage in the 21st century and pass it on 
to new generations, as well as utilise and update it in the quest for answers to contemporary chal-
lenges. Therefore, BIA considers it its task to nurture and maintain the memory of all those who, rep-
resenting the basic values ​​of this worldview, contributed to its survival and to bolstering its role in 
shaping society.

The Foundation has often signalled respect for outstanding politicians over the past 30 years of Hun-
garian Christian democracy. At the initiative and with the help of BIA and KDNP, the ashes of István 
Barankovics, who was forced to emigrate, were repatriated on December 10, 2001. A reinterment cer-
emony was organised on December 13, and a tombstone erected for him in the National Tomb Garden 
on Fiumei út.207 A series of video clips by the Barankovics Academy Foundation208, which presented 
the life and political thinking of István Barankovics, on the available technical level of the internet 
mostly used by young people, was co-funded by BIA. The Foundation regularly embraces all local 
initiatives that nurture the memory of the politician. BIA supports the István Barankovics Memo-
rial Days organised in Polgár, his hometown.209 It contributed to the erection and inauguration of the 
politician’s statue. For the 110th anniversary of his birth, it made a film in which István Barankovics’ 
relatives still alive today remember the politician.210

 The operation of the Barankovics István Foundation would have been unthinkable without the sacri-
fice and dedication of Zoltán Kovács K. The Organisation was founded on his initiative in 1990 and 
he played a key role in its operation for the rest of his life. The politician died in 2008, in his 84th year. 
His burial and the erection of his tombstone were taken care of by the Barankovics István Founda-
tion,211 and it has subsequently supported all events that cherished the memory of the honorary pres-
ident of BIA.212

On March 17, 2009, at an event entitled “Credible Politics – Credible Politician” several presentations 
were given on Zoltán Kovács K. and themes within the Christian democratic movement. The pre-
senters included Zsolt Semjén, President of KDNP, József Mészáros, Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of the Barankovics István Foundation, Margit Balogh, Director of the Social Research Centre of the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences and Miklós Gyorgyevics, lecturer at Corvinus University in Buda-
pest.213 A similar commemorative conference was held in May 2010 entitled “Criteria of Good Gov-
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ernance”.214 In April 2017, the Foundation published a volume of Kovács’s selected writings entitled “A 
Life for Christian Democracy”, having supported related background research.215 At the book launch, 
Miklós Gyorgyevics presented the life story of Zoltán Kovács K., while the guardian of his estates, 
Róbert Szabó, described the editing principles of this volume. In addition to his writings on the intel-
lectual movement of Christian democracy, its Hungarian history, the universal issues of the relation-
ship between man and society, the establishment of KDNP and on agriculture, the editors devoted 
a separate chapter to his writings on István Barankovics. From the latter, it can be seen that to Zol-
tán Kovács K., Barankovics was an ideal, the fons et origo, as well as his own political role model.216 
In addition to praising the merits of the politician, Zsolt Semjén and József Mészáros highlighted his 
human greatness, his well-known puritanism, and the fact that he never sought office but preferred 
to remain the “labourer of Christian democracy”. According to Zsolt Semjén, the political life of Zoltán 
Kovács K. was a series of successful decisions about the great dilemmas of Christian democracy in 
Hungary. The classical heritage of Barankovics with the ideas of modern Christian democracy were 
unified in his thought. He retained his worldview, but at the same time realised that the precondition 
for political success was the People’s Party strategy. He therefore supported the steps taken towards 
the FIDESZ-KDNP alliance. He represented Christian universality but remained patriotic throughout.

Today, several organisations, such as the Kovács K. Zoltán Elderly Circle and the Kovács K. Zoltán 
Research Institute of BIA, took his name in tribute to the politician.

Among the iconic figures in the history of Christian democracy, Sándor Giesswein stands out, who in 
his day was considered the patron saint of the common man. István Barankovics considered him to 
be the spiritual predecessor of the Democratic People’s Party.217 The Foundation celebrated the 150th 
anniversary of his birth in Győr together with the Apor Vilmos Folk High School.

On September 7, 2011, a memorial plaque to Ferenc Matheovics218, former representative of the Demo-
cratic People’s Party who, due to his political convictions, spent a total of 19 and a half years in the 
prisons of the Rákosi and Kádár regimes, was unveiled in Pécs at a joint event of the local organi-
sation of KDNP and BIA. In 2014, on the 100th anniversary of the politician’s birth, the ceremonial 
inauguration of eponymous hall of KDNP’s Pécs headquarters took place.219 In 2012, film director 
Imre M. Szabó and János Szentiványi were commissioned to conduct a career interview with Miklós 
Mézes, who lived in Canada and was the last living representative of the Democratic People’s Party 
of István Barankovics.220

In the Christian democratic political tradition, an iconic figure of the opposition to the dictatorships 
of the 20th century is Prince Primate József Mindszenty, who was imprisoned by both systems. On 
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the 120th anniversary of his birth, on March 29, 2012, the Mindszenty Memorial Year began in the 
parish church of St. Andrew in Komárom. The Foundation helped organise the memorial year. It co-
organised and funded a memorial evening and concert in the Parliament and organised the Mind-
szenty Memorial Day in Székesfehérvár.221 The Youth Christian Democratic Association, supported 
by the Foundation, organised a total of 15 programmes (conferences, art, and literary competitions) 
in connection with the Memorial Year.

Equally important stages of this policy of commemoration are the turning points in the history of this 
ideology, such as the 1947 election, notorious for fraud. In 2007, on the 60th anniversary of the 1947 
“blue-ballot” elections, which played such an important role in the political career of the Democratic 
People’s Party, a conference in Budapest and in the countryside, on August 28 and August 31, brought 
to life details of the Communist-robbed elections. The event in Szeged, entitled “With Faith and Service 
for the Szöged Nation”, was also a memorial service in honour of the former Member of Parliament, 
Sándor Bálint, a prominent expert in religious ethnography, who became an MP after that election.222

The content of the Christian democratic intellectual tradition has also been shaped by the history of 
Hungary.223 It is well known that the Christian democrats were persecuted by both the Arrow Cross 
and the communists. After the forced dissolution of the Democratic People’s Party, the emerging 
communist dictatorship retaliated against its representatives. Some of the party’s politicians opted 
for forced emigration, while those who remained in Hungary were persecuted. It is no coincidence, 
then, that the Foundation has always placed great emphasis on uncovering the sins of the brown and 
red dictatorships and on honouring the memory of the victims. The Memorial Day for the Victims 
of Communism offers an opportunity for this, on the occasion of which the Foundation organises224 
and regularly sponsors events225 and conferences,226 and contributes toward related publications.227 It 
has funded the programmes of the Communist Sins Foundation several times and provided financial 
assistance for its publications.228 In 2014, together with the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, it supported 
the volume entitled “Gellért Conferences. Lectures on the Sins of Communism”, which contains the 
materials of the lecture series of the Communist Sins Foundation. “Two Attempts to Eliminate the 
Dictatorship of the Proletariat”, a book by Róbert Szabó and György Szakolczai was published under 
the Foundation’s own imprint. The book presents the history of Christian democracy in Hungary 
with a focus on the events of the Rákosi regime and its fall in 1956.229

One of the most precious memories of our recent history is the 1956 revolution, which is an important 
element of Hungarian national consciousness. In connection with the 60th anniversary of the rev-
olution, thanks to the support of the 1956 Commemorative Committee, the Christian Democracy 
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Knowledge Base research group, operating under the aegis of the Foundation, was able to process 
the notable events from the perspective of Hungarian Christian democrats. The volume “Hungar-
ian Christian Democrats and 1956” contains four studies and reproduces several contemporary doc-
uments. It also mentions the activities of Christian democrats living in exile, who represented the 
Hungarian freedom movement in international forums – in the relevant UN committees and in 
Christian democratic European and world organisations.230 The launch of the book took place on 18 
May 2017 in Márianosztra, where several Christian democratic politicians had been imprisoned.231

On October 23, 2020, a documentary was published on YouTube co-funded by BIA Board of Trustees. 
The film portrait “Encounters with Father Imre Varjú”232 shows the newly ordained priest, who heard 
confessions, gave communion, administered the last rites, and cared for the wounded at the Bakáts 
tér Hospital in the days of the revolution in 1956. He was involved in the preparation of accounts that 
informed the rural clergy about the events of the revolution in the capital.

With the financial contribution of the Foundation, videos summarising the history of the ideology, 
embedded in the events of Hungarian history, were made for the 65th, 70th and 75th anniversaries 
of Hungarian Christian democracy. On 13 March 2009, the film “Christian Democracy in Hungary” 
was ceremoniously screened at the Urania National Film Theatre, followed by a screening in several 
rural towns.233 The first ceremonial screening of the film made for the 75th anniversary took place 
in the Houses of Parliament. The reproduction and distribution of the two films on CD were funded 
by the Foundation.234

The Barankovics István Foundation established a special research group in January 2011 to explore the 
historical roots and intellectual currents of Hungarian and European Christian democracy, as well as 
to spread this knowledge. The research group now has five members. Its task is to develop the Chris-
tian Democracy Knowledge Base operating under the aegis of the Kovács K. Zoltán Research Institute. 
Essentially, the knowledge base is a digital encyclopaedia that helps one navigate the world of Chris-
tian Democracy. By 2020, it already contained hundreds of biographies, concept definitions, articles 
on historical events, organisations, and media. Originally launched as part of the Foundation’s web-
site, the knowledge base had outgrown its previous home and moved to a separate website in 2020. 
The Christian Democracy Knowledge Base library is under development, where resources related to 
the ideology will be stored.235
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207  �See e.g., Tamás Isépy’s parliamentary speech before István Barankovics’ reburial in Hungary. Parliamentary diary 2001 autumn session. De-

cember 11, 2001 BIA archive. Projects. 2007. The grave for László Varga, who died on May 17, 2003, was also paid for. Its solemn inauguration 

took place on March 9, 2007 in the National Tomb Garden on Fiumei út. BIA archive. Projects. 2007.

208  �The task of the Barankovics Academy Foundation was to convey Christian democratic values ​​to society and to represent the intellectual and po-

litical legacy of István Barankovics. To this end, it operated a public forum called the Barankovics Academy. It considered it its task to promote 

Christian research, education, training, and culture. BIA archive. Supported publications. 2009. 

209  �BIA archive. Other projects. 2012. Own and joint events 2016.

210  �BIA’s YouTube channel. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lx9oYvIXNlE View: December 10, 2020.

211  �“A life for Christian Democracy.” Book launch. Modernizing the eternal, pp. 56-60.

212  �BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2008. The politician’s tombstone was erected by BIA in 2013. BIA archive. Other projects. 2012. 2013. The 

ceremonial inauguration of the tombstone and the subsequent commemoration at the Piarist High School took place on March 23, 2013. BIA 

archive. Own events. 2013. In 2015, a memorial plaque was inaugurated at the Faculty of Agriculture and Food Technology of the University of 

West Hungary. BIA archive Own and joint events. 2015.

213  �BIA Archive. Own and joint events 2009. See the invitation to the event in the appendix.

214  �BIA archive. Own and joint events 2010.

215  �“A Life for Christian Democracy.” Selected writings of Zoltán Kovács K. (Edited by Miklós Gyorgyevics and Róbert Szabó.) Barankovics István 

Foundation- Gondolat Publishing Circle. 2017. BIA archive. Supported research. 2016. BIA archive Own and joint events, 2017.

216  �“A Life for Christian Democracy.” (book launch) In “Modernizing the eternal”. pp. p56-60. 

217  �BIA Archive. Projects. 2007.

218  �BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2011.

219  �BIA archive. Own events. 2014.

220  �The authors recorded 9 hours of film material consisting of about 305 recorded film excerpts. BIA archive. Other projects. II. 2012.

221  �BIA archive. Own and joint events. II. 2012.

222  �BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2007.

223  �Although not specifically mentioned here, an integral part of the traditional activities of the Barankovics István Foundation is the commemora-

tion of significant events in Hungarian history. Its activities are regularly linked to commemorative years proclaimed by the government, such 

as the commemoration of St. Ladislaus or the 100th anniversary of the First World War. It sponsored events on these occasions. For example, 

the “Farewell to You, Europe, 1914-1918” student conference, organised by St. Vincent College and Vocational College, where an attempt was 

made to interpret the events of the war years based on the latest research on war. BIA archive. Supported events I. 2014. In addition, it organ-

ised a joint conference in cooperation with the Ministry of Defence and the Hungarian National Museum. The ten presentations at the “Heroes 

of the First World War” conference addressed the history of the Great War from different perspectives. BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2014.
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224  �Such was the case, for example, in Bátorterenye on the occasion of the Day of Remembrance for the Victims of Communism. BIA archive. Own 

and joint events. 2014. Supporting the event of the Personality Foundation in Budapest. BIA archive Supported events I. 2014.

225  �Resolution No. 58/2000 adopted by the Parliament of the Republic of Hungary on 13 June 2000 (VI. 16.) fixed the day of remembrance.

226  �An example of this is the contribution to the costs of the “Child Victims of Communism” conference organized by Miklós Kun on 17 February 

2011. BIA archive. Own and joint events 2011. Memorial Day for the “Victims of Communism” conference in Erzsébetváros. BIA archive. Own 

and joint events. 2012.

227  �For example, in 2010, the publication of the conference “People in inhumanity” of the International Society of Gulag Researchers was support-

ed by the Board of Trustees. See: BIA Archive. Supported publications. 2010. In 2011, it contributed to the costs of the educational film “The 

Road to Nowhere” made by the Association Deportees to the Hortobágy Forced Labour Camp, in which 18 former forced labourers testified 

about their lives. BIA archive. Supported Publications. 2011. In 2012, it supported the publication of Gábor Koltay’s interview volume with the 

1956 revolutionary, Mária Wittner. See: BIA Archive. Supported publications. 2012. “Doomed to life: a conversation between Mária Wittner and 

Gábor Koltay.” Szabad tér Publishing House 2012.

228  �BIA archive Own and joint publications. 2014. II.

229  �BIA archive. Own and joint publications. 2011.

230  �“Modernizing the eternal” pp. 276-278.

231  �BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2017. 

232  �BIA archive. Supported publications. 2020.

233  �BIA archive. Own and joint events. I. 2009.

234  �BIA archive. Own publications. 2009. Own and joint publications. II. 2014.

235  �https://kerdemtudasbazis.hu/keresztenydemokracia-tudasbazis-2/

BIA’s book publishing programmes
The history of the Barankovics István Foundation would be incomplete if we did not highlight its book 
publishing activities. On the one hand, BIA issues its own publications, the vast majority of which 
explore the history of Christian democracy. On the other hand, after the favourable evaluation of 
applications received, it also financially supports other publications. Almost every year, the Foun-
dation’s Board of Trustees has provided support for the publication of historical and fictional works 
on church history and religious life, as well as historical and literary works that are compatible with 
its values. The Foundation contributed to the holding of St. Stephen’s Book Week by the St. Stephen’s 
Society, which had been organising reviews of Christian books for decades.236
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Although we have already given ample examples of both categories when we discussed previous events, 
we consider it important to present some other significant results of book publishing activity in order 
to paint an accurate intellectual picture.

 The first major publication of BIA after its foundation in 2006 was the volume “Moral Foundations of 
a Liberal State”, which was translated into Hungarian with the Foundation’s support. The book con-
tained the conversation between Joseph Ratzinger, then prefect of the Roman Theological Congre-
gation, the later XVI Pope Benedict and Jürgen Habermas, one of the most important philosophers 
and social scientists of our time. It was held at the Bavarian Catholic Academy in January 2004. The 
volume containing this dialogue between the two great thinkers was made available to readers by 
the Foundation on Advent 2007 “in hope of a better world.”237

The series “Christianity and Public Life,”238 launched in 1993, was continued to introduce Christian dem-
ocrat politicians through the joint publications of the Foundation and the KDNP parliamentary group. 
Béla Kovrig’s book “Hungarian Social Policy” was republished by BIA in 2009. The synthesising social 
policy work of this Christian democrat scholar-politician and public figure was completed by 1944, 
and his work became the basis of the Christian democratic movement’s social policy programmes by 
the end of the era. After the author’s private publication in Cluj-Napoca in 1944, it was next published 
in 1954 by the Committee on Religion and Public Education of the Hungarian Defence Committee in 
New York. The Hungarian edition was completed by Gondolat Publishing House in 2011 based on the 
New York edition. This book was the start of a series on the major stages of Kovrig’s oeuvre, which 
had hitherto been hidden away in the Kovrig legacy at Marquette University in the United States, 
which was able to be explored with the support of the Foundation. Another work by Kovrig was pub-
lished on the 60th anniversary of the 1956 Revolution. The professor of sociology, summarising the 
results of his heroic empirical research among emigrants in 1956, made an attempt to determine the 
nature of the Hungarian revolution in the volume entitled “National Communism and Hungary”.239

In 2014, René Girard’s famous work entitled “The Scapegoat”, published in French in 1982, was co-pub-
lished by the Barankovics István Foundation and the Gondolat Publishing Circle. The book examines 
the mechanism of scapegoating in a religious anthropological approach, one of the most popular and 
still relevant topics in social sciences. The academic author draws the most important conclusions 
of his work from the study of sacred texts, including the Gospel. His conclusions are often closely 
related to the issues of the social functions of religion. Unfortunately, due to the scapegoat mecha-
nisms that emerge during social crises, the book is relevant in many eras in understanding how this 
mechanism works.240
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2014 saw another major achievement of BIA’s book publishing programmes. Pascal Fontaine’s book 
“Road to the Heart of Europe” was translated, which covers 60 years of activities of the European 
People’s Party group, embedded in the history of the European Union. Its publication was the result 
of a nearly 3-year project by the Barankovics István Foundation, starting in 2012 on the initiative of 
Gábor Szényei, Vice-Chairman of the Board of Trustees. In addition to the translation, the Founda-
tion commissioned the Christian Democracy Knowledge Base research group to write the history of 
Hungarian Christian democracy, which contributed to the mapping of the neglected areas in the his-
tory of Hungarian Christian democracy using hitherto unpublished sources.241

BIA sponsored or co-issued the publications of the KDNP Protestant Workshop.242 In 2017, on the occa-
sion of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, several of their volumes were published. These 
included the book by Lajos Békefy and Antal Birkás entitled “Picture postcard of the Reformation”,243 
and the volume by Ernst Troeltsch entitled “The Impact of Protestantism on the Development of the 
Modern World”, which was co-published with the Hungarian Society of Religious Studies. András 
Máté-Tóth, Head of the Department of Sociology of Religion at the University of Szeged, wrote an 
introductory study to the latter publication.244 In the same year, on the occasion of Minister Zoltán 
Balogh’s 60th birthday, as a tribute to the politician, two volumes were published about the two key 
areas of his life245. One covered his sermons in the Reformed pastoral profession and the other was 
about his speeches and writings from his political career. István Bogárdi Szabó, pastor of the Synod 
of the Hungarian Reformed Church, wrote a foreword to the first volume and Prime Minister Vik-
tor Orbán wrote a foreword to the second.246 In 2019, the work of Lajos Békefy evaluating the events 
of 1989 in Timisoara from a historical-theological point of view was published with the support of 
the Foundation, under the auspices of the Protestant Workshop247. The historical document was pre-
sented at a commemorative meeting on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the revolutionary 
events in Timisoara in the afternoon of December 12, 2019, in the historic church hall of the Central 
Timisoara Congregation. In addition to recalling the events, the volume is a confessing commemo-
ration, which discusses in detail, among other things, the characteristics of László Tőkés’ historical 
theology. “So, the book is nothing less than the story of God’s liberation, which points to his gracious 
counselling, a biblical and theologically grounded exodus story, and a creed all in itself,” wrote Zol-
tán Apostagi in his review.

In November 2017, Közi-Horváth József Folk High School announced a memorial year for its eponym to 
commemorate the 25th anniversary of his reburial, the 30th anniversary of his death, and the 115th 
anniversary of his birth. One of its flagship programmes took place on August 25, 2018 at the Győr 
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Theological College. On the 75th anniversary of the beginning of the Catholic Social People’s Move-
ment, the conference “Finding the Way Between Two Eras” commemorated Catholic public figures, 
and socially sensitive church leaders who, at the end of the Second World War, contributed to the 
spiritual conception of Christian Democracy and the renewal of Christian public life. A total of 18 
lectures were given by renowned historians in the four sections of the conference. 248A volume com-
piled from material of the lectures was published in 2019 by courtesy of the Foundation. In the jubilee 
year of the Catholic Social People’s Movement, BIA published a reprint of KALOT’s and EMSZO’s 1943 
“Where are we going?” booklet, 249 a precious document in the history of Christian democracy. In 1943, 
the progressive Hungarian intelligentsia was already feverishly discussing the post-war opportuni-
ties for the country. Representatives of Christian democracy of the time did not want to be left out 
of this large-scale task. “As a Catholic force, we want to be a factor in post-war Hungarian life,” states 
the introduction to the brochure, proving that contemporary Christian democracy demanded a role 
in defining the paths of the future.

On the 75th anniversary of the birth of Christian democracy in Hungary, Béla Kovrig’s book “Catholic 
Democratic and Social Reform Movements in Hungary” was published in Hungary.250 On the same 
occasion, Éva Petrás edited volume of studies “Portrait Gallery of Modern Hungarian Catholic Polit-
icization251”. The work of 10 authors containing 14 biographies provides an overview of the 120 years 
of Catholic politicization through iconic actors, presenting the key issues of the ideology. The work 
includes the biographies of the leader of the Catholic People’s Party Earl Nándor Zichy, the politi-
cians of the Democratic People’s Party led by István Barankovics, and KDNP’s “grand old men” Zol-
tán Kovács K. and László Varga.

A book by Bence Rétvári, Vice-President of KDNP, published in 2018, undertook to present the main fault 
lines within European values and to clarify the Christian democratic position.252 The author contrasts 
the visions on the ideal social structure of a liberal open society with a Christian democratic view of 
society based on community values. The fault lines between the two worldviews were built around 
the themes of loneliness, liberal substitutes, political puppet celebs, financial speculation, the gen-
der issue, as well as discrimination, immigration, morality, order, and responsibility.

The study volume “Christian Culture and Community Pedagogy”, edited by Béla Fábry and László 
Trencsényi, was published by the Hungarian Pedagogical Society with the support of the Baranko
vics István Foundation at the end of 2019253. 18 essays by 15 authors commemorate all those who have 
inscribed themselves in the history of Christian pedagogy through their activities, thereby creating 
the traditions of religious-based education still used today. By presenting Don Bosco from the 19th 
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century, the Salesian pedagogical traditions, Sándor Sík, the Gaudiopolis of Gábor Sztehlo, and the 
pedagogical reform experiment of the Christian Youth Association in Fiúkfalva, the volume gives 
a comprehensive picture of the aims and methodological solutions of pedagogy based on religious 
morality.

FIDESZ and KDNP party foundations jointly supported the publication of the “Hungarian Political 
Encyclopaedia” published by the Tihany Foundation of the Mathias Corvinus Collegium in 2018.254 
The Encyclopaedia, which has since reached another edition and was co-written by more than 80 
authors, is a large-scale undertaking and fills a gap. It contributed to the renewal of conservative 
political vocabulary and the replacement of linguistic clichés inherited from Marxism by clarifying 
basic political concepts and presenting the phenomena and actors of political discourse. The volume 
was prefaced by the renowned English conservative thinker Roger Scruton.255

Based on research grants received in previous years, we can report on some of the Foundation’s pub-
lications, which are expected to be published in 2021.256 The material of the Mihelics Vid memorial 
conference will be edited by Zoltán Frenyó. The presentation of the public figures of Christian democ-
racy continues with the volume containing the portrait hall of the Reformed Church politicization, 
edited by Éva Petrás. At the time of writing this manuscript, a selected collection of István Baranko-
vics’ essays written in emigration, “Not Shining, but Using”, is at the stage of preparation for printing. 
Franciscan Father Kálmán Peregrin, whose research was co-funded by the Barankovics István Foun-
dation, uncovered documents by István Barankovics in a Roman archive (Archivo generale delle Scu-
ole pie Roma) in the legacy of Piarist general, Vince Tomek. The volume presents how Tomek Vince, 
together with István Barankovics, who was already living in exile at the time, “tried in Rome and 
the United States to improve the situation of the Hungarian Catholic Church; how they were faced 
with – in the midst of the games of the great powers – the neutralisation of the Hungarian question 
and its consequences for church policy. ”257

Without wishing to be exhaustive, the examples presented to illustrate the book publishing pro-
grammes alone indicate that the Barankovics István Foundation, in this second stage of its his-
tory, maintained its relations with academia, universities and research institutes, without whose 
researchers these books would not have been possible.
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236  �BIA archive. Supported events I. 2014.

237  �“Joseph Ratzinger – Jürgen Habermas: The Moral Foundations of a Liberal State.” Barankovics István Foundation – Gondolat Publishing House. 

2007.

238  �Among others , Zsolt Semjén: “Ius resistendi” in 2007; Zsolt Semjén: “On the Straight Road” in 2008; in 2009, “We have to speak”; in 2010, 

Béla Molnár: “Values in the Carpathian Basin”; 2011: Zsolt Semjén: “We Fight for all Hungarians”; László Szászfalvi: “Hungarian Feast and 

Common Future”; in 2013, Zsolt Semjén: “Between Two Gentiles”; in 2014, János Latorcai: “With the Power of Knowledge and Responsibility” 

János Latorcai and István Simicskó: “For our National Self-Esteem in the Legislature”; Richard Tarnai: “Just Naturally ”; in 2017, Zsolt Semjén: 

“One Million: “Mosaics from the History of National Unification and Hungarian Christian Democratic Politics”; In 2018 “With Words and Deeds: 

Speeches of Prof. Dr. János Latorcai.” BIA archive. Own publications. 2007-2018.

239  �Béla Kovrig: “National Communism and Hungary. History of an Idea” [Ed., notes and introductory study by Éva Petrás] Barankovics István Foun-

dation 2016.

240  �BIA archive. Own and joint publications 2014.

241  �Pascal Fontaine: “Road to the Heart of Europe 1953-2009. History of the Christian Democrat Group and the European People’s Party in the Eu-

ropean Parliament.” Including “The Path of Hungarian Christian Democracy to the Heart of Europe.” (Ed. Mária Rita Kiss) Barankovics István 

Foundation. Budapest, 2014. “Modernizing the eternal.” 49-54. BIA archive. Own and joint publications. 2014.

242  �Barbara Schenck and Georg Rieger: “The Life and Theology of John Calvin in Brief: Six Letters.” Hungarian Reformed Presbyterian Association, 

the Barankovics István Foundation and the KDNP Protestant Workshop. 2009; “Meetings of Calvin and Luther” [lectures] / [ed. László Tibor 

Jakab] Barankovics István Foundation and the Protestant Workshop of KDNP. 2010.

243  �Lajos Békefy and Antal Birkás: “Picture postcards of the Reformation”. “Past, Present, Future. Articles and Studies in Honour of the 500th An-

niversary of the Reformation,” Protestant Workshop. Budapest, 2017. BIA archive Own and joint publications. 2017. The book launch took place 

in the ceremonial hall of the Fasori Evangelical High School on February 1, 2018. BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2018.

244  �Ernst Troeltsch: “The Influence of Protestantism on the Formation of the Modern World.” (Ed. András Máté-Tóth) Hungarian Society for Reli-

gious Studies – Barankovics István Foundation. Budapest, 2017.

245  �“Because Thine is the Kingdom” is the selected sermons of Zoltán Balog vol. I. Edited by Judit Révész and Éva Bíró; “Because Thine is the King-

dom” vol. II. Selected political speeches of Zoltán Balog. Edited by Judit Révész. Barankovics István Foundation 2017.

246  �BIA archive. Own and joint publications 2017.

247 BIA archive. Own and joint publications. 2019.

248  �BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2018. “Finding a Way Before and Finding a Way Today” A scientific conference was held in Győr. Magyar 

Kurir. August 26, 2018. See the invitation to the conference in the appendix.

249  �Béla Kovrig: “Where are we going?” Barankovics István Foundation. 2018. The original “Where are we going?” is published for professional 

movements by EMSZO and KALOT .1943.
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250  �Béla Kovrig: “Catholic Democratic and Social Reform Movements in Hungary.” Barankovics István Foundation – Gondolat Publishing Circle. 

2020. BIA archive own publications. The book was launched on June 18, 2019 at Sapientia Theological College. BIA archive. Own events. 2019.

251 “Portrait Gallery of Modern Hungarian Catholic Politics”. (Ed. Éva Petrás) Barankovics István Foundation-Gondolat. Budapest, 2019. BIA archive. 

“Christian Democracy in Hungary is 75 Years Old.” 2019.

252  �Bence Rétvári: Christian Democracy, 2018. “The Struggle of Open Society against Communitarian Society.”

253  �BIA archive. Supported publications. 2019.

254  �“Hungarian political encyclopaedia.” (Editor: Péter Pásztor. Mathias Corvinus Collegium – Tihany Foundation. Budapest, 2018, 2020.

255  �BIA archive. Supported publications. 2018.

256  �BIA archive. Own and joint publications. 2020.

257  �Excerpt from the author’s introduction. Manuscript.

“Precepts are shaken” – path-finding conferences at the beginning of the 21st century
The transformation of European societies today and the current issues of European integration, or even 
the consequences of the Covid epidemic, pose a number of challenges for Christian democratic think-
ing. It is no coincidence that there is a need for a new analysis and for answering what it means to 
be a Christian democrat today, what the role of Christian politics is in shaping the future of Europe 
and how it can contribute to responses to new phenomena.

On October 18, 2013, in Budapest, the Barankovics István Foundation, the Association of Christian 
Intellectuals and the European Christian Political Foundation (ECPF) co-hosted a conference enti-
tled “Christian Democracy, Public Policy and Morality in Today’s Europe”, on the relationship between 
Christianity, public policy and public life. Speakers at the event remarked upon the challenges of con-
temporary European and Hungarian public life from the perspective of Christian democratic prin-
ciples.258 József Mészáros, President of the Barankovics István Foundation, identified one of the most 
important tasks of the conference as “to shed light on the fact that the common good can only be 
promoted on the basis of Christian values”. The discussions were held at the conference centre of the 
Headquarters of the Dunamellék Reformed Diocese. The lectures also touched on current and hotly 
debated social issues such as the marginalisation of the role of the family, the issue of bioethics, the 
protection of the institution of marriage, and respect for life as a fundamental right. In addition to 
prominent Hungarian politicians and experts, the conference featured Leo van Doesburg, ECPM 
representative, David Fieldsend, Care for Europe Director and ECPF President, Roger Kiska, Alliance 
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Defending Freedom lawyer, Antoine Renard, President of the Federation of Catholic Family Associa-
tions in Europe’ president, and Jonathan Tame, Director of the Jubilee Center.259

A memorable event in Christian public life was the interconfessional conference “Hope for Renewal” 
held on September 25-26, 2015. The choice of the title “Semper renovanda” indicated that the Christian 
social presence must be constantly renewed and strengthened in Hungary, in the Carpathian Basin, 
in Europe and all over the world. The two-day meeting took place at two locations. Sapientia Theolog-
ical College welcomed young people for the youth day. Here, youth meetings were organised around 
the following topics: media and mission, youth and commitment, work-life balance, social research 
and planning, faith and public life, and Christianity and Europe. The plenary meeting took place on 
Saturday at the headquarters of the Dunamellék Reformed Diocese, where all ages and denomina-
tions of Hungarian Christian intelligentsia together testified to their commitment to renewal. The 
event was jointly organised by three Christian organisations: the Christian Democratic Forum, the 
Association of Christian Intellectuals, and the Barankovics István Foundation.260

The Barankovics Foundation, with the support of the People’s Party group of the European Parliament, 
organised a conference in 2016 in honour of the 125th anniversary of Rerum Novarum.261 The aca-
demic meeting was held on 29 September at the Sapientia College of Theology. Instead of looking 
back to the past, its primary aim was to find fixed points to answer present questions in the light of 
– what can safely be called – this epochal papal document. In his opening speech, József Mészáros, 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Barankovics István Foundation, emphasized that Rerum 
Novarum was one of the most important inspirations for strengthening Christian public life. The first 
Christian party in Hungary, the Catholic People’s Party, was formed in the wake of the bull, whose 
aim was to protect the interests of religion and the church in the Parliament according to the rules of 
civil policy. He also emphasized in connection with the anniversary that understanding the present 
is more important than looking to the past, as today’s Christian democrats are primarily responsible 
for shaping Christian public life in the future. Renowned Christian thinkers from different academic 
disciplines remarked at the Foundation’s conference on the question of where Christians stand in 
secularised Europe. The guest of honour at the meeting was Chantal Delsol, a French Catholic phi-
losopher-writer, a member of the French Academy of Sciences, a columnist at Le Figaro, who defined 
himself as a liberal conservative. The field of economics was represented by Beáta Farkas, Head of 
the Institute of the Faculty of Economics of the University of Szeged, who was awarded the Cross of 
Merit of the Republic of Hungary in 2011. She was followed by the parish priest and moral theologian 
Ferenc Beran, a member of the public body of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, who had already 
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published the findings of his research on the social teaching of the church in several volumes. Aspects 
of Hungarian Christian democratic public life were presented in a theological approach by the Pres-
ident of KDNP, Zsolt Semjén, Deputy Prime Minister. Recalling the social principles of ecclesiasti-
cal teaching, the conference, with its forward-looking approach, also signalled it is time to rethink 
Rerum Novarum so that the new phenomena of our age are seen in the light of social teaching and 
Christian democratic alternatives are sought.262

In November 2017, the Foundation organised a Christian foreign affairs conference and study week-
end in Esztergom. In addition to leading Christian democratic politicians, Sallux representatives also 
attended the event. This organisation, of which the Barankovics István Foundation is a member, is 
the foundation of the European Christian political movement and the forum for strategic cooperation 
of European Christians. It was set up to bring together like-minded European NGOs and foundations. 
In addition to Christian Democratic foreign policy issues, the focus of the BIA event was Carpathian 
diplomacy. Among others, László Surján, the leader of the Charter XXI reconciliation movement gave 
a lecture.263 The organisation held its annual general meeting on 13-14 June 2019 in Budapest, which 
the Barankovics István Foundation helped organise.264

The launch of the book “Road to the Heart of Europe” published by the Foundation, was an important 
event for the evaluation of the relationship between Hungarian and European Christian democra-
cies.265 Not only was it important because the volume, translated from English, contained a Hungar-
ian supplement, which presents the path of Hungarian Christian democracy to the heart of Europe, 
but also because the history of Hungarian Christian democracy, which appears in the supplement, 
made it clear how Western and Eastern Christian Democracies had followed different trajectories 
and how they had gained different historical experiences before meeting in the European Union. 
Representatives of Hungarian Christian democracy, Zsolt Semjén, Deputy Prime Minister and Presi-
dent of KDNP, and György Hölvényi, MEP, spoke at the event. The guest of honour, Rocco Buttiglione, 
President of the National Council of the Union of Central Italy, spoke about the responsibilities and 
tasks of Christian democracy in today’s identity-seeking world. In his speech, referring to migration, 
Zsolt Semjén opined that “the precepts are shaken” because Europe was not able to give a meaningful 
answer. He expressed his view that European intellectual discourse was dominated by the markedly 
liberal heirs of 1968, whose offered solutions to today’s troubling problems, including migration and 
depopulation, are in sharp contrast with Christian democratic thinking. Rocco Buttiglione from Italy 
explored the issues of popular politics and the crisis of European identity. He recorded the fact that 
the Christian adjective not being included in the constitution of the Union was a defeat. He empha-
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sized the importance of the testimonies and the work to be done by members of society because, as he 
put it, “our Christian identity is not a robe we could leave in the parliamentary cloakroom”. Regard-
ing what to do, György Hölvényi emphasized that Christian democrats must take a calm and deter-
mined position in order to become a cardinal point, a compass in a “shaky European public mood”.

 At the end of 2017, a major international conference was held again. On December 14, Sapientia College 
of Theology gave a keynote speech entitled “Our New Common Europe.266” The topicality and inter-
est in the subject was indicated by the fact that nearly two hundred people had pre-registered for 
the event. The discourse that started in 2016, clarifying the analysis and seeking remedies, contin-
ued again at the international level. As well as those by the Hungarian speakers – His Eminence Dr. 
Péter Erdő cardinal primate, Zsolt Semjén, Deputy Prime Minister, and György Hölvényi, EEP Mem-
ber of the European Parliament – the speeches delivered by the foreign participants were also of 
great interest. The panel discussion following the presentations was attended by Olivier Poquillon, 
a Dominican monk, Secretary General of the Committee of Episcopal Conferences of the European 
Union (COMECE), former Dutch government member Gábor Dzsingisz, current Christian Democrat 
MP and Frank Spengler, head of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation in Hungary.

In his opening speech, József Mészáros, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Barankovics István 
Foundation, when explaining the goals of the conference, observed that we did not have a reassur-
ing and meaningful answer to what it means to be a Christian democrat today. Valid answers were 
born in the age of Rerum Novarum, as in the post-World War II Europe, when the European Union 
was built on Christian democratic principles. Today, however, there is a renewed need to evaluate 
the situation, to formulate new, valid Christian democratic answers, and to clarify how Christian-
ity can contribute to the future of Europe.

In his presentation, Péter Erdő pointed out, among other things, that the 20th century history had left 
a lasting impact on the societies of Central and Eastern Europe. After 1989, the West set out expec-
tations, for which the social preconditions were lacking. “Many in this region felt that they were 
being treated as backward, possibly uncultured, and even guilty because of a situation that was not 
the fault of these peoples, but of the political decisions of the great powers after the Yalta Conven-
tion.” In his speech, Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt Semjén started from the premise that “Christian-
ity has built the cathedral of European civilisation”. Therefore, the protection of Europe cannot be 
based on anything other than the protection of Christian civilisation, sovereign nation-states, and 
traditional values – what the founding fathers dreamed of – when the European Union was founded. 
According to the Deputy Prime Minister’s diagnosis, “the current bureaucracy in Brussels is an apple 
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that has fallen very far from the tree of the founding fathers.” Among other things, he pointed out 
some important characteristic approaches in our region as well as the policy of the Hungarian gov-
ernment, contrasted with the ways of thinking at the centre of the EU. Indeed, neither its Christian 
roots nor the fact that the continent is a “Europe of nations” can be separated from the essence of 
Europe, that is to say, he concluded, “the European form of existence is the nation-state”. He empha-
sized that the Hungarian government is pro-EU, insofar as “the European Union is a tool for the sur-
vival of the Hungarians (…) Everything is good that points in this direction and everything that goes 
against it is bad.” He stressed that European culture is the totality of the culture of nations and not 
the denial of national cultures.

György Hölvényi, a member of the European People’s Party and co-organiser of the conference, said 
that if we want to give our children the chance to be European, our most important task is to update 
the well-known dictum by Robert Schuman, the Christian democratic founder of the Union: “Europe 
will be Christian, or it will cease to exist.” He went on to take a culturally critical view of the state 
of Europe, touching on migration, the drawbacks of consumer society, the media’s greater influence 
on our thinking, and said, “To become a community of values, Europe must rediscover the values of 
its past.”

Frank Spengler, head of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation in Hungary, spoke about the great chal-
lenges of the age, to which Christian democracy must find answers in order to put a compass in the 
hands of the people. Among the questions facing Christian democracy to be answered were the rise 
in social inequalities, the growing political confrontations in the wake of the financial crisis, the 
aging of European societies, the break-up of families, the expected consequences of the African pop-
ulation explosion, the proliferation of artificial intelligence and its effect on the job market as well as 
the global persecution of Christians. According to the speaker, the three basic values should be held 
in common. The most important task is to convey Christian values to future generations and to pre-
sent morally superior examples, such as those represented by Konrad Adenauer.

The Dominican monk Olivier Poquillon, Secretary-General of the Committee of Episcopal Conferences 
of the European Union (COMECE), assumed that the goal of the European Union was to ensure peace. 
In a Europe that was previously plagued by wars, the Union made Christ’s message come true: “Love 
thy neighbour!” The EU institutions have a raison d’être only when they serve the people. Human 
rights are not a left-wing issue, but derive above all from the principle of human dignity. European cit-
izens have the responsibility to shape Christian democracy and politics as active citizens themselves.

In his speech, Gábor Dzsingisz, a former Dutch government member and current Christian Democrat 
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MP, who has been a member of the Dutch Christian democratic party for decades, identified five areas 
where it is an urgent task to find answers that are based on Christian ethics. Curbing the unbridled 
power of capital and growing social segregation, which threatens a social explosion and is a breed-
ing ground for populism. “For a Christian democratic politician, a situation in which 8% of the world’s 
population owns over 85% of earthly goods is completely unacceptable,” he noted. Thirdly, he pro-
posed a “humane but rational approach” to the challenge posed by migration, which should be based 
on a clear separation between the migration and the refugee issues. “Those who are truly persecuted 
have a place among us and always will,” he said, but those seeking a livelihood in Europe must be 
supported in their own country. It is also a current task to curb climate change because it is our duty 
to preserve the created world. Finally, he urged rapid intervention to curb polluted communication, 
especially false, uncontrollable, misleading information, and fake news.

Analysis of the Barankovics István Foundation’s conference in Budapest convinced the participants 
that Christian democracy, like any other political ideology in Europe, must act. As the President of 
the Foundation, József Mészáros, concluded that Christianity itself is a global idea, “it is not possible 
to find a local answer in a global world”, therefore the same questions must be asked in each country. 
The conference, even if eventual solutions were not found, raised important questions, and that is half 
the battle.267 István Elmer edited a volume from the speeches delivered at the conference entitled “Our 
New, Common Europe through Christian Democratic Eyes”268, which was published in 2018 by BIA. 

2019 marked the 75th anniversary of Christian democracy in Hungary. Three-quarters of a century 
earlier, during the rule of Arrow Cross, the Christian democratic system of ideas first took the form 
of party politics. The Barankovics István Foundation participated in organising the series of festive 
events.269 In addition to funding joint events with its own and Christian democratic partner organ-
isations, it supported rural events organised by local NGOs to honour the anniversary.270 In relation 
to the book publishing programmes, we have mentioned above the publications that were released 
in this jubilee year. A film in five languages, based on original documents, made for the occasion, 
presents the difficult history of the ideology from its formation through persecution to today’s gov-
ernmental work.271 The film was screened at a ceremonial parliamentary session organised by the 
KDNP parliamentary group and MKDSZ on 31 October.272

In 2020, the Barankovics Foundation turned 30. However, the anniversary plans, like so many others 
around the world, were thwarted by the Covid pandemic and steered the Foundation’s projects into 
the digital world. During the year, short films were made about the principles of Christian democ-
racy. The videos present the value triad of personality, solidarity, and subsidiarity in plain language, 
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adjusted to the media consumption habits of the 21st century.273 The modernization and renewal of 
content of the BIA website family was completed this year. The Foundation’s digital encyclopae-
dia, the Christian Democracy Knowledge Base274, now has its own website at the Kovács K. Zoltán 
Research Institute275. The old website was archived, and retrospective volumes were prepared from 
articles and writings on popular science published in previous years. The volume “Modernizing the 
Eternal” includes works that remark upon the issues currently on the agenda from a Christian demo-
cratic perspective. “The Present of Our Past” publishes short studies related to the history of the ideol-
ogy that appeared in the same title section of the old website. The volume “Future” collected articles 
related to the Foundation’s Teachers’ Roundtable, mostly presenting the characteristics of youth soci-
ology, pedagogy, and the life of the digital generation. The three volumes connect the past, present 
and future, representing the preservation of historical traditions, the Foundation’s quest to find mod-
ern answers to the challenges of the present, while not forgetting to explore future perspectives.276

On a closing note, we quote from the preface of Prof. Dr. József Mészáros, Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees and Dr. András Gábor Szényei, Vice-Chairman of the Board of Trustees to these publications:

“The 30th anniversary is also a time of accounting for the Foundation. In our projects this year (…), we 
aim to show how we have stewarded the intellectual heritage of our eponym. How we nurtured the 
forward-looking traditions of Christian public life and politicization, how we sought answers with a 
Christian democratic spirit to the social and political challenges of the present. What we have done 
to strengthen Christian humanism and a democratic civic culture. (…) István Barankovics was not 
only a politician but also a far-sighted Christian thinker. While looking for ways to build the demo
cratic home of the Hungarian people on solid ground instead of sand, he always adapted his steps 
to moral laws. Belief in the true self-government of the people was an integral part of his political 
creed, but he knew that the condition for its realisation was the development of Christian public life 
and political culture. By constantly updating its heritage, the Barankovics István Foundation still 
strives for this today.”

						    

88

t
h

e
 

b
a

r
a

n
k

o
v

i
c

s
 

i
s

t
v

á
n

 
f

o
u

n
d

a
t

i
o

n
 

t
u

r
n

s
 

3
0



258  �BIA archive. Own and joint events. II. 2013.

259  �Cf. “Christian Democracy, Public Politics and Public Morality in Today’s Europe.” “Modernizing the eternal.” A selection of articles published on 

the website of the Barankovics István Foundation. “The Barankovics István Foundation series is thirty years old.” (Ed. Kiss Mária Rita) Baranko-

vics István Foundation. 2020. pp. 11-14.

260  �BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2015.

261  �“The Christian values in today’s Europe in the light of the 125-year-old Rerum novarum.” BIA archive website. https://barankovicsarchiv.hu/

cikk/alapitvanyi-hirek/a-mai-europa-kereszteny-ertekei-a-125-eves-rerum-novarum-tukreben View. December 14, 2020.

262  �BIA archive. Own events. 2016.

263  �BIA archive. Own events. 2017.

264  �BIA archive. Own and joint events. 2019.

265  �“Thoughts on the Past and Present of Christian Democracy.” “Modernizing the Eternal.” pp. 49-53.

266  �“No one will Find Christian Democratic Answers in our Stead.” “Modernizing the Eternal.” pp. 67-73.

267  �“No one Will Find Christian Democratic Answers in our Stead.” “Modernizing the Eternal” pp.67-74.

268  �BIA archive. Own and joint publications. 2018. “Our New, Common Europe through Christian Democratic Eyes.” (Ed. István Elmer) Budapest: 

Barankovics Foundation: Gondolat, 2018. 90 p. See the title page and table of contents in the appendix.

269  �BIA archive. “Hungarian Christian Democracy is 75 Years Old” 2019.

270 These included the events of the Association for Civil Salgótarján and of the Hatvan City Defence Association. BIA archive: “75 years of Hungari-

an Christian Democracy” 2019.

271  �The production, distribution and promotion of the documentary was funded by the Foundation. BIA archive. “Christian Democracy is 75 Years 

Old.” The film can be viewed on the KDNP YouTube channel. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ds7Id4xKma4 View: December 11, 2020.

272  �“The Christian Democratic People’s Party is 75 Years Old” – a celebratory sitting in the Parliament. kdnp.hu Views: December 11, 2020.

273  �The films can be viewed here:

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=barankovics+istv%C3%A1n+alap%C3%ADtv%C3%A1ny 

274  �https://kerdemtudasbazis.hu/keresztenydemokracia-tudasbazis-2/ View: December 11, 2020.

275  �https://kerdemtudasbazis.hu/ View: December 11, 2020.

276  �Excerpt from the editor’s preface. The volumes can be downloaded from the Christian Democratic bookshelf: https://barankovics.hu/kiadvan-

yok/ View: December 11, 2020.
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Documents from the 30 years of the 
Barankovics István Foundation | Appendix 
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József Mészáros (left), Chairman of 

the Board of Trustees of the BIA and 

Zoltán Kovács K. (right) Honorary 

President of the BIA
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Appendix 1: The translation of the Barankovics István Foundation’s 1990  
Deed of Foundation and its registration

DEED OF FOUNDATION

For the purpose of creating the material resources of Hungarian Christian public life, promoting the formation and development of communities 

with a Christian worldview, and developing Christian public and political culture, the Christian Democratic People’s Party (Budapest, XII. Nagy 

Jenő u. 5.), as the Founder, with 100,000 HUF, i.e. one hundred thousand HUF in assets, for an indefinite period, hereby establishes the follow-

ing Foundation.

1/ Name of the Foundation: Barankovics István Foundation

2/ Seat of the Foundation: Budapest, XII. Nagy Jenő u. 5.

3/ Purpose of the Foundation 

a/ to support Christian culture, education, training and scientific research,

b/ to support those who participate in public life or political life in a Christian spirit, or those who are preparing to do so,

c/ to promote the printing and distribution of publications with a Christian worldview (books, magazines, newspapers, etc.),

d/ to support the establishment of Christian “Community Houses”,

e/ to support Christian institutions and social organisations (e.g. youth, women, workers, farmers, etc.),

f/ to support all other institutions, organisations and persons which, in their aims, spirit and activities, serve to promote the development of 

Christian public life in Hungary.

4/ Assets earmarked for the Foundation

a/ the initial assets of the Foundation shall be HUF 100,000, i.e. one hundred thousand HUF.

b/ the assets of the Foundation may increase as a result of the contributions of domestic and foreign legal and private persons/donors joining the 

foundation, as well as as a result of the management of the assets by the administrator/enterprise activity, etc.

5/ Use of the assets assigned to the Foundation

a/ 70% of the donors’ contributions and the income from the assets of the Foundation /interest, income from business activities, other income/ 

shall be used for the realization of the Foundation’s purpose,

b/ natural and legal persons may be supported by the Foundation in accordance with its purpose /point 3 a-f/,

c/ forms of support: in national and foreign currency, depending on the decision of the Board of Trustees /point 7/, in any way permitted by law, 

e.g. the award of scholarships, the payment of or contribution to the costs of participation in study trips, training courses or conferences abroad, 

one-off or multiple other financial contributions, etc.

a p p e n d i c e s



6/ Obtaining a grant from the Foundation

To obtain a grant from the Foundation, an application must be submitted. The grant may be awarded to any person who, on the basis of a de-

cision of the Board of Trustees, has been awarded the grant and who accepts the conditions for the use of the grant laid down by the Board of 

Trustees.

7/ Board of Trustees

The Board of Trustees is the decision-making body of the Foundation.

a/ the Board of Trustees is the decision-making body of the Foundation. The Board of Trustees is composed of the five representatives of the 

Founder and of persons elected by the Board of Trustees. The five representatives of the Founder shall be elected by the Executive Committee 

of the Christian Democratic People’s Party for a term of five years. The number of members elected by the Board of Trustees may be increased 

by the Board of Trustees, which may also recall an elected member. In the composition of the Board of Trustees, the proportion of Founder and 

donor representatives must exceed 50%.

The Chairman of the Board of Trustees shall be elected by the Board of Trustees.

b/ powers of the Board of Trustees

- elect and recall members elected by the Board of Trustees,

- approve donor contributions,

- appoint a new Trustee,

- annually manage the Foundation’s assets.

The Board of Trustees shall decide on the annual investment plan of the Foundation:

- determine the conditions for the award of grants to the Foundation, call for applications,

- evaluate applications for grants from the Foundation,

- designate the beneficiaries of grants, determine the form and amount of the grants,

- establish the annual accounts of the Foundation,

- make occasional amendments to the statutes that do not affect the Foundation’s objectives,

- all matters which are laid down by law
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c/ The Board of Trustees shall meet as necessary, but at least once every six months. The Board of Trustees shall be called by the Chairperson 

and convened by the Secretary. A quorum shall exist if more than half of the members of the Board of Trustees are present. In the absence of a 

quorum, the Chair shall reconvene the meeting within 30 days. The resumed meeting shall constitute a quorum regardless of the number of mem-

bers present.

d/ The Board of Trustees shall take decisions on matters within its competence by a simple majority of votes. Any member of the Board of Trus-

tees may propose that the Board of Trustees decide on a question by a two thirds majority (qualified majority).

e/ The Board of Trustees shall decide in public meetings on the number and designation of beneficiaries of grants from the Foundation, the 

manner and amount of such grants. The total amount of the grants per year may not exceed the sum of the amount for the achievement of the 

Foundation’s objectives /point 5/a/ less the management costs for the previous year.

f/ The Board of Trustees may lay down rules on the use to which the beneficiaries of a grant are to be put.

8/ The Secretary of the Foundation

a/ the Secretary shall announce the call for applications for the award of grants from the Foundation. The applications received and duly pre-

pared, shall be submitted by the Secretary to the Board of Trustees for consideration.

The Secretary shall publish the decisions of the Board of Trustees on grants in the press as soon as possible. The conditions governing the use to 

which the grant may be put shall be laid down by the Board of Trustees in a contract between the Secretary and the beneficiary of the grant (point 

7/f).

9/ Management of the Foundation’s assets

a/ The administrator of the Foundation shall be the Board of Directors of the Foundation, which manages and represents the Foundation.

The Board of Directors, consisting of three members, is elected and appointed by the Executive Committee of the Christian Democratic People’s 

Party. If the activities of a member of the Board of Directors jeopardise the objectives of the Foundation, the Executive Board may revoke the ap-

pointment and select and appoint another administrator/member.

b/ The members of the Board of Directors shall be the Director, the Chief Accountant and the Secretary. The Board of Directors shall adopt its own 

rules of procedure.

c/ The administrator shall report annually on the financial management of the Foundation to the Board of Trustees and the Executive Board.

10/ In the event of the dissolution of the Foundation, the assets of the Foundation shall be repaid to the Founder / donors/, if they so request, 

after the outstanding payment of its liabilities. If the Founder/donor/legal person has ceased to exist or the donor natural person has died, the 

part of the assets of the Foundation attributable to him/her shall be paid to the successor in title or the heir, if he/she so requests.

a p p e n d i c e s



11/ This deed of Foundation is subject to the provisions of the Civil Code. 74/A §§ /2/ and /4/, and shall become effective upon registration by the 

Metropolitan Court of Budapest.

The Foundation shall become a legal entity upon registration of the deed of incorporation.

Budapest, 21 June 1990.

Dr László Surján

Representative of the Founder

Metropolitan Court of Budapest

8.Pk.63.673/4.

Order

The Municipal Court of Budapest has registered the “Barankovics István Foundation” according to the provisions of the 1959. IV.tv. (Ptk) under § 

74/A(4) of the 1959 Civil Code (Ptk) under number 552.

The Foundation’s registered office is Budapest, XII. Nagy Jenő u. 5

Name of the representative: Dr. László Surján 1-410907-0375

Address: 1125 Budapest, Zirzen Janka u. 9.

The purpose of the Foundation is to promote the formation and development of communities with a Christian worldview as well as the develop-

ment of Christian public and political culture.

Budapest, 13 September 1990.

Julianna Csikyné Dr. Szobácsi

Judge 
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Appendix 2: 
The 2006 Deed of Foundation of the Barankovics István Foundation updated as of 2018

Barankovics István Foundation The Deed of Foundation is consolidated with modifications

1091 Budapest, Kálvin tér 8. II/13. 2 / 11 January 16, 2018.

The undersigned Christian Democratic People's Party, as Founder, establishes a foundation
guaranteed by the constitution, with the intent of facilitating its participation in the formation
and manifestation of the popular will, of broadening citizens’ information, of conducting
political education, research, scientific and educational activities to develop political culture,
based on Act XXXIII of 1989/ Article 9/A on the operation and management of parties and on
provisions of Act XLVII of 2003 on foundations conducting scientific knowledge, research
and education activities to support political parties:

The changes in Articles 3 and 7.4. gave a reason to consolidate the Deed of Foundation.

1.) Name and address of the Founder:
Christian Democratic People's Party (1141 Budapest, Bazsarózsa utca 69.)

2.) Name of the Foundation:
Barankovics István Foundation

The Foundation is a legal entity/has a legal personality and it shall manage the assets
available on its own for the purposes set out in Section 4. The foundation has
been/shall be set up for an unlimited period.

3.) Seat of the Foundation:
1091 Budapest, Kálvin tér 8. II/13.

Az Alapítvány telephelye:
1091 Budapest, Kálvin tér 8. II/13.

4.) Purpose and activities of the Foundation

4.1. The purpose of the Foundation is to promote the European Christian Democratic and
Christian Social Ideas. It promotesscientific, awareness-raising, research and
educational activities in accordance with the Founder’s intent and the public good and
in the spirit of national commitment and Christian Democracy.

4.2. The Foundation pursues the assigned activities by
a.) organizing and supporting modern educational, scientific and educational

activities;
b.) organizing or supporting research activities for the purposes of the Foundation;
c.) organizing and sponsoring lectures and conferences;
d.) publishing studies, technical books, other material intended for the purpose of

the Foundation and to support their publication;
e.) purchasing domestic and foreign magazines, specialist journals and specialist

books;
f.) participating in calls for tender in connection with the above objectives

4.3. When awarding grants and other benefits, the Foundation shall enter into a contract
with the recipient of the grant, specifying the purpose of the grant, the arrangements
for its use and the methods of accounting and control.

BARANKOVICS ISTVÁN

FOUNDATION

DEED OF FOUNDATION

(Consolidation with modifications)

Seat: 1091 Budapest, 

Kálvin tér 8. II/13.

Budapest, January 16, 2018
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Barankovics István Foundation The Deed of Foundation is consolidated with modifications

1091 Budapest, Kálvin tér 8. II/13. 3 / 11 January 16, 2018.

5.) Assets and management of the Foundation

5.1. The initial assets of the Foundation are HUF 700,000, or seven hundred thousand
forints, which are provided by the Founder.

5.2. The Foundation is open to any domestic or foreign legal or natural person, provided
that he agrees with its objectives. The joining member shall not exercise the rights of
the Founder. The Board of Trustees decides on the offerings.

5.3. The assets of the Foundation defined above, may be increased as provided in
applicable law, or in other regulations, in particular by the grants provided in the
current Budget Act, by additional donations from the Founder, by contributions from
joining members (Section 5.2 of this Deed of Foundation), and by return on assets.

5.4. The Foundation may only accept contributions from clearly identifiable persons. The
contribution is paid from the cash account of the person providing it by transfer to the
cash account of the Foundation. The information necessary to identify the person
providing the contribution and the amount of the contribution shall be considered as
public information in the public interest and therefore shall be published on the
Foundation's website within 30 days of receipt of the contribution, provided that:
a.) the amount of the contribution exceeds HUF 500,000 (five hundred thousand)
b.) the amount of foreign contribution exceeds HUF 100,000 (one hundred

thousand)

5.5. The Board of Trustees may use the entire assets of the Foundation in order to
accomplish the objectives of the Foundation.

5.6. The Foundation from the assets assigned to its purposes
a.) covers the operation of the Foundation
b.) fulfills its contractual obligations
c.) - can provide grants

- can provide financial aid
- can establish a foundation award
- may decide to bestow such an award
- may provide financial support to any initiative, activity or

organization that promises significant, widespread results to
achieve the objectives of the Foundation.

by tender or application, or at the initiative or at the discretion of the Board of Trustees

5.7. The Board of Trustees decides on the use of the assets of the Foundation by majority
vote.
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Barankovics István Foundation The Deed of Foundation is consolidated with modifications

1091 Budapest, Kálvin tér 8. II/13. 4 / 11 January 16, 2018.

5.8. The Foundation shall operate on the basis of an annual budget which shall include
revenue and expenditure in a balanced manner.

6.) Registration rules
The Foundation's revenue from its assigned activities and the indirect costs incurred
from its assigned activities shall be recorded separately.

6.1. The revenue of the Foundation:

- the grantprovided to the Foundation in the Budget Act

- grants or donations received from the Founder or other donor or
donors for the purposes of the Foundation or to cover its
operating costs

- income directly related to the activities of the Foundation

- income from the investment of the assets of the Foundation

- other statutory income

6.2. The expenditure of the Foundation:

- direct costs (expenditure) for activities carried out in order to
achieve the Foundation's objectives

- indirect costs incurred from assigned activities, to be shared pro
rata

Furthermore, the accounting rules applicable to the Foundation's records shall apply

7.) The decision-making and management body of the Foundation

7.1. The Board of Trustees is the supreme general decision-making, administrative,
representative and managing body of the Foundation

7.2. The Board of Trustees is composed of 7 (seven) members, consisting of a chairman, a
vice-chairman and members. The chairman of the board is appointed by the Founder.
Board members are not remunerated or reimbursed.

7.3. The members of the governing body of the Foundation (Board of Trustees or
Supervisory Board) shall be appointed for a term of five years by the leader of the
CDPP parliamentary group on behalf of the founding Christian Democratic People's
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Barankovics István Foundation The Deed of Foundation is consolidated with modifications

1091 Budapest, Kálvin tér 8. II/13. 5 / 11 January 16, 2018.

Party. In case it has no parliamentary group then the Founder appoints the members in
accordance with Act XLVII of 2003 Article 3 (7) on foundations for scientific,
educational, research and educational activities supporting the operation of political
parties. The members of the Board of Trustees are appointed by Péter Harrach, the
leader of the parliamentary group, on behalf of the Christian Democratic People's
Party parliamentary group.

7.4. Chairman, vice-chairman and members of the Board of Trustees:
- Chairman of the Board of Trustees: Dr. József Mészáros

1116 Budapest, Sipos Pál utca 14.

- Vice-chairman of the Board of Trustees:
Dr. András Gábor Szényei
2030 Érd, Fenyőfa utca 39.

- Members of the Board of Trustees:
Dr Gábor Bagdy
1112 Budapest, Kakukk-hegyi út 12.

Dr. Dzsingisz Gábor J.
1137 Budapest, Szent István körút 10.

Dr. János Latorcai
1015 Budapest, Szabó Ilonka utca 43-45. C. fszt. 1.

Dr. Aradszki András
2030 Érd, Diósdi út 92.

Dr. Tarnai Richárd
1192 Budapest, Vajk utca 16.

7.5. Board membership is terminated:

- by withdrawal of appointment (if, on behalf of the group, its
leader withdraws the appointment of a member of the Board of Trustees, because
their activities endanger the objectives of the Foundation);

- by resignation (the resignation must be submitted in writing to
the chairman of the Board of Trustees, who shall forward it to
the leader of the parliamentary group)

- by the expiry of their term of office, in the case of fixed-term
contracts;

- by the occurence of the term, in the case of an order subject to a
cancellation clause

- by recall

99T h e  B a r a n k o v i c s  I s t v á n  F o u n d a t i o n  t u r n s  3 0



Barankovics István Foundation The Deed of Foundation is consolidated with modifications

1091 Budapest, Kálvin tér 8. II/13. 6 / 11 January 16, 2018.

- upon the death or termination of a member without a legal
successsor,

- by limiting the capacity of a member to carry out their activities

- if there is a ground for refusal or conflict of interest with the
member

7.6. If the membership of the Board of Trustees is terminated for any reason, the Christian
Democratic People’s Party parliamentary group (if the party does not have a
parliamentary group, then the Founder) shall decide on the appointment of a new
member within 60 days of the termination. The Board of Trustees may make proposals
for this decision.

7.7. Upon termination of Board membership, the chairman of the Board of Trustees
shall inform the Founder and the leader of the Christian Democratic People's Party
parliamentary group and shall take the necessary measures to decide on the new
Board member within the prescribed time limit.

8.) Powers of the Board of Trustees
The Board of Trustees shall, within the limits set by the law, decide independently on
all matters concerning the Foundation, on the use of its financial assets and other
means of the Foundation in accordance with the purposes of the Foundation, and on
the establishment of its own rules of operation.

8.1 Conflict of Interest Rules for the Board of Trustees
A member of the Board of Trustees may be a person whose legal capacity has not been
restricted to the extent necessary for the performance of his or her activities.
The chairman or member of the Board of Trustees shall not be a person who is
chairman or member of the Supervisory Board of the Foundation, has an employment
relationship with the Foundation or any other legal relationship outside the mandate,
unless otherwise provided by law, or is a relative of the persons defined above.
The person cannot be a member of the Board of Trustees who has been sentenced to
imprisonment for committing an offense until they have been released from the
adverse consequences of their criminal history.
Members of the Board of Trustees who have been definitively banned from this
profession shall not be eligible for membership. A person who has been barred from
practice by a judgment which has the force of res judicata may not, during the period
covered by such prohibition, be a senior official of a legal person engaged in the
activities referred to therein.
One cannot be a member of the Board of Trustees if one is subjected to a ban on
public affairs.
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Barankovics István Foundation The Deed of Foundation is consolidated with modifications

1091 Budapest, Kálvin tér 8. II/13. 7 / 11 January 16, 2018.

8.2 The Board of Trustees is responsible for the management of the assets of the
Foundation and for the financial, professional and economic activities of the
Foundation.

8.3 The Board of Trustees shall decide on the use of the available funds within the scope
and in the manner determined by the objectives of the Foundation.

8.4 The Board of Trustees shall decide on the approval and adoption of the Foundation's
work plan, management plan, budget and report.

8.5 The Board of Trustees shall determine the conditions for the use of the funds available
for the Foundation.

8.6 The Board of Trustees decides on the grants provided by the Foundation. The Board of
Trustees may authorize the chairman to decide at its discretion whether or not to award
grants and whether or not to reject applications for financial assistance.

8.7 The Board of Trustees decides on the motion of the Board members.

8.8 The Board of Trustees will consider applications for membership and decide whether
to accept the offerings.

8.9 The Board of Trustees shall decide on the proposal of the Supervisory Board.

8.10. The decision-making power of the Board of Trustees includes defining the tasks
necessary to achieve the objectives and organizing their implementation.

8.11 The Board of Trustees determines the operation of the work organization, defines its
tasks and monitors their implementation.

9.) Operation of the Board of Trustees

9.1. The Board of Trustees shall, at least once a year, provide information to the Founder
on its activities, and in particular on the management and use of its assets. The Board
of Trustees shall meet when necessary but at least quarterly.

9.2. The Board of Trustees shall have a quorum if a majority of its members are present.
The decisions of the Board of Trustees shall be taken by open ballot and by simple
majority. In the event of a tie, the proposal shall be deemed rejected. Repeated votes
may be held only up to the number and according to the procedure specified in the
Deed of Foundation.

9.3. During the operation of the Board of Trustees (if someone’s personal presence is
prevented), it is entitled to make decisions in writing, by telephone or by other
technical means in accordance with the rules set forth in the Services and Rules of
Operation.

9.3. The Board of Trustees shall be convened by the chairman of the Board of Trustees.
Written invitation shall be sent to the members of the Board of Trustees, the chairman
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Barankovics István Foundation The Deed of Foundation is consolidated with modifications

1091 Budapest, Kálvin tér 8. II/13. 8 / 11 January 16, 2018.

and the members of the Supervisory Board at such time that there is at least 3 days
between receipt and the date of the meeting. The invitation of the Board of Trustees
shall specify the place, time and agenda of the Board meeting.

9.4. No member of the Board of Trustees may participate in the preparation or making of
the decision of the Board of Trustees who, or whose close relative or spouse, is
relieved of any obligation or liability under the decision, or who is otherwise
interested in the legal transaction to be concluded. Non-monetary service made
available to anyone without a limit in the context of the Foundation's earmarked
benefits is not a benefit.

9.5. Minutes of the meetings of the Board of Trustees shall be drawn up and authenticated
by the signatures of two Board members present in addition to the Registrar. The
minutes shall indicate the place and time of the meeting and the name (position) of
those present. The minutes shall contain the essential comments, proposals and
decisions of the Board of Trustees at the meeting. The President of the Board of
Trustees shall also keep a register from which the content, date and scope of decisions
of the Board of Trustees, as well as the number of supporters and opponents of the
decision may be determined ("Book of Decisions").

9.6. A record of the decisions of the Board of Trustees shall be kept at the seat of the
Foundation. Those affected by each decision, those affected by the decision of the
Board of Trustees, must be informed directly. At the request of the persons concerned,
the decision shall also be given in writing as an extract.

9.7. Representatives of the bodies specified in law may consult the documents related to
the operation of the Foundation.

10.) The chairman of the Board of Trustees

10.1. Duties of the chairman:

- directs the activities and operation of the Foundation;

- arranges for the convening and conducting of Board meetings;

- ensures the implementation of the decisions of the Board of
Trustees;

- represents the Foundation vis-à-vis third parties and the
authorities;

- under the authority of the Board of Trustees, the chairman, at
his own discretion, decides on the approval and rejection of applications for
awards of grants, in accordance with the terms and conditions laid down in the
Services and Rules of Operation of the Board of Trustees;

- exercise the employer's rights with respect to the employees.
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10.2. Replacement of the chairman
If the chairman is prevented, Dr. András Gábor Szényei, vice-chairman, will replace
him. In this case, the vice-chairman replacing the chairman shall have the power of the
chairman. The vice-chairman shall be accountable to the chairman and to the Board of
Trustees for the measures he has taken during the replacement.

1.1. The Founder authorizes the Board of Trustees to grant representation rights to the
staff of the Foundation.

11.) The Supervisory Board
11.1. The operation and management of the Foundation are supervised by the Supervisory

Board. The Supervisory Board has 3 (three) members.

11.2. Conflict of Interest Rules for the Supervisory Board.

No person shall be chairman or member of the Supervisory Board who is chairman or
member of the Board of Trustees of the Foundation, is employed by the Foundation
for the performance of activities outside its mandate, is in any other employment
relationship, unless otherwise provided by law, benefits from the Foundation's
endowment or is a relative of the persons identified above.

11.3. The chairman and the members of the Supervisory Board:

The chairman of the Supervisory Board: Dr. Tamás Lukács
3300 Eger, Nagyeged út 24.

The members of the Supervisory Board: Gergely Gaal
2083 Solymár, Pipacs  utca 21.

Dr. Imre Vejkey
1121 Budapest, Rácz Aladár út 125.

11.4. The operation of the Supervisory Board:

The Supervisory Board shall meet as necessary but at least four times a year. A
quorum requires at least two members. The Supervisory Board takes its decisions by
simple majority and open voting. In the presence of two members of the Supervisory
Board unanimity shall be required.

11.5. Duties and powers of the Supervisory Board:

The Supervisory Board monitors the operation and management of the Foundation. In
doing so, it may request a report from the chairman and members of the Board of
Trustees and information from staff, as well as access to the books and records of the
Foundation. Before approving the annual report, the Supervisory Board shall inform
the Board of Trustees of its opinion in writing. The members of the Supervisory Board
are invited to the meetings of the Board of Trustees and may participate in the
meetings with the right of consultation. The Supervisory Board shall inform the Board
of Trustees of the Foundation, and initiate its convocation, should it become aware
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that there has been a violation of law or an event (omission) that would otherwise
seriously harm the interests of the Foundation, and the elimination of which, or the
elimination or mitigation of the consequences of which, requires the decision of the
governing body entitled to act, or a fact has arisen giving rise to the liability of a
member of the Board of Trustees. The Board of Trustees shall be convened on the
motion of the Board of Supervisors within 30 days of its submission, and the Board of
Trustees shall discuss the proposal of the Board of Supervisors and make a decision on
the matter. In case of failure of this deadline, the Supervisory Board is also entitled to
convene the Board of Trustees.
If the Board of Trustees fails to take the necessary steps to restore legal operation, the
Supervisory Board shall promptly notify the legality review body.

12.) The representation of the Foundation
The Foundation is represented by the chairperson of the Board of Trustees. In the
event of being prevented, the right of representation shall be vested in the vice-
Chairman Dr. Gábor András Szényei.

The chairman and the vice-chairman of the Board of Trustees are individually entitled
to sign on behalf of the Foundation.

13.) The legality review of the Foundation is provided by the bodies specified in Article
4 of the Act XLVII of 2003.

14.) Dissolution, final provisions
14.1. The Foundation shall be dissolved in the cases specified in the Civil Code. The assets

of the Foundation in the event of the dissolution of the Foundation shall be transferred
to the foundations established by or with the participation of the Christian Democratic
People's Party after the fulfillment of the outstanding payment obligations.

14.2. In matters not regulated by this Act, the Civil Code and the provisions of other
legislation applicable to foundations shall apply.

The undersigned Founder and the leader of the KDNP parliamentary group have read the
above Deed of Foundation and signed it as their will.

Budapest, January 16, 2018

Dr. Zsolt Semjén
Christian Democratic People's Party

President

Péter Harrach
Christian Democratic People's Party

leader of the parliamentary group
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"Countersigned"
Budapest, January 16, 2018

___________________________________________________________________________

I, the undersigned, dr. Róbert Sasvári Attorney (1073 Budapest, Erzsébet Krt. 14. II / 2),
as legal representative of the Barankovics István Foundation, hereby certify that the
consolidated text of this Deed of Foundation corresponds to the content in force under
the Amendments to the Deed of Foundation.

Budapest, January 16, 2018

__________________________________
Dr. Róbert Sasvári

___________________________________________________________________________
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Appendix 3: 
A selection of the material of the Barankovics István Foundation from 1990-2006. 

Niels Arbol: “Christian Democracy in Europe” Barankovics István Foundation, 

1995.

Gottfried Mehnert: Protestants in Christian Democracy – From Siegen to  

Wittenberg, or what we can learn from the German way (translated by:  

Lajos Békefy) Barankovics István Foundation, 1993.
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The “grand old men” of the KDNP, former members of the DNP 

after their return from emigration: László Varga (left),  

Zoltán Kovács K. (right). 

Memorial plaque placed in 1993 at 4 Galamb 

street in honour of the founding of the  

Christian Democratic People’s Party
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Hungarian conservatism. Tradition and present. (Ed. László Tőkéczki) 

Battyhány Lajos Foundation – Barankovics István Foundation, 1994.

Collected writings of István Barankovics on Christian Democracy.  

(Ed. Zoltán Kovács K. and Miklós Gyorgyevics) Barankovics Academy 

Foundation, 2001.
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Appendix 4: 
Selection of books published by the Barankovics István Foundation in 2007

The Living Tradition. István Barankovics and the heritage of Hungarian 

Christian Democracy. Barankovics István Foundation – Gondolat Publish

ing House, 2007.

Jürgen Habermas – Joseph Ratzinger: Moral foundations of a liberal 

state. Barankovics István Foundation – Gondolat Publishing House, 

2007.
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Appendix 5: 
Selection of events organised by the Barankovics István Foundation in 2009

Publicity material from the 

Carpathian Basin Palóc Meeting 

held on 25 April 2009 in the Buda 

Castle and in the Hungarian House 

of Culture.
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Invitation to the event “Credible 

Politics – Credible Politician” 

held on 17 March 2009. The 

commemorative meeting at the 

Péter Pázmány Catholic Univer-

sity was held in honour of Zoltán 

Kovács K., who died in 2008, and 

featured a presentation of his life 

by renowned historians and Chris

tian Democrat politicians.
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“Family politics naturally. ” Invitation to a conference on family policy jointly organised by the Barankovics István Foundation and the Christian Democratic 

Youth Association on 17 October 2009 at the St. Margaret’s High School. 
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“Who cares about the future generation? ” Publicity material for the Family Policy Conference.
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Appendix 6: 
Selection of events organised by the Barankovics István Foundation in 2010.

A model example of the 

Foundation’s own charitable 

programmes is the support it 

provided during the 2010 Ede-

lény flooding. The Board of 

Trustees of the BIA decided to 

support children from the most 

vulnerable disadvantaged families 

with a holiday in Budapest during 

the reconstruction works in the 

village. Between 21 and 30 July 

2010, the BIA organised a holiday 

in Budapest for 28 children and 

3 accompanying teachers. The 

programme included cultural and 

leisure activities. The programme 

documents can be found on pages 

114-117. 

a p p e n d i c e s



115T h e  B a r a n k o v i c s  I s t v á n  F o u n d a t i o n  t u r n s  3 0



a p p e n d i c e s



117T h e  B a r a n k o v i c s  I s t v á n  F o u n d a t i o n  t u r n s  3 0



Invitation and programme of the conference “The past and future of Christian health care”. Organized in collaboration with Dr. Batthyány László Medical Circle, 

the conference featured eminent medical speakers who, in addition to presenting issues related to the past and present of Christian nursing orders, discussed 

the future possibilities of Christian medicine and nursing.
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Appendix 7: A selection of events organised and supported  
by the Barankovics István Foundation in 2011.

“This is our work and it is not 

little. ” The Barankovics István 

Foundation and the Protestant 

Workshop of the Christi-

an Democratic People’s Party 

organised a two-day policy 

conference in Tatabánya on 15-16 

April 2011. Participants reviewed 

current issues in education, 

pension, church policy, rural 

development and the development 

of cross-border economic and 

cultural relations. 
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The Barankovics István 

Foundation’s support policy gives 

priority to promoting the self-

organisation of communities. The 

picture shows the invitation to the 

family day of the the Solt Parish 

supported by the Foundation. 
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The Templar Foundation organised the “For the Future of Disadvantaged Children” programme in Gyomaendrőd in April 2011 as a charity event supported by 

BIA. The event included an auction of works by Roma artists, with proceeds going to support children in need.
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Appendix 8: 
Materials published with the support of the Barankovics István Foundation in 2012-2013.

On the occasion of the commemo-

rative year of the Hungarian King, 

Szent László, the BIA supported 

the publication of a CD of liturgical 

hymns and poems in honour of the 

knight-king.
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The Board of Trustees’ decision-making practice also includes examples of partial funding of 

local community media. It regularly supports the Szentimreváros Voluntary Forum, the mag-

azine “Lépcső”, which is 30 years old this year and is published by the Szent Imre Parish of 

Buda, and has also supported the publication of the “Békési Harangszó”, the newspaper of the 

Békés Reformed Parish.
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Appendix 9: Programme of the International Conference “Christian Democracy,  
Public Policy and Public Ethics in Contemporary Europe”, 18 October 2013, organized by 
the Barankovics István Foundation.
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Appendix 10: Selection of materials from the Teachers’ Roundtable  
of the Barankovics István Foundation.

The Teachers’ Roundtable of the 

Barankovics István Foundation 

was established in 2012 with the 

main profile of supporting the pre

paration of young people for their 

roles in society through education. 

The Teacher Roundtable’s educa-

tional program ran between 2012 

and 2017, comprising a total of 37 

project elements. During the pro-

ject, the Foundation organised 

programmes for teachers and sec-

ondary school students, including 

its own educational game competi-

tion, the Online Democracy Activity.
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Így tanÍtom 
Innovatív módszertani megoldások a fiatalok társadalmi szerepekre való felkészítésében | V. kötet 

Barankovics István Alapítvány Tanári Kerekasztal | 2020.
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Every autumn, the Foun-

dation launches a 

competition for teach-

ers to promote innovative 

teaching methods. Ped-

agogical volumes were 

made from the lesson 

plans of the best entries. 

In December 2020, the 

fifth volume of the series, 

“This is how I teach”, was 

published.
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Part of the website of the Online Democracy Activity

Creative problem solving at the ODA competition in 2015 Registration at the BIA Teachers’ Roundtable’s Values conference 

in 2015

Finalist teams of the first cycle of the Online Democracy Activity at 

the ODABuda Democracy Camp, March 2014 
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ODA 2.0 winners at the European Parliament in Brussels

One of the 5 

volumes of entries 

to the 2015 “This 

is How I Teach” 

competition

Participants in the DemoDuo teacher training programme in 2019, 

jointly launched with the University of Szeged

With students 

at the DemoDuo 

social camp in 

Gyula

ODA Without Borders with students from abroad in front of the 

Parliament in September 2016
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When I’m 64.

Call for applications for secondary school students aged 14-20

 

The Barankovics István Foundation essay competition for young high school students

“When I’m 64”

The theme of the competition follows below.

Imagine and write about the morning of your 64th birthday.

How do you see the world, what kind of society do you live in? Who are the people around you? You have already made the most important 

choices of your life. What part have you played in shaping your life and the environment around you? Can you influence the future through your 

decisions and individual choices?

The Barankovics István Foundation is interested in YOUR personal vision of the future, the world on the morning of your 64th birthday in your im-

agination. You can write in any style. It doesn’t matter if your vision is optimistic, pessimistic, humorous, or scientific, the main thing is that it 

should be about you, expressing your thoughts, hopes and expectations.

You are eligible

- if you are over 14 but under 20 and

- if you are in secondary school – in Hungary or anywhere in the world 

if your application

- presents YOUR personal vision of the future

- reflects the society and environment you want to live in

- if you write in an interesting, readable and understandable way, in Hungarian. Of course, as is the rule for other publications, your writing must 

not contain any offensive, condemnatory remarks or references to others! (This will automatically disqualify you from the competition.) We look 

forward to receiving your entry, and remember:Today is the first day of the rest of your life leading up to your 64th birthday. 

When I’m 64 – Essay competition – Announcement of results
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Dear Applicants, 

You have made a joyful, exciting, yet difficult week for the judges of the “When I’m 64” essay competition. The more than 130 entries received 

were more than we could have hoped for, and among them were so many valuable, unique essays of high quality, both thoughtful and literary, 

that it made the decision difficult. But, as so often in life, the panel of judges had to make a decision, but we would like to express our thanks to 

all the applicants for their participation, and for taking seriously the opportunity to tell us how you imagine the morning of your 64th birthday. 

Here are the winners of the Barankovics Barankovics István Foundation’s essay competition “When I am 64”.

FIRST PRIZE

FRUZSINA KELEMEN: WHAT THE HECK?

Editors working for literary magazines and publishers dream of one day receiving a manuscript by a real talent, one that offers the joy of discov-

ery. As panel chair, I had that rare pleasure when I read Fruzsina Kelemen’s entry. From the very first paragraphs, I could tell that she has talent 

down to her fingertips. It would be a great pity if she did not work on her talent!

Her writing clearly stands out from that of the other applicants in terms of her language skillsand her special views. It is an important merit of 

her work that she is not afraid to take risks, of confronting herself, or of self-analysis. She reveals herself more boldly than the average – and it is 

this boldness, this courageous encounter, that gives her work literary value, intellectual excitement that goes beyond mere aesthetics, a cathar-

sis if you will. Another of its outstanding qualities is an important literary accessory, humour, and one of its noblest forms, self-irony. She does 

not make fun of others, but mocks herself when she has to. From time to time, reading it, we can laugh heartily, and at the same time, we can 

recognise ourselves. Her language is fresh, up-to-date, yet judicious and sophisticated – it is touching and reassuring to know that in Sepsiszent-

györgy, nearly a hundred years after the loss of Trianon, the Hungarian language is still so richly and beautifully mastered.

All in all, I have to admit that, at the age of seventeen, I would have loved to write as well as Fruzsina Kelemen! I hope she will not leave her talent 

untapped and will go a long wayin her career.
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SECOND PRIZE

TÍMEA MOZGA: WHEN I’M SIXTY-FOUR

The entries we received gave us an insight into today’s teenagers’ vision of the future and I am convinced that this is very instructive for the older 

generations. The finalists’ entries show that our young people have a rather bleak view of our future prospects and are far from impressed by the 

hyper-mechanised world of technological progress – contrary to the image given by advertising. On the contrary, they have a stubborn longing for 

traditional values, for the ‘good old days of peace’, for the things and the world of their grandmothers. It is also clear that, contrary to the predic-

tions of some social scientists, religion and belief in God will not disappear. It feels good to experience all this.

Tímea Mozga’s short story is another example of this relatable adolescent feeling of being out of your own time. She dreams of a world in which 

“money and information are not power”, in which “no two people are the same” and everyone is free to embrace their individuality. It is this ideal 

that she contrasts with the events of her sixty-fourth birthday: on the metro, she is lucky enough to survive a terrorist attack, while saving a lit-

tle boy with blond hair and, in this way, passing on life – a particularly important moment because, according to the story, she was unable to 

have a child for medical reasons. After successfully returning home from the scene of the tragedy, she is confronted again with the inhumanity of 

the times and the painful absence of a family. “Pure-hearted children grow up, and many become jaded adults, even soulless machines. (...) Of 

course, there will be artists, scientists and clever people... ” She feels that it is not too late to change the gloomy vision of the future, that there is 

hope. Thanks to young people like Tímea Mozga, there certainly is!

THIRD PRIZE 

BALAZS HRABACSIK: EPILOGUE

It is interesting to note that a significant number of the candidates feel that at the age of sixty-four, one is already terribly old, in the twilight of 

one’s life, and that it is time to die. Indeed, in more than one entry, the birthday is a day of decline, of taking stock of life’s failures, of preparing 

for the farewell. In Balázs Hrabacsik’s short story, we are also witnesses to a farewell on Earth, only in this case it is not natural death that ends 

the story, but the mysterious extraterrestrials – according to the ‘rule’, all people over sixty-four years of age are taken by them to an unknown 

place. In some respects, this concept is reminiscent of the American film Knowing (starring Nicolas Cage), but this similarity is not disturbing.

Balázs Hrabacsik’s writing is a thorough, elaborate work, the object of much thought and polishing. He chose the title Epilogue wisely, clearly en-

riching the story and opening up a new dimension. In my view, the weakness of his work is that (precisely because of its thoroughness) he has 

overwritten it a little; two or three thousand characters fewer than the current fifteen thousand would have been a perfect length – in this case, 

the maxim ‘less is sometimes more’ applies. The over-elaboration is most noticeable where some sentences are repeated in the same sense, but 

in different words. For example, towards the middle of the story, at the end of a paragraph, we read: ‘56 years ago, this seemed impossible, just 
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as the old days seem impossible today.’ Three paragraphs later, again as a concluding sentence, we are told the same thing: “As incredible as my 

youth was to my grandchildren, the way the world works today would have seemed impossible before 2030. ” By eliminating such repetition, the 

work would have had a leaner structure.

OTHER WINNERS

ANIMAL HISTORY SPECIAL PRIZE

RÓZSA VIVIEN SZABÓ: WHEN I’M 64...

Most of the entrants, quite naturally, imagined family members and loyal people around them for their sixty-fourth birthday. But Rózsa Szabó 

chose to place herself with three cats, and not just any cats, but talking cats. Novjev’s regular task is to serve fresh lemons every morning for his 

owner to taste – a good beginning... The other cat, Sztoj, provides the daily reading matter, while Zsenyicin acts as a sort of butler, coming in and 

out bringing news and sizing up visitors. Rózsa Szabó is not only imaginative, but also brave, because (unlike most of the applicants) she has 

cast herself as an old maid, who is already sixty-four... It is a unique, amusing and charming short story, in which the present times of the cats 

and the spinster intertwine beautifully with the recollection of her eighteenth birthday. All the while, we read sentences of poetic beauty, such as 

“I never thought about my life, I never wanted to revisit my past and confront myself with everything I lack and everyone who is not here. ” The 

editing of the writing is also superb, especially the final section; paragraphs, each of one short sentence, are reminiscent of Iván Mándy’s beau-

tiful prose.

IMAGINATION SPECIAL PRIZE

SHORT STORY BY ANNA TOMASOVSZKY

Anna Tomasovszky’s entry is an exciting, cleverly edited dystopia. It takes us to a future after a deadly nuclear war, when the population of our 

planet has been reduced to a mere 100 million and living conditions are dire. It’s a very readable, lively work, with many great ideas and in-

dependent thoughts; you can feel that the author has thought long and hard about what she is doing. Spelling and style could be a little more 

precise, but it’s not bad... Overall, it was not far off third place – in the end, it missed the top three positions for two reasons but was awarded a 

special prize. The first is that in the section on finding and translating the Bible, she inserted some sentences on potassium iodide consumption 

and radiation sickness, which seemed inappropriate in that context. The reader is left with the impression that these sentences were inserted by 

accident; this logical leap is out of place and even gives rise to the suspicion of inadequate editing. The other shortcoming can easily be remedied 

in the future; it is surely worth giving a title to such an imaginative, captivating short story – a well-chosen title spices up the story, and is an im-

portant accessory.
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SPECIAL PRIZE FOR THE RELIGIOUS APPROACH

FANNI MATYASOVSZKY: WHEN I TURN 64

Of all the finalists, Fanni Matyasovszky’s entry is probably the most elegantly edited. Her novel is at once a diary entry, a theological reflec-

tion and science fiction. The latter, the second part of the text, especially the presentation of the Power Potential, is reminiscent in its mood and 

some of its images of Andrei Tarkovsky’s film Solaris and George Orwell’s novel 1984 (and the film based on it) – which is not at all a bad thing, 

rather the contrary. And as for the first part of the short story, the diarist’s religious reflections, it is particularly gratifying that a sixteen-year-old 

girl should be so keen to tackle this subject and be so at home with it. “‘The sun has not shone on the earth since God turned his back on us”- 

sentences like these give her writing a lift, a perspective. I sincerely wish Fanni that faith in God and the spiritual life will continue to be a secure 

base for her in the future.

SPECIAL PRIZE FOR THE SEARCH FOR VALUES

SHORT STORY BY ÁGNES SZŰCS

This piece of writing is wittily complex, like a false-bottomed suitcase. We jump six years into the future; the author is now in his seventies and 

he looks for his notes from his sixty-forth birthday to recall what he was thinking “on that depressing morning” – when he remembered his sev-

enteenth birthday... So we have a memoir within a memoir, a portrait within a portrait. It’s a real treat, as we like to walk around in a castle where 

doors open to more doors.

The essence of the thoughts written on that enchanting sixty-fourth birthday is that over the decades “the world has changed”, people have be-

come like the living dead; in fact they are no longer people at all, but spiritually emptied creatures, “moving flesh”. Her essay reveals that she is 

deeply saddened by the fact that in our world ‘the common driving forces of human relationships are interest, power and selfishness’. Her clear 

and honest search for real values is a source of comfort and hope for us all; the future is not hopelessly bleak.

It should be noted, however, that this disturbing piece of writing unfortunately contains a number of spelling mistakes, some of them serious.

a p p e n d i c e s



SPECIAL PRIZE FOR SCIENCE FICTION

DÁNIEL VARGA: WHEN I’M 64

A typical boys’ novel (or more accurately, a men’s novel), and that is certainly not a criticism. It is September 2059, in a new world populated by 

robots, where the continent’s energy is now being supplied by antimatter, whose peaceful inhabitants are threatened by murderous drone at-

tacks, and where a special holiday is dedicated to the Christian unity that has been achieved in the meantime. Our author takes on the role of a 

64-year-old man from Hamburg, Pavel Knauf, a project manager at the still operating Bosch company, who is the victim of a traffic accident on his 

birthday. Yes, this is a typical male novel, as it is imaginatively conceived science fiction, rich in technical details – three pages of a world with a 

strange atmosphere. All in all, Dániel Varga’s work was not far off one of the top prizes. Its shortcoming is that it feels like it is wearing someone 

else’s clothes. I would have preferred to read about Dániel Varga’s sixty-first birthday even more than Pavel Knauf’s story.

DREAMWORLD SPECIAL EDITION

LAURA KOVÁCS: WHEN I’M 64

The majority of the finalist entries start from waking up from a dream in the morning. Laura Kovács also chose this dramaturgical device. One of 

the main virtues of her writing is its conciseness; she presents her thoughts in a succinct, no frills, disciplined style. Another attractive virtue is 

her courage, as she is not afraid to make her sixty-four-year-old future self feel lonely and sad. She is not afraid to acknowledge her weaknesses, 

and the cruel law of our lives: death. In her vision, she is a widower, far from her daughter and grandchildren, her only company being a goldfish. 

Our planet is in a sorry state; the air is polluted, the water supply is drying up, and impoverished society is being manipulated by fraudulent pol-

iticians. It is precisely because of this return from the dream world that her writing is so human and appealing. To quote her, “When man’s real 

world is no longer livable, he has only the dream world left. ”

SPECIAL PRIZE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS

VIRÁG TEODORA FODOR: ON THE MORNING OF MY 64TH BIRTHDAY

Fodor Virág is one of the youngest of the twenty-four finalists, less than 15 years old. Her lively, pacy story, based on a journey, is full of respect 

for family life, a pure desire to protect the environment and a sincere enthusiasm for action. She dares to dream big about her personal life and 

the future of the planet – what ’clever’ adults might call childish naivety, but never mind, they don’t always have to be taken seriously... Her sen-

tences roll out one after the other as if she were not writing a short story but talking to a friend in a café or on a park bench. This free, direct 

chattiness is at the expense of the overall style; the work could be a little more elaborate, more sophisticated, more literary. There is also room 

for improvement in spelling, especially in the use of commas.

She deserved the special prize with the environmental tone of her entry. We wish her every success in realising her noble ideas.
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Appendix 11: 
The Barankovics István Foundation, the Holocaust Memorial Centre and the Youth 
Christian Democratic Alliance in the Holocaust Memorial Year 2014

zsidó-keresztény koncert a Holokauszt-emlékévben

ÁLDOZATOK
ÉS

EMBERMENTŐK
Victims and Saviors of the Holo-

caust Memorial Concert at the St. 

Teresa the Great Parish Church in 

Avila on 30 November 2014.

a p p e n d i c e s



Excerpts from the speech of József Mészáros at the “Victims and Saviours of Humanity” concert dur-
ing the Holocaust Memorial Year

(30 November 2014)

Dear Commemorators,

At this event, we remember our compatriots who were deported to the ghettos and death camps 70 years ago, whose tragedy is a pain we all 

share. As we pay tribute to the victims, it is important to reflect on the question of responsibility. Not only about the responsibility of the politi-

cians of the day who led the country into a dead end and caused the tragedy of millions, the propagandists, the civil servants, the churches, but 

also about the personal responsibility of each individual. Without asking the question “what can I do? ” it is impossible to come to terms with the 

historical and human trauma of the Holocaust. We must also face up to ourselves, because, although we cannot undo the past, we have a respon-

sibility for the future in order  to ensure that we are succeeded by a generation that will make it impossible for the horrors of the Holocaust to be 

repeated. We have a responsibility to ensure that, in the words of John Paul II, “the darkness that grips the mind, conscience and heart... the tri-

umph of the evil does not reign again. ”

The eponym of our Foundation, István Barankovics, who was himself forced to go into hiding from the Arrow Cross in a Franciscan monastery in 

1944, clearly articulated the principled position of Christian democracy, which we still consider to be binding on us. At a time when, for various 

reasons, more and more people were succumbing to the Nazi zeitgeist, young Catholic intellectuals were denying, in the name of humanity and 

natural law, the legitimacy of all sorts of racism. As a member of the Reformed Catholic movement, Barankovics also recognised the dangers of 

fascism and its destructive effects on human dignity.

I quote the following from the pen of István Barankovics: “Racism denies the inviolable and universally unlimited law of love for one’s neigh-

bour, it tramples underfoot the commandment to be just... It extends the limits of collective responsibility to the judgment of the mass reserved 

to God, and thus inflicts grievous injury on the innocent without any possibility of redress; it violates the natural rights of man given to him 

by God... The sin of racism cannot be the subject of compromising agreements... no state interest can give it the right to prevail. .. There is no 

Hungarian interest which may be served, or which can be served permanently, by immoral means, by violating the natural rights of others. ” How-

ever, there is a difference between a principled standpoint and one where – true to our principles – action is required.

Seventy years ago, during the Holocaust, many religious people of good will stood idly by and watched this unfolding tragedy of humanity in 

which the Jews were sacrificed as scapegoats.  The behaviour of the majority of people was characterised by “confusion, vacillation, not daring to 

help and avoiding helping”.

Therefore, the example of the Christian rescuers, who often risked their lives for their Jewish fellows, fulfilling the commandment of charity all the 

while, out of faith, is particularly precious to us. Their example is precious even if we know that these individual actions were only small oases in 

a desert of apathy; a few thousand lives saved in the face of millions murdered. 
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In the Holocaust Memorial Centre’s database of human rescuers, we find the names of nearly seventy Catholic, Reformed, Lutheran clergy, 

priests, monks, nuns, and church leaders. Twenty-four of them have been awarded the “Righteous Among the Nations” medal by the Yad Vashem 

Institute. It is not possible to mention all of them here, but please allow me to give a few telling examples.

In terms of the social responsibility of churches, we can take the example of Bishop Áron Márton of Transylvania. “He was a cathedral of men”, 

wrote Gyula Illyés, “who, like Moses with his staff at the Red Sea, separated virtue from evil, truth from falsehood around him. ” In 1944, when 

the Jews of Northern Transylvania were being deported, Áron Márton spoke out on behalf of persecuted and disenfranchised Hungarian citizens. 

He ordered monasteries, convents and church schools to protect Jews. (...)

There were church organizations which saved the lives of thousands of people, mainly Jews in Budapest, many of them children, by issuing bap-

tismal certificates or by hiding refugees in church institutions. Examples include the Collegium Marianum, the Collegium Theresianum, the Order 

of the Lazarist Fathers and Sisters of Charity, the Sophianum Institute, and the Society of Social Brothers. The convent of Sára Salkaházi, a mar-

tyr of the Arrow Cross regime, the Society of Social Brothers, founded by Margit Slachta, sheltered approximately a thousand people during the 

deportations. Sára alone was responsible for saving about 100 Jews. During an Arrow Cross search of the convent in December 1944, she and her 

Jewish charges were taken away and shot beside the Danube.

Dear Commemorators,

The series of events in the Holocaust Memorial Year is an opportunity to face up to the events of 70 years ago. In partnership with 
the Holocaust Memorial Centre, the Barankovics István Foundation and the Christian Democratic Youth Alliance are contributing to 
the commemoration, and we are creating space for reconciliation by organising a joint Jewish-Christian concert.
May the power of art help us strengthen our common Judeo-Christian spiritual heritage.

a p p e n d i c e s



Appendix 12: 
A selection of events organised by the Barankovics István Foundation in 2015.

„Semper renovanda”
Report on the conference “Hope of Renewal” 

On 25-26 September 2015, a Christian public conference entitled “Hope of Renewal” was held in Budapest at the headquarters of the Reformed 

Church District of the Dunamellék in cooperation with several NGOs. The choice of the title Semper renovanda was a reference to the fact that the 

Christian social presence in Hungary, the Carpathian Basin and Europe must be constantly renewed and strengthened.

 In addition to the main organiser, the Christian Democratic Forum (KDF), the Barankovics István Foundation (BIA), the Association of Christian 

Intellectuals (KÉSZ) and the Christian Political Foundation for Europe (CPFE) also made a significant contribution to the success of the event. In 

his opening speech, Árpád Szécsi, President of the Christian Democratic Forum, stressed that the main aim of the conference was to plan the fu-

ture of Christian public life and, closely related to this, to reach out to young people. In this context, the first “youth day” was primarily aimed at 

participants under 40 years of age, while the plenary session on 26 November was open to all age groups. In the themed sessions on Friday after-

noon, young people discussed current issues of Christian presence on the following topics: 1) Media and mission; 2) Youth and commitment; 3) 

Family and vocation; 4) Social research and planning; 5) Faith and public life; 6) Christianity and Europe. The resolutions from the themed work-

shops were presented in a series of impressive presentations during the afternoon plenary session the following day.

 The second day of the conference started with an address of welcome by Árpád Szécsi, Gábor Galgóczy and Johannes de Jong, Executive Direc-

tor of the Dutch CPFE, and a speech by József Mészáros, President of the BIA. After this opening and a prayer, the work continued with a panel 

discussion with prominent representatives of Christian public life. Several speakers expressed their thoughts on renewal: Sister Laura Baritz Sa-

rolta, head of the Christian Social Principles in the Economy workshop, György Velkey, director of Bethesda Children’s Hospital, János Horváth, 

former Speaker of the National Assembly, Zoltán Novotny, sports journalist, Gábor Borókai, editor-in-chief of Heti Válasz, and Balázs Bolyki, 

frontman of the Bolyki Brothers, a well-known gospel singer.
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Report on the national conference 

of the Protestant Workshop and the 

Barankovics István Foundation held 

in Révfülöp, 20-22 November 2015.

Christian Meissner, Lutheran 

pastor and one of the leaders 

of the Protestant Workshop of 

the CDU/CSU, was the guest of 

honour at the conference, which 

included a general assembly of 

the Protestant Workshop. The two 

sister organisations discussed 

possibilities for cooperation in 

the context of the upcoming 500th 

anniversary of the Reformation.

a p p e n d i c e s
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Appendix 13: 
Our future is the child – a selection of family policy projects (2010-2020)

On 21 November 2014, a joint 

conference of the Barankovics Ist-

ván Foundation and the Group 

of the European People’s Party 

(EPP) entitled “Family Policy in Eu

rope for Tomorrow” was held. 

The conference was addressed by 

President József Mészáros and EPP 

MEP György Hölvényi, followed by 

speeches by Christof T. Zellenberg, 

President of the Europa Institut 

in Vienna, Katalin Novák, State 

Secretary for Family and Youth 

Policy at the Ministry of Human 

Resources, and Bence Rétvári, 

Parliamentary State Secretary at 

the Ministry of Human Resources.

a p p e n d i c e s



 

 

 
 

 

 

Tervezett program:  

18.00  Dr. Mészáros József elnök, 
Barankovics István Alapítvány, 
főigazgató, Országos 
Nyugdíjbiztosítási Főigazgatóság 

18.15 Varga Csaba szociológus,  
a Stratégiakutató Intézet 
ügyvezetője:  
A Népességmegtartás új módja 

18.30 Idézetek a frissen megjelent 
könyvből. Elmondja: Kratofil 
Ottóné, a KOVÁSZ Egyesület 
irodalmi csoportjának vezetője 

18.45 Dr. Benda József bemutatja a könyv 
lényeges üzeneteit, válaszol a 
felmerülő kérdésekre 

19.00 A könyv kedvezményes vására, 
kötetlen beszélgetés, szendvics 
vacsora 

 

Időpont:  
2015. november 3. 18:00 

Helyszín:  
Piarista Gimnázium, 
Tanácsterem  
(V. ker. Piarista köz) 

Részvételi szándékát kérjük, jelezze november 2-ig a 323-0607-es telefonszámon vagy az iroda@barankovics.hu e-mail címen. 

 

 

 

Invitation to the launch of József 

Benda’s book “On the Edge of the 

Precipice”, on demography and 

population policy. The book was 

published in 2015 with the support 

of the Barankovics István Foun-

dation.

Opening speech by József Mészáros 

at the “Our Future is the Child” con-

ference in 2018
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A selection of the research results 

of the “Coalition for a Child- and 

Family-Friendly Hungary – Expert 

Workshop”. The workshop was 

encouraged by the reception of Jó-

zsef Benda’s book “On the Edge 

of the Precipice”. More than 

230 experts representing al-

most all branches of social and 

natural sciences participated in 

its work. Seven themed papers 

were produced as a result of 

32 workshops. In addition to a 

demographic diagnosis, proposals 

were made to halt population 

decline. Their main topics included 

the programme for working 

parents, the parental bond, tax 

incentives, pension coverage and 

housing.

a p p e n d i c e s



147T h e  B a r a n k o v i c s  I s t v á n  F o u n d a t i o n  t u r n s  3 0



a p p e n d i c e s



149T h e  B a r a n k o v i c s  I s t v á n  F o u n d a t i o n  t u r n s  3 0



a p p e n d i c e s



151T h e  B a r a n k o v i c s  I s t v á n  F o u n d a t i o n  t u r n s  3 0



Appendix 14: 
National cohesion – a selection of national policy projects (2010-2020)

Publications on national policy by the President of the Christian Democratic People’s Party were published with the support of the Foundation.

Zsolt Semjén: We fight for all Hungarians! Mosaics of the 

unification of the Hungarian nation under public law, and 

the experiment of Christian politics. Barankovics István 

Foundation. Budapest, 2011.

Zsolt Semjén: One million. Mosaics of national unification from the 

history of Hungarian Christian democratic politics. Barankovics István 

Foundation. Budapest, 2017.

a p p e n d i c e s



The Foundation regularly supports 

events of Hungarian organisations 

abroad that strengthen cultural 

identity. The poster shows an 

advertisement for the Hungarian 

rock opera “The Poet Returns”, 

organised by the Lorántffy Zsuzsan-

na Association for the Development 

of the Bodrogköz in Királyhelmec 

(Slovakia).
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Programme booklet of the World 

Meeting of Hungarian Youth 

organised in Cegléd in summer 

2015. The event, organised 

with several sources of funding, 

provided an opportunity for young 

people from the country, the 

Carpathian Basin and the global 

diaspora to meet.

a p p e n d i c e s
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The main task of the Charter XXI Association is to deal with the traumas of history and politics in the Carpathian Basin. The movement for reconciliation among the 

peoples in the region organised a series of events to this end. The conference entitled “Together on the Road – Hungarians and Ruthenians” took place in 2018.

a p p e n d i c e s



The Barankovics István Foundation 

co-organised the Christi-

an Academy of Foreign Affairs 

programme, which focused on 

Carpathian diplomacy.
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The aim of the Lorántffy Zsuzsanna Association for the Development 

of the Bodrogköz is to inspire people in Slovakia to remain Hungarian. 

On the anniversary of the Hungarian Civil Revolution of 1848, with 

the financial contribution of the Barankovics István Foundation, they 

regularly organise the “Day of Human Dignity and Freedom”, which 

serves to strengthen Hungarian national consciousness. The posters 

show the programme of the 2014 event.

a p p e n d i c e s



159T h e  B a r a n k o v i c s  I s t v á n  F o u n d a t i o n  t u r n s  3 0



The “Together on the Road – Hungarians and Romanians” conference took place in March 2019 to engage participants in a frank dialogue “on living together, on the 

wounds borne for a hundred years and on the hope of healing. ” The event was supported by the Barankovics István Foundation and the Group of Representatives of the 

European People’s Party.

a p p e n d i c e s
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Appendix 15: 
Conference “Our New Common Europe” on 14 December 2017 in the Grand Lecture Hall 
of Sapientia Theological College.

Speech by Péter Erdő, Cardinal and Primate at 

the conference

Speech by MEP György Hölvényi at the conference

The Barankovics István Foundation and the European People’s Party (EPP) Group in the European Parliament organised a conference entitled “Our 

New Common Europe” on the responsibility of Christian leaders and intellectuals in a transforming European society.

a p p e n d i c e s



Új közös Európánk - Konferencia a keresztény vezetők 
és értelmiség felelősségéről egy átalakuló európai 
társadalomban 
2017. december 14., Sapientia Hittudományi Főiskola (1052 Budapest, Piarista köz 1.) 

A Barankovics István Alapítvány és az Európai Néppárt európai parlamenti képviselőcsoportja 
konferenciát rendez Új közös Európánk címmel azzal a céllal, hogy vallási vezetők és közéleti 
szereplők a keresztény válaszadás lehetőségeit keressék kontinensünk és az európai integráció 
politikai kihívásaira.  

Az európai társadalom gyors átalakulása komoly kihívásokat jelent a hagyományos 
kereszténydemokrata politikai gondolkodás számára. Az európai integráció politikai és gazdasági 
alapjait világméretű etikai és társadalmi változások teszik próbára. Mindezzel egyidejűleg tanúi 
vagyunk a hagyományos európai középosztály dezintegrációjának. 

Annak érdekében, hogy megerősítsük a kereszténydemokrata víziót az új helyzetben, megújulásra, 
egyben az új közös Európára vonatkozó világos elképzelésre van szükségünk. Az európai értelmiség, 
döntéshozók és vallási vezetők felelőssége, hogy válaszokat találjanak az új társadalmi jelenségekre 
Európában és Magyarországon.: 

Tervezett program: 

 
10:00   Megnyitó: Dr. Mészáros József elnök, Barankovics István Alapítvány, BIA 

10:10   Bevezető gondolatok: 
            Őem. Dr. Erdő Péter bíboros prímás, esztergom-budapesti érsek 
            Dr. Semjén Zsolt miniszterelnök-helyettes 

10:30   Köszöntő: Hölvényi György európai parlamenti képviselő, az Európai Néppárt 
képviselőcsoportja 

10:40   Panelbeszélgetés: A keresztény válaszadás lehetőségei Európa társadalmi kihívásaira 
            Moderátor: Dr. Mészáros József, elnök, BIA Alapítvány 

 Fr. Olivier Poquillon főtitkár, az Európai Unió Püspöki Konferenciáinak Bizottsága, COMECE 
 Dr. Gábor Dzsingisz korábbi kormánytag és kereszténydemokrata parlamenti képviselő, 

Hollandia 
 Frank Spengler a Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung magyarországi képviseletének vezetője 

11:30   Rövid kávészünet 

11:45   Vita, moderátor: Hölvényi György európai parlamenti képviselő 

12:45   Zárógondolatok: Dr. Mészáros József , elnök, BIA 

13:00   Állófogadás 

The invitation to the conference stated 

the objectives as follows: “the rapid 

transformation of European society 

poses serious challenges to traditional 

Christian Democratic political thinking. 

The political and economic foundations 

of European integration are being tes-

ted by ethical and social changes of a 

mass scale. At the same time, we are 

witnessing the disintegration of the 

traditional European middle class. 

In order to strengthen the Christian 

Democratic vision in this new situation, 

we need a renewal and a clear vision 

of a new common Europe. Europe-

an intellectuals, decision-makers and 

religious leaders have a responsibility 

to find answers to the new social 

phenomena in Europe and in Hungary. ”

Invited guests from abroad were:

Fr. Olivier Poquillon, Secretary General, 

Committee of Bishops’ Conferences of 

the European Union, COMECE /

Dr. Gábor Dzsingisz, former member 

of the government and Christian 

Democrat MP, The Netherlands / Frank 

Spengler, Head of the Konrad-Adenauer-

Foundation branch in Hungary
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Appendix 16: 
Selection of publications and book launches of the Barankovics István Foundation 
2010-2020

  
 

 

 

 

 

EGY ÉLET a kereszténydemokráciáért 

Kovács K. Zoltán 
1924. 03. 27. – 2008. 03. 05. 

 

MEGHÍVÓ 
Szeretettel hívjuk és várjuk Önt a 
 

Kovács K. Zoltán válogatott írásaiból készült  

KÖTET BEMUTATÓJÁRA 

BESZÉDET MONDANAK: 

Dr. Semjén Zsolt miniszterelnök-
helyettes, a KDNP elnöke és 

Gyorgyevics Miklós a kötet egyik 
szerkesztője 

IDŐPONT: 
2017. március 27. 16:00 óra 
 

HELYSZÍN: 
Piarista Gimnázium, Tükrös terem 
1052 Budapest, Piarista u. 1. 

Részvételi szándékát kérjük jelezze az iroda@barankovics.hu e-mail címen 
vagy a 323-0607-es telefonszámon 

 

A “Life for Christian Democracy”. Invitation to the book launch of selected works by Zoltán Kovács K. on 27 March 2017.
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KÖNYVBEMUTATÓ 
 

Tervezett program:  
 

Megnyitó: Dr. Mészáros József elnök, 
Barankovics István Alapítvány 
 

Beszédet mond: Dr. Rétvári Bence 
parlamenti államtitkár 

A könyvet bemutatja:  
Dr. Miklós Péter történész 
A könyv szerzői: 
Kiss Mária Rita, a könyv szerkesztője 
Dr. Petrás Éva 
Szabó Róbert 

  
 

A könyv kedvezményes vására, kötetlen beszélgetés 

 

Mindenkit sok szeretettel hívunk és várunk 

Időpont: 
2017. május 18. 17:00 

Helyszín: Konferenciaterem 

2629 Márianosztra, Petőfi u. 2. 
 

Részvételi szándékát kérjük, jelezze a 323-0607-es telefonszámon 
 vagy az iroda@barankovics.hu e-mail címen. 

 

 

 

Invitation to the book launch of the volume “Hungarian Christian Democrats and 1956”. The book launch was held in the conference room of the Mariánosztra Prison, 

where several Christian Democrat politicians had been imprisoned in those times.
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Tervezett program:  

15.00  Dr. Mészáros József elnök, 
Barankovics István Alapítvány 

 

15.10 Hölvényi György képviselő,  
EPP Group 

 

15.20 A könyv szerzőjével, Dr. Békefy 
Lajossal beszélget Fakhoury Youssef 

 Idézetek a frissen megjelent 
könyvből. Elmondja: Lukácsi Katalin 
történész 

 

16.00 A könyv kedvezményes vására, 
kötetlen beszélgetés 

 

Időpont:  
2015. december 18. 15:00 

Helyszín:  
Adna Café 
(1093 Budapest, Török Pál u. 6.) 

Részvételi szándékát kérjük, jelezze december 14-ig a 323-0607-es telefonszámon 
 vagy az iroda@barankovics.hu e-mail címen. 

 

 

 

Mindenkit sok szeretettel hívunk és várunk! 

Invitation to the book presentation “In the Crossfire” by Dr. Lajos Békefy.

a p p e n d i c e s



The volume “Finding a Way during Transition” containing talks presented at the conference on the 75th anniversary of the launch of the Catholic Social Movement was 

edited by Éva Petrás.
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                                  KÖNYVBEMUTATÓ 
Kovrig Béla: Katolikus demokratikus és szociális reformmozgalmak 

Magyarországon 

2019. június 18. Sapientia Hittudományi Főiskola  
II. emeleti Díszterem 

(1052 Budapest, Piarista köz 1.)  
 

Tervezett program: 

11:00  Megnyitó: Dr. Mészáros József  
elnök, Barankovics István Alapítvány, BIA 

11:05            Dr. Semjén Zsolt  
                     miniszterelnök-helyettes 

11:20            Hölvényi György 
európai parlamenti képviselő, az Európai Néppárt képviselőcsoportja 

11:35            Petrás Éva                                                                                  
történész, a könyv szerkesztője, Állambiztonsági Szolgálatok Történeti 
Levéltára 

  

11:45 Zárógondolatok: Dr. Mészáros József, elnök, BIA  
 

 

A részvétel ingyenes, de regisztrációhoz kötött. Részvételi szándékát kérjük, jelezze június 14-ig a 
323-0607-es telefonszámon vagy az iroda@barankovics.hu e-mail címen. A szervezők a 
programváltoztatás jogát fenntartják. 

MEGHÍVÓ 

The work of Béla Kovrig, a 

prominent figure of Christi-

an Democratic political thought 

between the two world wars, on the 

history of the Christian Democratic 

movement was presented on 

18 June 2019 at the Sapientia 

Theological College.

a p p e n d i c e s



The work of Béla Kovrig, a prominent figure of Christian Democratic political thought between the two world wars, on the history of the Christian Democratic movement 

was presented on 18 June 2019 at the Sapientia Theological College.
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Béla Kovrig attempted to define 

the nature of the 1956 Hungarian 

Revolution by summarizing the 

findings of his heroic empirical 

research among 1956 émigrés 

in the USA in his book “National 

Communism and Hungary”. The 

book was published for the first 

time on the 60th anniversary of the 

Revolution, thanks to the Baranko-

vics István Foundation.

a p p e n d i c e s



The pamphlet “Where are we 

going? ”, representing the search 

for a new path for Christian 

democracy in Hungary, was first 

published in 1943, demonstrating 

the role that the movement was 

claiming for itself in defining the 

Hungarian order after the Second 

World War. It was reprinted in 2018, 

on the anniversary of the launch of 

the Catholic Social Movement.
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A protestáns pArAdigmA

ernst troeltsch

A protestAntizmus jelentősége 
A modern világ kiAlAkulásábAn

“The Protestant Paradigm”, co-edited by András Máté-Tóth and published joint-

ly with the Hungarian Society for the Study of Religions, in 2017, includes Ernst 

Troeltsch’s “The Significance of Protestantism in the Development of the Mod-

ern World”.

a p p e n d i c e s



In honour of the 500th anniversary 

of the Reformation, Lajos Békefy 

and Antal Birkás published a book 

entitled “Picture Postcard from the 

Reformation – Past, Present and 

Future”, published by the KDNP 

Protestant Workshop.
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In the jubilee year of Hungarian 

Christian Democracy, the study 

volume “The Portrait of Modern 

Hungarian Catholic Politics”, 

containing 14 works by 10 authors, 

was published, edited by Éva Pet-

rás. In the volume, the authors pay 

tribute to outstanding figures of 

Catholic politics.

a p p e n d i c e s



 

 

KÖNYVBEMUTATÓ 2016. 03. 11. 

Részvételi szándékát kérjük, legkésőbb március 8-áig  
jelezze a 323-0607-es telefonszámon  

 vagy az iroda@barankovics.hu e-mail címen. 

MEGHÍVÓ 
PASCAL FONTAINE:  
ÚT EURÓPA SZÍVÉBE 

 

 

A BARANKOVICS ISTVÁN ALAPÍTVÁNY 

tisztelettel meghívja Önt  
PASCAL FONTAINE: ÚT EURÓPA SZÍVÉBE című 
könyvének magyarországi bemutatójára. Az 
európai kereszténydemokrácia és a néppárti 
képviselőcsoport történetét feldolgozó kötet 
magyar kiegészítéssel jelenik meg, amely a 
hazai kereszténydemokrácia párhuzamos 
történetét mutatja be. 

 
A KÖNYVBEMUTATÓ IDŐPONTJA: 

2016. MÁRCIUS 11. 
10.00 ÓRA 

 

HELYSZÍN: 

SAPIENTIA SZERZETESI HITTUDOMÁNYI  
FŐISKOLA DÍSZTERME 

(1052 Budapest, Piarista köz 1.)  
 

 

 

PROGRAM 

KÖSZÖNTŐ 
Dr. Mészáros József, a Barankovics István 
Alapítvány kuratóriumának elnöke 

 

KERESZTÉNYDEMOKRÁCIA MAGYARORSZÁGON 
Dr. Semjén Zsolt miniszterelnök-helyettes, a 
KDNP elnökének bevezetője 

 

MAGYAR KERESZTÉNYDEMOKRATÁK AZ EU-BAN 
Hölvényi György kereszténydemokrata EP 
képviselő beszéde 

 

KERESZTÉNYDEMOKRÁCIA ÉS EURÓPA 
Rocco Buttiglione az Olasz Parlament 
alelnökének beszéde 

 

ÚT EURÓPA SZÍVÉBE – A KÖTET BEMUTATÁSA 
Dr. Erdődy Gábor ELTE rektorhelyettes 
előadása, a magyar fejezetek szerzőinek 
bemutatása 

 
ÁLLÓFOGADÁS 

 

  

The Hungarian translation of Pascal Fontaine’s “The Road to the Heart of Europe 

1953-2009”, which tells the history of the Christian Democratic Group and the Euro-

pean People’s Party in the European Parliament was published by the Barankovics 

István Foundation. It is interesting to note that the book has a supplement on the 

history of Hungarian Christian democracy entitled “The Road of Hungarian Christi-

an Democracy to the Heart of Europe”.
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Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt Sem-

jén speaking at the book launch 

Speakers at the “Road to the Heart 

of Europe” book launch

a p p e n d i c e s



Audience at the book 

launch at the Sapi-

entia Theological 

College.

Rocco Buttiglione, President of the 

National Council of the Unione di 

Centro Italia party and MEP György 

Hölvényi at the book launch
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Appendix 17: 
From the past to the present – a salute to our ancestors

The inauguration of the statue of István Barankovics 

took place in his home town of Polgár on 13 October 

2013. The invitation shows the programme of the 

statue’s inauguration.

Dedication of the statue  

of István Barankovics

a p p e n d i c e s



József Mészáros speaks at the 

statue’s inauguration ceremony

Residents of the town pay their 

respects
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The tomb of Zoltán Kovács K. in the National 

Cemetery on Fiumei út

Commemorative meeting on the day of the dedication of Zoltán 

Kovács K.’s tomb

Wreath laying ceremony at the tomb of Zoltán Kovács K. Christian Democratic politicians at the dedication of Zoltán Kovács 

K.’s tomb

a p p e n d i c e s



Appendix 18: 
The BIA website family

The Foundation’s current family of 

websites was built between 2010 

and 2020. Barankovics.hu was 

updated in 2020. The “written 

word and knowledge” section 

contains news, scientific studies 

and articles from foreign journals.

The Foundation news section at 

barankovics.hu 
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The Christian Democrat bookshelf on the Foundation’s website contains downloadable publications.

In 2020, the digital encyclopaedia of the Christian Democracy Knowledge Base was moved to a separate website. The picture shows the home page 

of the Christian Democracy Knowledge Base on the website of the Kovács K. Zoltán Research Institute.

a p p e n d i c e s



Home page of our Religion  

and Public Life news search portal

What is what in Christian Democracy? Extract from the Christian Democracy Knowledge Base glossary
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Archived landing page of the Online Democracy Activity competition on teddoda.hu.

The video gallery of the four-cycle competition, where you can watch short films made by the young people 

who took part.

The Barankovics István Foundation’s Online De-

mocracy Activity project was completed. In the four 

competition cycles organised between 2013 and 

2017, nearly 500 students were able to test their 

skills and creativity on social studies topics.

The teams were supported by 45 teacher mentors. 

Several Hungarian schools and settlements from 

across the border (Szabadka, Zenta, Arad, Munkács, 

Hidaskürt) also took part in our social studies game. 

However, the range of people involved in the pro-

gramme was much broader, as the tasks had to 

involve school communities, members of the teach-

ing staff, local community, local public figures, 

politicians and the media. You can read more about 

the project’s creation and results in our publication.

a p p e n d i c e s



Appendix 19: 
The 2019 commemorative year

In 2019, Hungarian Christian 

Democracy celebrated its 75th 

anniversary. A banner was made for 

the occasion.
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Hungarian Christian Democracy turns 75  
in 2019

75 years ago, a turning point in Catholic civic thought occurred that still has an impact today; Chris-
tian democracy took on a party political form in Hungary. In October 1944, the Christian Demo-
cratic People’s Party (KDNP) was founded in Hungary, in recognition of the need for a Christian 
worldview party that could reach out to the religious masses and represent their interests.

This turning point in the renewal of Christian politics was not without precedent. The emergence of Christian democracy was the culmination of 

a process that has spanned historical periods. The Hungarian Catholic reform generation of the 1930s adapted this social doctrine to Hungari-

an conditions and arrived at a synthesis of political freedom and social justice. They adopted a system of parliamentary democracy, demanding 

a system where the state is not an end in itself but a means to the fulfilment of the people. They were thinking in terms of an economy based 

on Christian ethics, advocating the need for a state guarantee of social rights rather than a traditionally charitable Catholic approach to so-

cial issues. As early as 1943, they presented a memorandum to Cardinal Archbishop Justinian Serédi calling on him to found a new party. At the 

founding meeting at the end of October 1944, József Pálffy was elected chairman of the party, and István Barankovics was at the time a member 

of the Board of Directors, who then became secretary general in February 1945 and eventually leader of the party in May 1945.

Remembering the beginnings, it is inevitable to take a look at the history of the past 75 years, which has had its ups and downs. In the meantime, 

however, the foundations laid down in 1944 have remained unchanged; the principles of personalism, solidarity and subsidiarity have guaran-

teed the ability of Hungarian Christian democracy to adapt and renew itself throughout the 1956 revolution and 30 years ago, during the 1989 

regime change.

 On the occasion of the anniversary, the research team of the Barankovics István Foundation’s Christian Democracy Knowledge Base launched a 

series of articles recalling the significant events of the past 75 years and the careers of prominent politicians.

a p p e n d i c e s



Appendix 20: Short films and publications for the 2020 commemorative year

Clips from the 30th anniversary short films on the principles of Christian democracy produced by the Barankovics István Foundation, which present the 

most important principles of Christian democracy in a scientific and educational way, adapted to modern information consumption habits.

Human dignity
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Solidarity

a p p e n d i c e s



Self-organisation
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Múltunk 
jelene
Válogatás a Barankovics István Alapítvány honlapján

2013 és 2020 között megjelent írásokból
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On the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the birth of the Barankovics István Foundation, we featured a selection of the more than 1200 

articles published on our website over the years, organised into 3 thematic volumes. The three volumes link the past with the present and the 

future, representing our online commitment to preserving our historical traditions and our efforts to find modern answers to the challenges of 

the present, while not forgetting to explore the perspectives of the future. The volume “The Present of Our Past” contains essays on the most 

important events and figures of the past and present of this trend.
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Korszerűvé tenni   az örökkévalót
Válogatás a Barankovics István Alapítvány honlapján 
2013 és 2020 között megjelent írásokból
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Our volume “Modernising the eternal” includes works that reflect from a Christian Democratic perspective on the issues that have been on 

the agenda in the past. The title chosen expresses one of our Foundation’s main ambitions; to contribute to the continuing renewal of the core 

values of Christian democracy.

191T h e  B a r a n k o v i c s  I s t v á n  F o u n d a t i o n  t u r n s  3 0



Jövőidő 

S
z

e
r

k
e

s
z

t
e

t
t

e
 K

is
s

 M
á

r
ia

 R
it

a

Válogatás a Barankovics István Alapítvány  

Tanári Kerekasztalának 2013 és 2020 közötti írásaiból
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The volume “Future Time” brings together in a single volume the writings of the Foundation’s Teachers’ Round Table, mainly on the sociology of 

youth, pedagogy and the lived experience of the digital generation.
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